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The first seven days of the new session have been very upbeat
and we have enjoyed welcoming both returning and new families
to St Margaret’s. As staff we benefited from three days of inservice before our pupils returned and topics as diverse as literacy,
digital learning, engaging with the pupil voice and first aid were all
on the agenda. Before term started, our VI Senior girls kicked off
their final year at school with a day-long conference at The
Marcliffe, at the end of which they were buzzing with ideas and
keen to get started on the year ahead.
This week has seen the start of extra-curricular activities, prefect
training, the IS teambuilding day and three parents’ information
evenings. I do hope that our junior and I Senior parents now feel
more informed about their daughters’ routines and learning
opportunities. We look forward to chatting with new parents at the
forthcoming coffee mornings to which they have been invited. As
ever, if any parent has any questions or queries, please do not
hesitate to be in touch with the school office who will direct the
enquiry to the appropriate member of staff.
This first edition of the Weekly News is a round-up of some of our
holiday activities as well the early events of the term. I would like to
take this opportunity to remind you about the drugs awareness talk
by Simon Leigh for parents this coming Wednesday, 4 th
September at 6.30pm in the GP room. This will precede the
workshops for IIIS to VIS girls the following day.

Simon is an Addictions Counsellor who has been both accredited
by, and an examiner for, the Federation of Drug and Alcohol
Professionals. He holds a Masters Degree in Addiction
Counselling and has had both a rehabilitation facility and private
practice in Harley Street, London. He now provides very
interactive, fact-based drug education to schools and has spoken
at approximately 100 schools across the UK and Europe. We will
be delighted to see you at this event.
Please
email
Karen
Schmitz
at
ka.schmitz@stmargaret.aberdeen.sch.uk should you wish to attend.

Biology - Operating Theatre Live
We are privileged to be hosting another award-winning visit to Scotland by the Operating
Theatre Live team on Saturday 14th September.
This is an exciting day of anatomy tuition and dissection for girls IIIS and above who are
interested in medicine, dentistry, biomedical science, nursing, midwifery, paramedic science,
occupational therapy, radiography, physiotherapy, ODP, sports science, nutrition, biology,
genetics, human biology, forensic science and other related fields. There are two sessions:
Future Healthcare 9.00am-3.00pm and Future Medic 9.00am-6.00pm. The Future
Healthcare session covers clinics 1-6 described on the website https://
www.operatingtheatrelive.co.uk/ (infection control, anaesthetics, communicating human
anatomy, head & neck, thoracic cavity, abdominal-pelvic cavity) and costs a maximum of
£75. The Future Medic covers an additional evening session on trauma and emergency
surgery, and an introduction to the BMAT and UKCAT entrance tests. It costs a maximum of
£145.
The school receives a number of free places based on general ticket sales, and we will
share out the discount amongst all St Margaret’s attendees. If your daughter would like to
attend and has not yet returned a consent form, please get in touch with Mrs Miller and
request a letter. If you know of any pupil who attends another school who would be
interested, please share the 20% off discount code of DRBAILEY20 with them.
Mrs A. Miller

Development - School Archive Event
Over the summer break the school archive has been methodically inventoried and organised
by a postgraduate student from Robert Gordon University, Emma Maines. The school
archive contains a copy of the first ever Chronicle published in 1930, Speech Day
programmes dating back to 1948, and a mixture of artefacts and student works.
Emma spent many long hours working through our archive store and has kindly agreed to
come back to the school to share her experience and her highlights from the archive. The
event will be held in the school Library on Friday 6 th September at 4.00pm and if you would
like to attend please register at:
http://stmargaretsevents.com/
or contact our Head of Development, Rachel Paterson-Davies at r.patersondavies@stmargaret.aberdeen.sch.uk.
Mrs R. Paterson-Davies

Summer Holiday Club and After School Care
Everyone had an amazing time at the summer holiday club. We went on trips to Stonehaven,
Drum Castle, Duthie Park, Seaton Park and Den in the Glen. The weather was very kind to
us and allowed us to have lots of fun with water in the playground.
We had various visitors coming in to provide activities such as Nerf battles, a slime workshop,
ride on toys, clay modelling and a foam party. It is safe to say that the foam party was the
most popular! It involved a large cannon shooting foam into a paddling pool. This will
definitely feature in future holiday clubs! The slime workshop was also great and the children
were taught what scientific reaction happens when making slime.
If your child lost anything during the club, we have a box of belongings in the dining room.
Please come and have a look.

The October club will run from 21st to 25th October and booking forms will be issued in due
course.
The children are settling back in to After School Care and have been enjoying playing
outside. Next week, Mrs Gerbrandy will be visiting to talk to us about healthy eating and will
allow the children to taste different foods they might like to have for snack at After School
Care.
Miss S. Thomson

Summer Holiday Club and After School Care (continued)

Theatre Summer School
For the second year, our highly successful Theatre Summer School ran for a week in July.
Participants worked on a wide range of theatre skills throughout the week, which included
script-writing, mime, puppetry, musical theatre and devised drama. The highlight was of
course the showcase, which was performed to invited guests on the final day. There was an
impressive display of talent throughout the week and a very enjoyable week was had by all
our young thespians.
Mrs L. Goodwin

Women in Engineering Residential Conference
For three days in July, Alina and I attended the Women in Engineering Conference at
Aberdeen University along with 40 other girls from around the UK. The conference was
organised by the university as well as our school, St. Margaret’s, and sponsored by BP.
On the first day, after being welcomed by the friendly university staff, we then got to know
each other in an exciting ice breaker, followed by a tour of the university campus. In the
afternoon we completed the first half of our engineering team challenge where, in our groups,
we were tasked with choosing between two different routes for a bridge crossing. After
presenting our decision to everyone else and being thoroughly questioned on environmental
considerations and the ethics of our chosen bridge, we were then very amused to find that
each group had chosen the same option (although everyone presented it confidently and with
a new angle!). Lastly, in the evening the majority of us participated in a yoga activity where
differing levels of flexibility were made clear, but we had a great time doing it none the less.
Our second day began with a visit to BP where we had the opportunity to speak with and ask
questions of a number of their female staff. From hearing about their route after school to
finding a job, it was clear that BP had provided these workers with many exciting
opportunities, including working on projects such as Clair Ridge and we all left feeling very
inspired and excited about the opportunities ahead of us.
After lunch, we were ready for the second part of our engineering team challenge which
involved building the bridge we had chosen to select the day before. Despite the fact we had
all planned our bridges thoroughly, it was evident that by the end groups were trying to make
quick changes to enhance the strength of their bridge. While testing the bridge with a toy
truck my groups unfortunately collapsed but we were not alone since most had the same
outcome. This day drew to an end with a formal dinner with some of the BP staff we had met
previously.
The final day consisted of an exhibition by industry, school of engineering, professional
associations and student societies, in which we gained some insight into the varying careers
engineers can have.
Overall this has been an experience I will never forget because I learnt so much about the
different disciplines of engineering and the opportunities an engineering degree can present
to you; and most importantly that this is not limited by being female.
Katie Yeoman
VI Senior

Sixth Year Conference
On 20th August, the new VI Senior class met at the Marcliffe Hotel for an exciting day of
fascinating talks and team building activities. We kicked off the day with an interactive
workshop led by Carolyn Maniukeiwicz, Director of Ideas in Partnership. We explored our
individual personality traits and how to use these to play to our strengths. Many of us found
this really helpful because as well as being able to reflect on our own behaviours we were
able to gain an appreciation of how the values held by others differs. This also served to
guide us towards the kind of careers best suited to our personality traits.
We then moved on to a very exciting team building activity: salsa dancing! Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed it and brought out their competitive side when the instructor announced
an unexpected dance battle competition with the routine we learned.
After our “workout”, we enjoyed our well-earned lunch before our highly entertaining
presentation delivered by Elaine Duthie, chartered engineer, property developer and
entrepreneur. The focus was the importance of investing in life as well as ourselves - and
handbags apparently! This talk motivated us all to take advantages of all opportunities that
our lives present, especially the unexpected ones. Our day concluded with a workshop by
Tess Day who is an industry life coach. This was a fantastic way to end the day, with time to
reflect and techniques to overcome challenges in life. We talked about our aspirations and
how to stay positive and calm in a world that encourages us to engage in a stress-fuelled
existence. We also created individual artistic collage mood boards, which Tess then helped
us to interpret. This was wonderfully relaxing end to an action-packed day and gave us a lot
to think about over the coming months.
In real style, the conference concluded with a very sophisticated evening meal. This gave us
the opportunity to socialise with our peers in a relaxed environment and reflect on the day’s
activities. The conference truly was a fantastic start to our sixth year experience.
Sophie Orvietani
Head Girl

Picture of the Month
August’s Picture of the Month is by Madison Hart and Kyla Almeida in II Senior and is titled
“Impressionist Tree”.
Mrs T. Scott

Art and Design - What’s On
A couple of forthcoming events might be of interest to students (and families) interested in
art:

Aberdeen Art Fair - Friday 30th August to Sunday 1st September in the Music Hall (free to
all).
Gray’s School of Art MA degree show - last day is Saturday 31st August, at Gray’s School of
Art Garthdee.
Mrs J. Richardson

Food Technology
It is always so good to hear of our students’ efforts and enthusiasm outside of school so it
was a delight to hear that Ellie Lang spent her summer fund raising for Charlie House. Ellie
is a keen baker and decided to use her recipes from Food Technology to host a coffee
morning at Penns Court. She raised an amazing £170 for Charlie House and all of the
residents at Penns Court loved the opportunity to come together on a sunny day to eat cake
and drink tea and coffee whilst raising money for this wonderful charity. Well done Ellie.
Mrs V. Gerbrandy

Model United Nations
We hold Model United Nations club meetings every Monday lunchtime. We encourage all
girls from IIS upwards with an interest in politics, current affairs and developing their public
speaking skills to come along and give it a go!
St. Margaret’s will be hosting a mini conference after school on 13th September to provide
practice to inexperienced girls in preparation for the conference at St George's School for
Girls on the 5th and 6th of October. As well as this St. Margaret’s will be hosting our own
conference towards the end of this term.
MUN is a very worthwhile club to commit to because it can boost your confidence when
public speaking, and it’s also a brilliant way to make friends from other schools who share
the same interests as yourself. Debating geopolitical issues gives you an understanding of
what’s going on in the world today which is impossible to achieve simply through reading.
Practically speaking, MUN looks great on your CV and personal statement and the skills you
develop from participating will help you in interviews.
Over the past three years of MUN, we’ve met amazing people, seen some incredible outfits,
and most of all gained skills that we’ll keep for life. We’re sure you’ll grow to love it as much
as we do!
MUN president and vice-president - Eleanor Burnett-Stuart and Katie Yeoman

School Veggie Patch Success!
On the first day of school junior girls presented Miss Tomlinson with some potatoes and
spring onions grown on school grounds. With the help of Mrs Wiedermann, the pupils have
grown a very healthy vegetables which the girls thought Miss Tomlinson might like to enjoy
with her dinner!
Mrs R. Paterson-Davies

PE News
Athletics
During the summer we have had some of our athletes competing in a variety of competitions
with excellent results: Anna McNeill ran the 1500m at the National Championships earlier
this month and finished in sixth place; Una McGee threw the discus 30.54m to finish fourth in
the U17 Scottish Championships, and Josie Laing came first and Anna second in the U13
AAA club championships.
Hockey
During the summer holidays, Shannon and Romanie MacAngus, Lucy Cruickshank and
Grace Scott went to be ball patrol girls at the National Hockey Championships held in
Glasgow. They enjoyed seeing some fantastic hockey and getting to meet the players.
Jennifer Tait played in the Futures Cup for the U18 Scotland team while Martha Sheal
passed her Level 1 umpiring badge.
Trampoline
Last weekend Elizabeth Glasspool and Mia Baxter competed in the Scottish Championships
qualifier in Perth. I am delighted to announce that both girls were selected to compete in the
Scottish Championships for their respective age group due to be held in October.
All clubs have now started and it is great to see so many participating. If you have any
queries about any of the clubs on offer, please email me on k.norval@stmargaret.aberdeen.sch.uk

Oxfam Bookshop Initiative
We are pleased to support an initiative being run by the Oxfam Bookshop, a charity in which
one of our own retired colleagues has volunteered for a number of years. I would like to
encourage everyone to recycle any unwanted CDs or DVDs you no longer need, and to give
them to your daughter to donate to the Oxfam collection box in the school
library. Alternatively parents may drop off donations directly at the school office.
It is very much part of our ethos at St Margaret’s that we encourage girls to develop a
charitable mind-set, looking outwards to help others in need in the local or international
community whether by raising money, donating goods or simply giving of their time; I do
hope that many of you will be able to support this worthy cause, which will run until the end
of September. Further information can be found on the following page.
Mrs S. Lynch
Deputy Head

