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LINKS TO THE COMMUNITY
We are fortunate to have such an 
interesting local environment around 
the school and small groups of children 
visit the local shops to buy snacks or 
baking ingredients. We have visited a 
variety of local businesses including: the 
opticians, shoe shops, fish monger, local 
supermarkets, construction site, Rubislaw 
Gardens, the post office, dental practice 
and Ferryhill library as part of learning 
about the world around us. We also invite 
experts into the nursery such as the 
SSPCA and the Child Smile Practitioner. 

OUR STAFF
We have well qualified, enthusiastic 
staff, who bring a wide variety of 
experience to our nursery. Our 
nursery environment reflects the care, 
quality and professionalism of our 
dedicated team which comprises a 
nursery manager, nursery teacher and 
experienced early years practitioners.

OPENING HOURS/SESSIONS
8.40am – 3pm (36 weeks) i.e. 1140 hours per 
school year fully funded by Aberdeen City 
Council. Alternative part time hours may be 
available depending on demand and can 
be discussed with the nursery manager.

Morning care in the nursery from 
8am – 8.40am and After School Care 
in the nursery from 3pm – 5.30pm 
will be charged at a modest fee.

LUNCH AND SNACKS
Where applicable, lunches are charged 
at £3.30 per day, however, for nursery 
children accepting a funded place, the 
cost of lunch will be met by Aberdeen 
City Council. There will be a charge of 
£60 per school year for healthy snacks.

MOVING INTO 1 JUNIOR
Many parents choose for their daughter 
to continue her education at St Margaret’s 
into our 1 Junior class. A number of 
activities are planned to make this 
transition as smooth as possible.

Why choose an all girls’ school 
for your daughter?

-  Girls have the confidence and 
freedom to be themselves;

-  Girls are likely to study subjects 
they enjoy and at which they excel; 
there are no gender stereotypes;

-  We can focus only on what 
girls need at their different 
developmental stages;

-  We achieve outstanding academic 
results, of which the national 
league tables are evidence;

-  We provide a challenging and 
supportive environment designed 
for girls where they are free to 
take risks and master new skills.

At St Margaret’s we have specialised in 
girls’ education since 1846. We believe 
that a single-sex education offers girls 
the space in which their intellectual 
and physical identity can blossom, a 
space which is free from stereotype, full 
of challenge and rich with opportunity 
and care. It is in this sort of environment 
that girls can develop the self-esteem 
and confidence which will enable 
them to fulfil their potential and make 
a positive impact on the world.
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OUTDOOR LEARNING
Outdoor learning is hugely important in 
the early years, and at St Margaret’s the 
‘Wee Green Spaces’ initiative provides 
the perfect opportunity for the children 
to explore local outdoor spaces, which 
we are very fortunate to have on our 
doorstep. ‘Wee Green Spaces’ offers a 
range of learning opportunities, which start 
even before we leave the classroom as 
pupils become familiar with the routines 
of packing their own bags, choosing and 
packing a snack, putting on waterproofs 
and wellies while all the time helping 
and encouraging each other.  During 
the outing, the children explore letters 
and numbers, become familiar with 
landmarks, use their imagination when 
discussing who lives behind particular 
doors en route and keeping safe.  The 
children love to climb and walk on walls, 
explore secret paths, build swings and 
tents and roll down hills.  With support 
and perseverance, the children can 
gain a wonderful sense of achievement 
when they realise they can overcome 
whatever challenge is facing them. 

We are fortunate at St Margaret’s that our 
outdoor space is a safe, secure grassed 

area with enough room for all children 
to play and is the ideal environment to 
support loose parts play.  The children are 
encouraged to play using crates, planks 
of wood, tyres and cardboard boxes 
supporting active and imaginative free 
play.  The children can become anything 
they wish from creating and making a 
bus to constructing their own den.

The nursery’s mud kitchen is also 
extremely popular with the children, 
especially the ice cream shop and soup 
making. The children make notes on 
clipboards, wooden discs and chalkboards, 
while using the telephone to make 
bookings and the till to take payments.  
We have grown herbs to put in our ‘soup’ 
and have a wide variety of pans, utensils 
and small kitchen appliances to support 
role-play. The children love it when they 
have access to water, enabling yet more 
creativity and imagination, even if it does 
occasionally result in soggy trousers!

INTRODUCTION
From August 2020, in partnership with Aberdeen City 
Council, St Margaret’s School is pleased to be able to 
offer fully funded places of 1140 hours per school year.

The nursery day operates from 8.40am to 3pm in term time. 
Morning care is available within the nursery from 8am and 

after school care is also provided from 3pm – 5.30pm. Nursery 
children can also benefit from our popular Holiday Club.

CURRICULUM
We provide active learning opportunities 
in our well-resourced nursery and 
outdoor area for girls and boys aged 
between 3 and 5. We promote learning 
through planned and spontaneous play 
to encourage imagination, creativity, 
exploration and problem solving. The 
children’s interests lead and develop our 
planning. A record of each child’s learning 
experiences is kept in their own individual 

learning journey. These develop over the 
year and we are keen for the children to 
share these with their parents. The children 
have the opportunity to participate in 
timetabled music and gym sessions with 
specialist teachers twice weekly.

Pre-school children have the opportunity 
to take part in dancing lessons on a weekly 
basis with a specialist.
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Registered Charity with OSCR (Reg. No. SC016265)

If you would like to find out more about the 
Nursery at St Margaret’s, please visit our website 
www.st-margaret.aberdeen.sch.uk or telephone 
our admissions office on +44 (0)1224 584466 to 

arrange a personalised tour of the school.

ST MARGARET’S SCHOOL
17 Albyn Place, Aberdeen, AB10 1RU

T +44 (0)1224 584466 
E admissions@st-margaret.uk

“In the nursery, children are becoming involved 
meaningfully in their own learning through the introduction 

of learning journeys and through the use of floor books. 
They are developing their independence very well through 
nursery routines such as snack time and self-registration.”

EDUCATION SCOTLAND REPORT


