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Two British Army soldiers, who were part of last year’s first all-
female expedition to ski coast-to-coast across Antarctica, visited 
school yesterday. Major Nicola Wetherill and Lance Sergeant 
Sophie Montagne - who were part of a six-woman team called the 
Ice Maidens - met pupils from 6 Junior to III Senior, during which 
time they gave a presentation showing the planning and preparation 
that went into the gruelling 62-day expedition. They also talked 
about what they learned from the experience. 
 
The Ice Maiden team - which also included Major Natalie Taylor, 
Captain Zanna Baker, Lieutenant Jenni Stephenson and Major 
Sandy Hennis - are all serving in the British Army or Army Reserve. 
They were selected out of more than 250 female soldiers who 
applied for the expedition.  
 
They completed almost two years of training for the final 
unsupported trek, which began in November 2017 and concluded in 
January during which they battled their way across 1,056 miles of 
icy plains in 60mph winds and temperatures as low as –40C, using 
only skis and their own muscle power to drag sledges of supplies 
and equipment weighing up to 176lb each. 
 
The polar regions have had many expeditions led by men, or with 
mixed teams, but no team of women, from any nation, has 
completed this formidable challenge using muscle power alone, and 
it was the ultimate opportunity to show that women have the mental 
strength and physical endurance to operate in the most hostile 
environment on earth. 
 
The sheer hard work, endurance and commitment the team 
displayed, both in preparing for and undertaking the trek, are an 
example and an inspiration to us all. We were challenged to 
consider what our own Antarcticas will be and this will certainly be a 
topic we will return to at the start of the next term. 
 
In the meantime, I hope that everyone in our St Margaret’s 
community enjoys some rest and relaxation over the forthcoming 
holiday. 
 
Miss Anna Tomlinson 
Head 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Spring Concert 

It was easy to forget that the young talent on stage at last Thursday’s Spring Concert was 
senior school pupils and not professional musicians. Throughout the evening, the girls 
continued to delight the audience with solo and group performances. 
 
The Concert Band kicked off the evening with an arrangement of Rimmer’s Slaidburn 
March followed by a High School Musical Medley (which I have to admit to humming along 
to!). Our first solo performance of the evening was provided by Isla Cartney who played 
Saint-Saens ‘Sonata for Clarinet’ beautifully. 
 
‘Kiss Me’ was sung by Lucy Harris, who captured the character and emotion of the song, by 
Noel Coward, wonderfully. This was followed by a lively performance by the Wind Quartet 
of Mozart’s ‘Alleluia’ from Exultate Jubilate. 
 
Aoife Dreelan made Tartini’s ‘Affetuoso’ seem effortless, with her violin singing out to the 
audience like she had been born playing it. Lisa Riedel followed with an original piece, ‘The 
Beat of the Amazon’, on the drums – all I can say is ‘WOW!’. It was a heart-pounding, toe-
tapping fusion of Latin American beats; how she made it look so easy, I shall never know. 
 
The Bach Ensemble preceded the Wind Quartet who played the delightful ‘Homage to 
Beatrix Potter’. Jenna Stewart conducted the Senior Choir through her own arrangement of 
‘Don’t Stop Believin’’ which revealed we have some very special solo voices within the 
choir. 
 
The piano was expertly played by Tracy Lee with her very aptly chosen piece, ‘Rustle of 
Spring’. The Jazz Ensemble performed a very slick ‘Mack the Knife’ and the Ceilidh Band 
proved once again that they would be worthy of a wedding gig any day. 
 
The Chamber Choir captured the gentleness of ‘Goodnight my Angel’ beautifully and 
finished their set with a medley from ‘Hairspray, arranged and conducted by Lisa Riedel. A 
jolly performance of ‘The Great Escape’ by the Brass Ensemble ensued, followed by ‘The 
Sound of Silence’ by the Vocal Jazz group. 
 
After the Vivaldi Ensemble had performed ‘Dargason’, they joined together with the Concert 
Band to accompany Lisa Abraham in her performance of Beethoven’s ‘Romance in F’; a 
performance that was really quite outstanding and a wonderful end to the evening. 
 
To say I was emotional watching these girls on stage is putting it mildly; I had a lump of 
pride in my throat during every performance. 
 
At the close of the concert, Mr Parfitt thanked those VIS girls who would be leaving this 
year, for all their studying, rehearsing and performing and hoped that music would continue 
to be an important part of their lives. They each received a posy of spring flowers. 
Wonderful photos of the event are on the following page. 
 
Mrs F. Littlejohn 
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Picture of the Month 

March’s Picture of the Month is digital artwork titled ‘Mandala’ by Maria Guz in II Senior. 8 
house points to Dunnottar! 
 
Mr P. Henry 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

1 and 2 Junior have worked together over the last few weeks to create a ‘King or Queen of 

the Woods’. The task is part of the Green Tree School Award in which we currently hold a 

bronze certificate. The girls were asked to think and discuss the animals that we find in the 

woodlands. They were then asked to work in pairs to use the best features of the animals 

and create a new species. Once they had designed their animals and labelled all the different 

parts, they were given the opportunity to share their animal and explain why their animal 

would be the ideal ‘King or Queen of the Woods’. We then voted for our favourite. Emily 

Dillion (2J) and Candela (1J) had their animal crowned ‘Queen of the Woods’. 

 

Miss S. Hulme 

 

 

 
 

1 and 2 Junior Woodland Challenges 



 

  

1 Junior - Fairytales and Castles Topic 

1 Junior rounded off their topic by reading their Rapunzel stories to the 2 Junior girls. They 
wrote their own endings to their stories so that Rapunzel found her own way of escaping the 
tower by parachuting out or sliding down a zip wire onto a trampoline!  
  
They also worked in groups to design their own castles using the knowledge they had gained 
throughout the topic. They drew the different rooms on the walls, made flags, designed their 
drawbridges over moats and labelled the key parts of their castle. They exhibited their castles 
to the 2 and 3 Junior girls and answered their questions. The 2 Junior girls were asked to 
vote for the group who had met the success criteria the best.  
 
Drum Castle 
 
The class visited Drum Castle on a wet and cold Tuesday. They were shown around the 
different rooms of the castle and listened to stories about the people who lived in the castle. 
 
'My favourite room was the nursery and I liked the games with the marbles.’ - Darcy 
'I liked the bedrooms and one of them had a changing room.’ - Cece 
‘I liked the kitchen because it had golden pots.’ - Ioanna 
‘I liked the rocking horse in the nursery.’ - Jessica 
‘The best part was the funny story about the boys running around the top of the bookshelves.’ 
- Abigail 
‘The shields in the library were good – I saw three horses on a shield.’ - Zoe 

 

Mrs J. Garden 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  

3 Junior - Sharing our Learning 

3 Junior’s exploration of Viking life has continued and over the last week the girls have had 
the opportunity to share their learning with others. We were honoured, and terrified, to be 
presenting our Longships to the whole school in the Friday assembly. All of the girls had 
successfully completed the Viking Longship Challenge and had created a replica Viking ship 
which they were proud to show. The girls spoke clearly and were all pleased with their 
performance. A second, longer presentation was also held for family members. These 
guests were treated to the additional delight of freshly squeezed berry juice! 
 
We were very happy that 1 and 2 Junior  were keen to do a shared learning session. We 
watched the excellent Katie Morag presentations from 2 Junior and looked at the 1 Junior 
girls’ stunning castles. 
 
All of this sharing was succinctly and accurately described as ‘awesome’ by 3 Junior. 
 
Mrs E. Gibb 
 
 



 

  

Countryside Classroom on Wheels 

On Tuesday a Countryside Classroom On Wheels (CCOW) arrived in the school playground 
as part of 4 Junior’s social studies topic on farming. Inside the CCOW was a two day old calf 
and a ewe with her twin lambs. As a whole group the girls learnt about different types of 
cattle, why the sheep had a number on her fleece, how many young the mother usually has 
and general caring for the animals. Crops of wheat, barley and oats were also taken in and 
the girls were able to see and feel how the crop would be before being made into products 
we use every day. In two smaller groups the girls got closer to the animals and were able to 
touch and stroke them. The visit was a great addition to our topic and brought farming to life 
for the girls.    
 
Ms A. Dressel 

 

  



 

  

Ice Maidens Visit 

Six heroic army women went on an amazing adventure to Antarctica! After ten years of 
planning and two years of training they finally achieved their goal. It took them 60 days 15 
hours and 45 minutes. Along the way they broke four world records: the largest team to 
cross Antarctica; the first all women team; the youngest person to cross Antarctica (28 years 
old);  the first only ‘muscle power’ crossing of Antarctica. 
 
It took determination, commitment and team work to achieve their goal. They all faced their 
fears; some feared falling into deep crevasses, other worried about the cold. Some of the 
worst things they endured were going to the bathroom, getting ill and surviving sixty one 
days without a shower. They were unable to shower, wash their hair or even brush it 
properly. The ‘bathroom’ was the worst. In protected areas they had to pick up their poop 
and carry it for 3 to 4 days until they reached the drop off point. 
 
They travelled 1700km on uneven ground carrying 70kg sledges piled high with supplies. To 
keep themselves entertained during the long trek they used their ipods, which ran on solar 
power. They had to eat high calorie, easy to eat food, such as marzipan, nuts and hot 
chocolate. They wore lots of layers to avoid frostbite. They showed us most of their gear but 
they couldn’t show us their blue jackets because, when they got on to the plane the air 
hostess said that they smelt really bad and they couldn’t bring them on board! They didn’t 
take a shower for 60 days 15 hours and 46 minutes and they wore the same clothes for all 
of that time! 
 
They told us that their most frightening moment was when they were training in Norway. The 
women were asleep in their tents on a frozen lake. It was the middle of the night when they 
heard a deafening crack. Panic broke out among them and they thought they were going to 
fall into the lake. They moved to a safer part just to be sure, but in truth the ice was too thick 
to break and they were actually safe. At the end of the journey they sledged down the final 
hill to the finish and broke four world records doing so. 
  
We all feel very fortunate that the Ice Maidens were able to visit us. Their talk really made 
us think about what we could achieve with training and determination. We were most 
inspired by their ability to persevere and work as a team. The Ice Maidens had big dreams. 
It took ten years dreaming and  two years training to achieve their goal, but their dreams 
came true and we hope that ours will too someday. Now what is your ‘Antarctica?  
 
6 Junior 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

UKMT Junior Maths 2018 Challenge 

On Monday 19
th
 March four intrepid mathematicians travelled across town to Aberdeen 

University to compete in the annual UK Mathematics Trust Junior Team Challenge.  
 
Our team of Joanne Sharples and Gina Lee from I Senior and Marria Jobi and Mary Louden 
from II Senior competed over four rounds against seventeen other schools from the North 
East of Scotland.  The girls did very well in this challenging problem solving competition to 
gain a very creditable 4

th
 place overall. In the first round the girls were given twelve problems 

to solve as a team and were given fifty minutes to solve them. No credit was given for 
working and marks were only given for a correct answer. In the second round the girls split 
into pairs to solve a tricky mathematical crossword. Each pair was given either the across 
clues or down clues and they had to communicate effectively to solve the overall problem.  In 
the final round the girls worked in pairs again in a relay round, alternately solving problems 
and running to their teacher who was positioned at the front of the room with the answers.  It 
was quite hectic at the end with 18 teams running backwards and forwards to gain those 
extra vital points, but it was great fun. 
 
Mrs L. Tapper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Computing and ICT 

 
 
 
 
The Computing Science department would like to congratulate these pupils on the 
development of their responsive websites. II Senior pupils had to draw, design and 
implement their logos using Photoshop CS6. They also had to design their wireframes, 
gather content and implement their websites (using webplusX7). Please visit the URL's of 
some of the top websites developed by IIS pupils. These websites work across all devices. 
  
IIA  
http://hartlife.smsfg.co.uk/    Leoni Hart             1st Place  
http://cupcakecalamity.smsfg.co.uk/ Emily Smith   2nd Place 
http://atsportsgalore.smsfg.co.uk/  Alejandra Tait 
http://placetoplace.smsfg.co.uk/  Ana Malik              
http://inspirational.smsfg.co.uk/  Liberty Mountain    
http://fivefilmfemales.smsfg.co.uk/ Maria Guz 
  
IIM 
http://stuff.smsfg.co.uk/   Ashanee Hapuarachchi 1st Place  
http://boldandbare.smsfg.co.uk/  Katie Crabb   2nd Place 
http://acosynightin.smsfg.co.uk/  Emily Barker 
http://ravista.smsfg.co.uk   Marria Jobi 
http://seventhheaven.smsfg.co.uk  Rose Jones 
http://stationaryandco.smsfg.co.uk/ Diya Bansal 
http://pentathlon.smsfg.co.uk/  Sophie Jennings   
 

IIS 
During this term in Computing Science, we have been introduced to web design and 
reintroduced to programming; they are both very interesting and cover a wide platform of 
knowledge and understanding for us to expand on in the future.  

 

In the latter part of this term we worked on web design. For this unit we were asked to design 
a website of our choice to show our new found perception of this huge and expanding 
domain that is very commonly used in most of our everyday lives like online shopping and 
searching for information. I personally enjoyed this topic a lot and many others in our year 
group. We started with a step-by-step introduction on how to make a website; we were then 
asked to express something we like by making a website about it. Many of us were aiming to 
have our websites deployed on a web host and have worked very hard on them.  
Leoni Hart IIA 
     
Prior to the February Break we worked on programming. Programming is used everywhere in 
everything from games on your phones, your PCs to the elections. We began by re-entering 
the world of Scratch, refreshing our memories on the various blocks of coding constructs 
available. We did this by following instructions on how to code a simple game of pacman 
before being let loose on creating our own personal game. I, along with many others in my 
class, found this topic intriguing and enjoyed this aspect of Computing Science very much. 
          

In retrospect this term has been very educational and fun and we wish to continue with 
Computing Science next year. 
Emily Smith IIA 

http://hartlife.smsfg.co.uk/
http://cupcakecalamity.smsfg.co.uk/
http://atsportsgalore.smsfg.co.uk/
http://placetoplace.smsfg.co.uk/
http://inspirational.smsfg.co.uk/
http://fivefilmfemales.smsfg.co.uk/
http://stuff.smsfg.co.uk/
http://boldandbare.smsfg.co.uk/
http://acosynightin.smsfg.co.uk/
http://ravista.smsfg.co.uk
http://seventhheaven.smsfg.co.uk
http://stationaryandco.smsfg.co.uk/
http://pentathlon.smsfg.co.uk/


 

  
 

One of our parents kindly shared information about the forthcoming event at The Oil and Gas 
Technology Centre. Please go to the link below for further information and to book your place. 
The Centre have launched a series of weekly events called ‘Tech20’ to help inspire a culture 
of innovation in the North-East of Scotland.   

https://theogtc.com/events/2018/tech20-shared-autonomy-the-future-of-interactive-robotics/ 

Ms K. Schmitz 

 13:30sGas Technology Centre Queens Road 
   Tech20: Shared Autonomy: The Future of Interactive Robotics? 

Prof Sethu Vijayakumar, Director, Edinburgh Centre for Robotics   

World renowned robotics professor and judge on BBC Robot Wars, Professor Sethu Vijayakumar, 
will discuss the future of interactive robots. 
 
From robust multi-modal sensing, shared representations, compliant actuation and scalable 
machine learning techniques for real-time learning and adaptation, find out more about the 
technologies that are enabling us to reap the benefits of increased autonomy while still feeling 
securely in control. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Tuesday 20th March, Liberty Mountain and Ashanee Hapuarachchi attended the North 
East of Scotland final for the Procurator Fiscal competition at Elgin Sheriff Court.  They were 
speaking on the topic, 'Has gender had its day?' against competitors from Glenurquhart High 
School.  Both girls delivered passionate speeches that demonstrated their thorough research 
of the issue and displayed a range of convincing rhetorical devices.  On this occasion our 
team were not successful in securing a place in the next round of the competition but the 
judges spoke highly of their skills and recommended that they both continue with their public 
speaking.  Thanks must go to Katie Crabb and Emma Simpson for their support and to Mrs 
Hapuarachchi for providing transportation to and from Elgin.  We are proud of both Liberty 
and Ashanee's efforts and pleased to hold the title of Grampian Regional Finalists 2018. 
 
Mrs S. Torrie 

Procurator Fiscal’s Competition 

Oil and Gas Technology Centre - Interactive Robots 

https://theogtc.com/events/2018/tech20-shared-autonomy-the-future-of-interactive-robotics/


 

  

Maths Masterclass 

The maths masterclass is a series of maths classes for two and a half hours every fortnight. 
It allows pupils from I to III Senior who are interested in maths to learn new things you 
wouldn’t learn inside a maths classroom and to use maths in everyday scenarios. Over the 
five months of attending the classes I feel I have learnt so much more about maths and it has 
developed my love of the subject. The classes have also allowed me to gain experience in 
new areas of maths that I hadn’t previously learnt about and it has allowed me to discover a 
wide range of career paths in the future and speak to people with expertise in different areas. 
My favourite class was “How Pythagoras can help to solve a murder”, when we were taken 
deep into the heart of forensic science and how Pythagoras’ theorem and trigonometry can 
help to identify what angle blood spatter was sent from and from what height! It has inspired 
me to potentially study forensic science in the future and developed my understanding of 
how maths can help in so many different situations in everyday life. It has been an amazing 
course filled with interesting concepts and new things and it has been well worth giving up 
my Saturday mornings for; I will most definitely be taking part again!  
 
Katie Crabb, II Senior 
 
  



 

  

The Great Gatsby Lecture - Robert Gordon’s College 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday afternoon,  I accompanied fourteen intrepid students attended a short lecture at 
Robert Gordon’s College on The Great Gatsby. Professor Hazel Hutchison of the University 
of Aberdeen certainly offered a fresh insight and perspective into Gatsby, both for teachers 
and pupils, and packed a great deal into just half an hour.  
 
She introduced her topic by showing us the original artwork for the 1926 issue (painted by 
Francis Cugat) and its suggestion of things being not quite as they seem, with Daisy’s dis-
embodied eyes, and hinting at the undercurrent of violence. She then considered the impact 
of the First World War on the characters in the novel, whether they had been on the battle-
front or not. She made us aware of the scale of American involvement in the war, and how it 
made America very, very rich as money was borrowed from Wall Street to fund the construc-
tion required for the industry of war, and how this new-found wealth fuelled the hedonistic 
society in The Jazz Age depicted in the novel. She talked about Gatsby’s obsession with 
Daisy being more about his aspirations to join a different class, enabled by his promotion in 
the war, and less about the enigmatic Daisy herself. A different perspective on The Ameri-
can Dream indeed.  
 
Professor Hutchison also explored the context of Tom Buchanan’s extreme views by show-
ing us some American propaganda posters from the time of the First World War, some of 
which were shocking in their approach and content, and made an understanding of the root 
of Tom’s extreme racist attitudes possible. There was also an interactive element as she 
asked the audience to offer their own response to the propaganda posters, and she devel-
oped her talk according to the responses given. The young people present did not disap-
point, and a wide range of perceptive and relevant observations were made.  
 
She also talked about one of the most oft-used essay quotations from the mouth of Fitzger-
ald’s chosen narrator, Nick Carraway: “I was within and without, simultaneously enchanted 
and repelled by the inexhaustible variety of life.” She talked about the dissociation and dis-
enchantment of The Lost Generation, of whom Fitzgerald was one; young men who scarcely 
knew what to do with themselves when they returned from the war. Again, offering a new 
perspective on this iconic novel.  
 
While we think that The Great Gatsby is about love, and the relentless pursuit of a dream, it 
is also worth bearing in mind that one of its original titles was Under the Red, the White and 
the Blue, so today’s brief exploration into violence and the aftermath of war in The Great 
Gatsby was a little more than tangential and gave us all more food for thought, both for fu-
ture essay plans and teaching plans! 
 
Mrs D. Dale 



 

  

Betty Wyness Rosebowl Competition Pianoforte 
Competition 

 
On Wednesday we held our annual Betty Wyness Rosebowl Pianoforte Competition at 
7.00pm in the GP room. A number of girls from senior school participated in this competition 
playing music from a variety of periods and genres. Competing were Tracy Lee (VIS), Janani 
Mohan (IVS), Emily Smith (IIS) and Amy Stewart (VS). It was such a pleasure to welcome 
parents, pupils (past and present) and former and current staff to the evening, and an honour 
to have the company of the daughter and granddaughter (who is a former pupil of St 
Margaret's) of Betty Wyness.  
 
The four contestants drew lots to see in which order they would play and it fell upon Emily to 
open proceedings, which she did beautifully playing Menkanto's 'Valse lente followed by 
Mozart's 'Rondo' and Lenen's 'Cruella de Vil'. Such capable and confident playing from the 
youngest contestant. 
 
Our eldest competitor, Tracy, was up next, playing Rachmaninoff's 'Prelude in D Major', 
followed by Sinding's 'Rustle of Spring'. Tracy moved around the keyboard with ease and 
confidence, barely glancing at her music as she played. 
 
'Somewhere over the Rainbow' by Arlen was Amy's first piece of choice; such a beautiful 
melody to start with and so expressively performed. She followed that with Beethoven's 
'Adagio Cantabile' from Sonata in C Minor and finished with Debussy's Doctor Gradus ad 
Parnassum.  Each piece demonstrated a sound grasp of the required styles.  
 
Our last pianist was Janani Mohan, who delighted us with Debussy's 'Arabesque Number 1' 
and closed the competition with a very commanding performance of Rachmaninoff's 'Prelude 
in C# Minor'. 
 
It was clear from the level of performance we had been treated to that our guest judge, Mr 
Blair Cargill, was going to have a very hard decision ahead of him but Janani was crowned 
the overall winner and was presented with the Betty Wyness Rosebowl; a delightful pianist 
and a very deserved winner. 
 
The pupils at St Margaret's never cease to amaze me with their talents and capabilities and 
once again I felt so proud of them and proud to be part of the St Margaret's family. 
 
Mrs F. Littlejohn 
 



 

  

Debating News 

North of Scotland Schools Senior Public Speaking (NOSS) 
 
The final took place on Wednesday night at the Aberdeen Curl, kindly hosted by the St 
Fittick’s Rotary Club. As always, this was a lively event with all teams presenting at a high 
standard. Our team, Lucy Ruddiman as speaker, Lisa Abraham as chairman and Isla 
Cartney as voter of thanks won the claret jug trophy this year. Lucy’s speech was entitled 
“How far we’ve come” and, on the anniversary of the first women getting the vote in Britain, 
examined issues of female emancipation in the special context of the entertainment industry, 
highly topical at the moment. The girls are to be congratulated on their splendid 
achievement. 
 
European Youth Parliament East Scotland Forum 
 
A team of nine participated in this event last Wednesday in Edinburgh. They were not 
selected for the national final on this occasion, but did gain very valuable experience 
debating European topics, speaking particularly well on environmental issues. 
Congratulations on effort and commitment shown by the whole team. 
 
Donald Dewar Memorial Debating Competition (Law Society of Scotland) 
 
The semi-final took place in school on Tuesday night. Four teams battled it out for a place in 
the final, due to be held in June. This was a “short prep” debate where teams had only one 
hour to prepare their arguments on the motion “This House would introduce gender quotas in 
parliament”. Our team, Iona Thomas-Wright and Lisa Abraham, performed very well in a high 
standard debate, but did not win on this occasion. It was still a great achievement to reach 
this far in the competition. 
 
Ms W. Main 

British Museum Visit 

Last Thursday pupils in III Senior Latin had the opportunity to spend a day in the British 
Museum and the Museum of London, studying Greek and Roman artefacts. On this occasion 
we also fitted in a quick visit to the see the remains of the Roman amphitheatre which can be 
viewed in the basement of the Guildhall Art Gallery. The day was rounded off by supper in 
Covent Garden before we headed back to the Sleeper to return home. 

 

Ms W. Main 



 

  

Model United Nations 

On Friday 16th a group of 13 girls, accompanied by Mrs Jennings and Mr Rennet, set out for 
Edinburgh for the inaugural GWC@Edmun Model United Nations conference. This event 
was a collaboration between George Watson's College (whose MUN conference we have 
attended for years) and Edinburgh university's MUN society. We all enjoyed the changes this 
brought as the style of debate was slightly different - giving us a great taste of what MUN at 
university will be like.  
 
St Margaret's was representing two countries this year: the USA and Germany, across 
subject interest committees ranging from the Human Rights Council and the World Health 
Organisation to Economic and Social Council and the Security Council. We relaxed in the 
evening with a formal dinner and ceilidh held at George Watson's College which was a really 
lovely event and very nostalgic for us sixth years who having been attending GWC MUN 
conferences for a long time. It was up early on Sunday morning and back to another 
stimulating day of debate, culminating with an awards ceremony that left us all feeling very 
proud. As well as everyone receiving very positive feedback from their committee chairs we 
were particularly delighted by the achievements of the following girls who we recognised for 
their contributions over the course of the weekend. Naomi Reiter, Sabrina Carter, Sarah 
Mackay and Jess McClure  all received commendations from their chairs. Lucy Ruddiman, 
Isla Cartney and Rachel Macleod were all awarded distinguished delegate in their respective 
committees showing their excellence across all debates and finally Lisa Abraham, Sara 
Young and Iona Thomas-Wright were awarded Best Delegate in their committees for which  
they received a commemorative gavel. 
 
Overall it was a wonderful weekend and a great way to end our school MUN careers for all of 
us sixth years who are leaving.  
 



 

  

Robert Gordon University ‘Energy Choice’ Event 

Lisa in VI Senior was invited to talk last week at the Robert Gordon University ‘Energy 
Choice’ Event.: 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it’s a real pleasure to be here today and to give you a bit of an insight into how 
my generation feels about the role of women in STEM subjects. I would like to begin by telling you a 
little about myself and my journey so far.  
 
Growing up with parents who are both senior academics, and going to an all girls school meant that I 
never lacked strong female role models in my life. As a child, I was always much more interested in 
building things than playing with dolls, and as I moved up the school, it became apparent that I had an 
immense passion and gift for maths and science, and the path towards finding my way in the field of 
Chemical Engineering came naturally to me - though of course not without a period of doubts and 
hesitation.  
 
While it was something we occasionally discussed in class, gender bias and discrimination were not 
things I frequently came across and I remained solidly in my naïve bubble for many years. It wasn’t 
until I attended a Maths in the Pipeline event at BP when I was 14 years old that I realised there was 
something unusual about my situation. Apart from the girls from my school, there were hardly any 
other females attending the workshop, and I was put into a group where I was the only girl. I didn’t 
immediately think anything of it but it became quickly apparent that no one in my group wanted to 
listen to what I had to say. I remember feeling confused and frustrated because the boys weren’t 
letting me input anything to the task, and whenever I pushed to be more involved, someone would 
roll their eyes at me or call me ‘bossy’. 
 
I realise that I am one of the lucky ones. For many young girls, this is the norm, it happens every day – 
in little and in big ways. Many of my friends from other schools decided to drop maths and physics at 
the first opportunity because it’s not considered “cool”, and at a time when peer pressure and social 
standards are so influential, no girl wants to do something that stops her fitting in. With only 11% of 
the engineering workforce being female, I know that as a young woman entering the field, I have the 
odds stacked against me. In principle, it wouldn’t bother me to be working in a mostly male 
environment, but there are many worries associated with what being the only girl actually means.  
 
Questions such as, ‘is it possible for me to be feminine and still be an engineer or is that reserved for 
the “nerdy” types’? Will I be respected by my male colleagues or will my ideas be dismissed and 
overshadowed? Will I be considered as pushy or over confident if I ask for a promotion or a pay rise? 
Do I need to be better than my male equivalent in order to get the same job? If I assert my position to 
make my voice heard will I be considered as “overbearing” or “rude”?  
 
The truth is, I don’t think many men have to ask themselves the same questions. Have you ever heard 
a successful male leader being described as being too pushy or aggressive? Women who are 
applauded for delivering results at work are then reprimanded for being “out-for-themselves”, 
“difficult” and “abrasive”. Women are essentially penalised when they behave in ways that violate 
society’s gender stereotypes, because our culture just isn’t comfortable with powerful women.  

 



 

  

Robert Gordon University ‘Energy Choice’ Event (cont.) 

Additionally, success makes men more likeable. They are not “aggressive”, they are “assertive”. 
They are “good leaders”, “ambitious” and “approachable”, but for some reason those are not 
qualities we would necessarily associate with a female leader. Even just the word “ambitious” 
has a much more negative connotation when associated with women compared to men. For 
men, success and likability go hand in hand, for women, it seems the opposite is true. For 
young girls, this sets a deep fear as it would appear we have to make a decision between career 
success and social acceptance.  
So what can we do about it? Gender equality is not just a women’s issue, and believing in 
gender equality is not enough. The silent and powerful bias is in all of us, even in those who are 
well meaning. Surprisingly, even women don’t trust women to be good leaders, as a survey has 
shown 67% of the general public think that women do possess the required capabilities for 
senior positions. However, many studies have shown that business performance increases 
dramatically when there are more women in top leadership positions. Also, empowering and 
educating women is the number one way to alleviate poverty worldwide and when we alleviate 
poverty we create markets. If the industrialised world takes the right steps, we set a standard 
for others.  
At the same time, we cannot invoke change unless we as a society admit that we are biased, 
and being aware of potential bias may be a first step towards a fairer system. No amount of 
laws or quotas can change the way our society will view girls like me. 
Legislation doesn’t change culture, people change culture. What you do day in, day out 
matters.  
But women can’t do it alone. Male participation is critical in changing our society – it only takes 
one powerful man to speak up, raise awareness, spark conversation and take the first step so 
others will follow. I do hope that men like this are amongst this audience today, and amongst 
the teachers, academics, industry colleagues and bosses I will encounter throughout my future 
career in engineering.  
 
Lisa Reidel 



 

  

After School Care News 

We have been busy experimenting in ASC the past few weeks.  Mrs Murray came to help 
some girls doing a science activity of growing crystals. The picture on the kit box looked like 
the crystals would grow upwards but after a few days of waiting, our crystals went outwards 
to fill the bottom of the container. 
 
Our next experiment was much messier!  We tried using marble ink in shaving foam to make 
some colourful pictures. Unfortunately it didn’t work very well but as you can see from the 
photos, the girls had fun playing with the foam. 
 
Just when we thought it wasn’t possible to make any more mess, some girls suggested we 
make slime!  We tried three different recipes with varying degrees of success. The most 
successful version only had three ingredients – PVA glue, contact solution, and baking 
powder. It seems that the more experienced slime makers produced the best results.  It’s 
definitely an activity that we will do again. 
 
Last week we had our ASC Annual Pupil Conference. Everyone from nursery to 6J took part.  
The older girls headed up the meeting and topics discussed included holding charity events, 
which charities to raise money for, and what crafts to make. The children also gave ideas for 
things to do in ASC.   
 
On the rare days where the weather has been nice, we have gone outside to play. Darcy (1 
Junior) has managed to get on to the monkey bars!  Well done Darcy! 
 
Miss S. Thomson 
 
 



 

  

After School Care News (continued) 



 

  

PTA News 

Bags2school  

 
Following the recent Bags2school collection the PTA received a cheque for £90 which is a 
tidy sum towards our funds. 
 
The next date Bags2school collection will be on Tuesday 12th June. 
 
Spring Uniform Sale 
 
The Spring uniform sale was held in the school dining room on Saturday. It was a fairly quiet 
event but those that braved the rather wintery weather grabbed some bargains and it was 
nice to meet some new girls and their families. The PTA will raise over £600 from this event 
which is very welcome. 
 
The next sale will be in June (date to be confirmed) so watch this space for more details. 
 
Mrs M. Miller 

SAVE THE DATE 

Saturday 2 June 2018 

 

Following the success of the school’s 2016 
Anniversary Ball we have decided to 

organise a whole school fundraising ceilidh 
for parents and friends of St Margaret’s, to 
be held at the Trinity Hall, Holburn Street 

and featuring the school Ceilidh Band 

Ticketing details will follow soon… 

For queries, please contact f.littlejohn@st-
margaret.aberdeen.sch.uk 

Fundraising Ceilidh 



 

  

PE News 

Football 
  
Hannah Wilson (1 Junior) was delighted to have been awarded the Vattenfall football award 
for the month of February. She plays for West End FC’s U7 team and her coach David 
Duncan, commented on Hannah’s achievement, “Hannah was one of the first 10 girls to start 
training when the Club was formed, just 8 months ago! She is there every week with a 
massive smile on her face that is infectious to everyone! Even though Hannah is one of our 
younger players, she enjoys training with the older girls. She is a pleasure to coach and one 
of our most eager to constantly learn more. This attitude has resulted in Hannah showing 
great improvement, where she supports her teammates at each festival.” Well done,Hannah. 
 

Mrs K. Norval 

Yoga Club 
 
Yoga club on a Friday will continue after the Easter break. Ms Thompson will run the class for 
5 to 7 Junior girls from 4 to 5pm starting on Friday 20th April to Friday 8th June. 
 
Braving the Scottish weather... 
 
We had to share this picture of our very brave and hardy girls, who, despite the horizontal 
sleet during the Cross-country Championships, never complained once! (Thanks to Mrs 
Reynolds for sending in the photo.) 



 

  

PE News (continued) 

Badminton Crombie League 
 
Jewel, Harriet, Isla and Joanna played in the Crombie badminton league over four Sundays 
with Éabha helping out one week. The girls moved up to play in Division 2 this year and 
although they lost some of their matches the games were close and exciting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PE Kit 
 
Thistle Sports have now gone live on their website with a section for St Margaret’s. Please 
use the following link if you need to buy PE kit https://www.thistlesports.com/collections/st-
margarets-school-for-girls. PE kit is also available from Aitken and Niven. I have a large 
collection of lost property which includes blouses, hooded tops, sports equipment so please 
ask your daughter to come and check for any lost items. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.thistlesports.com/collections/st-margarets-school-for-girls
https://www.thistlesports.com/collections/st-margarets-school-for-girls


 

  

PE News (continued) 

Netball 
 
On Saturday, 13 first year pupils played in friendly matches against Cults Academy.  All girls 
played extremely well, enjoying the games experience.  They are looking forward to the start 
of next season already. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
At our last Thursday netball club we said goodbye to our sixth year team.  The girls have 
played together for the past 7 years, showing commitment and enthusiasm throughout their 
time at school.  We thank them for their efforts and wish them well in their future endeavours. 
 
Mrs J. Reid 



 

  

PE News (continued) 

Trampoline 
 
Elizabeth Glasspool (III Senior) was delighted to achieve another goal she set herself. Last 
weekend she competed in Perth at the Regional Team Qualifier and jumped herself to a 
place in the British Team Finals to be held in Birmingham in June. Good Luck Elizabeth! 
 
RGC/Albyn Cross-country Competition 
 
Congratulations to all the girls who participated in the RGC/Albyn cross-country race last 
Friday. It was a horrible day to be outside let alone run so the girls needed a lot of resilience 
and mental toughness to complete the course! Thanks must go to the mums of Ruby, 
Shaneka and Ashanee, Sarah, Jessica and Jezzica who helped on the day. Thanks also 
must go to Miss Aitken for all her organisation to ensure it all ran smoothly. Despite these 
awful conditions we had a silver lining (quite literally!) of winning three silver team medals. 
Congratulations to the following girls: 
 
7J team – Joy Olanrewaju, Shaneka Hapuarachchi  and Emma Murray 
IS team – Erin Gibson, Bethan Wood and Ellen MacDonald 
IIIS team – Francesca Mountain, Carly McNeill and Lyona Munyoro
 
Meanwhile, last Saturday, Janani Mohan (IV Senior) was competing in the Scottish Schools’ 
Cross-country Competition near Edinburgh. With one hundred and fifty competitors, Janani 
came a very credible 32

nd
, which is an excellent result competing against the best in 

Scotland.  She also recently came second in the U17 race held at Balgownie at her local 
AAAXC race. Keep on running Janani! 
 
Easter hockey festival 
 
We recently had around fifty pupils from 5 Junior upwards participating in our final hockey 
event of the season. Apart from some flurries of snow and being cold the girls had various 
Easter or St Patrick day themed fancy dress and then competed in an inter-house 
tournament.  Thanks go to Mrs Gibson for all her decorations to set the scene along with 
help from Mrs Canale to provide a warm drink and tasty treats for all to enjoy. 
Inter-house results: 
 
Senior competition: 1

st
 – Kildrummy, 2

nd
 equal – Dunnottar and Crathes 

Junior competition: 1
st
 – Kildrummy, 2

nd
 Dunnottar, 3

rd
 - Crathes 

 

Mrs K. Norval 



 

  

IM Easter Charity Fayre 

IM hosted a very successful Easter Fayre on Wednesday 28th March in the school hall.  
They had chosen to raise money for two charities that members of the class have close 
connections to: Sepsis and Cystic Fibrosis. The fayre contained a range of stalls including: 
guess how many chicks are in the jar and an Easter egg raffle. There was a bake sale and 
tuck shop. The Easter bunny was also present and girls could have their photograph taken 
with the bunny for a small donation. IM would like to thank everyone who supported their 
efforts. So far at least £250 has been raised, and donations keep coming in! 
 
Mrs S. Torrie and Miss S. Orr 
 
 



 

  

Careers News 

On Monday 12
th
 March, Mrs Murray came in to talk to the senior girls about her career as an 

occupational therapist. She told us about the different career options in occupational therapy 
and what occupational therapy involves. Mrs Murray gave us some examples of how 
occupational therapists help a variety of people of different ages. The talk Mrs Murray gave 
was very inspirational and helpful to all the girls and especially for all the girls who were 
considering it as a career option. 
 
Emma Murray (IV Senior) 
 
 
On Monday 26

th
 we had a careers talk from a vet and a vet nurse from Ardene Vets. They 

both talked to us about what they do; what their roles are for being a vet, their day to day 
tasks and the pros and cons of their job. They also took in photos for us to see and they 
described to us the work they were carrying out in each picture. We found what they had to 
say very interesting and inspiring and we would like to thank them very much for coming in 
and talking to us and showing us their animal photos.  
 
Emily Austin, IV Senior 
 
 
We were fortunate to be visited by Dr Dawson, who is a cardiologist, came in and spoke to 
us about what she does on a day to day basis. She also explained what we could do after 
university, including the number of years we can do speciality training. We were also told 
about the research she is doing on a condition which is very similar to a heart attack, which 
was only discovered recently because it was overlooked. Dr Dawson showed us images of 
hearts with different diseases and explained how the heart is affected by them. She also 
showed us how many people are needed to create a research team and that everyone had a 
different role and specialised in a different area. Many of us are interested in medicine and Dr 
Dawson gave us a great insight into what is needed to achieve our goals. 
 
Rameen Wahaj and Fiona Coghill, IV Senior 
 

 
 


