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On Saturday 2nd June we are hosting a St Margaret’s Community 
Ceilidh at the Trinity Hall, Aberdeen. 
 
The event is open to parents, former parents, current and former 
staff, sixth year pupils and former pupils and any friends of St 
Margaret’s. See below for booking information. We look forward to a 
happy and enjoyable evening together. 
 
Miss Anna Tomlinson 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  PTA News 

The next Bag2school collection will be taking place soon, with bags 
being issued to girls on the 25th May with the collection taking place 
on the 12th June.  
 
Mrs L. Streether 



 

  

Change of Term Dates 

 
The autumn term date was due to end on Friday 21st December 2018, and this is, in fact, the 
day after our annual carol service which this year has to take place on Thursday 20th 
December because of the availability of the venue. We had hoped to be back in the Music Hall 
but its refurbishment continues and our contingency plans remain at the Beach Ballroom. 
 
In the summer term of 2019, the school was have to closed on Monday 22nd April for the local 
Aberdeen spring holiday. However, the SQA examination dates for 2019 have recently been 
announced and the public exams for our girls in IV, V and VI Senior will begin earlier next 
year, on 25th April. 
 
Therefore, in order to afford our senior classes the maximum teaching time available prior to 
their SQA exams, we have decided to keep the school open on Monday 22nd April 2019, and 
instead finish our autumn term on Thursday 20th December after the carol service. 
 
For further information please refer to the term dates document which can be found on the 
parents’ area of the school website.  
 
Mrs S. Lynch 
 

 
 
 

 

1 Junior were very interested to learn about scuba diving from Mrs Matthews as part of their 
topic about the sea. They were able to touch different equipment that is needed for scuba 
diving and they learned some of the hand signals needed to communicate under the water. 
Mrs Matthews told them about some of the animals that she has encountered when diving. 
The girls asked lots of questions about diving and were keen to find out more facts about sea 
animals.  
 
'The flippers are called fins' - Hannah 
'The wet suit was heavy and thicker than the dry suit'  - Ioanna 
'I liked learning about the signals for jellyfish and OK' - Candela 
'The mask goes over your nose so you can pop your ears' - Charlotte 
'You always have to dive with a buddy' - Darcy 
'Mrs Matthews freed a shark from a net!' - Manuela 
 
We would like to thank Mrs Matthews for bringing in all the equipment and spending time 
answering the girls’ questions. 
 
Mrs J. Garden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Junior Scuba Diving Talk 



 

  

Loose Parts Lunchtimes 

On a Friday lunchtime, the girls can join in with the 'Loose Parts' club in the playground, 
where I help to support and develop their ideas. Last week, the girls developed an obstacle 
course and most of the girls were totally engaged in trying out the course. Some girls 
helped by creating a 'STOP' barrier to allow others to cross the equipment safely before 
another girl joined in.  
 
As you can see, the girls are developing many skills through loose play such as creativity, 
gross and fine motor skills and cooperation skills.  
 
We would like to develop our resources with cable reels, old steering wheels, crates, planks 
of wood and ropes etc. If you have any equipment you would like to donate to the club 
please do get in touch. Thank you. 
 
Mrs J. Garden 
 

 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

  

2 Junior Visitors 

As part of our human body topic we have welcomed Mr Wiseman (Yasmin’s Dad) in to class 
to speak to us all about hair as he is a hairdresser. The girls came up with some very 
interesting questions. We found out about what hair is made of, why it is so slow to grow, 
why we need to wash it and why we actually have hair. 
 
We have also welcomed Dr Sekulin (mum of Chloe in 5 Junior) in to the class. Again we had 
prepared many questions. We found out about why we have finger nails, why we cough 
when we have a cold, what happens when you die and why some people go blind. 
 
Both visits from Mr Wiseman and Dr Sekulin provided the girls with the opportunity to speak 
to experts. We will be visiting the dentist and optician in the next few weeks to further our 
learning about the human body. 
 
Miss S. Hulme 
 

 

 
The Junior Pupil Council have conducted a survey to see what we like to read.: 
 
We asked you who your favourite authors were… 
You replied…J.K Rowling, Jacqueline Wilson, Enid Blyton, Daisy Meadows, David Walliams 
and Dr Seuss’s Books.  
We asked how long you spend reading each week… 
You replied…2 people spend 0-30 minutes reading, 18 people spend 1-2 hours, 15 people 
spend 2-3 hours reading and the majority 68 people spend 3+ hours reading.  
We asked you when is your favourite time to read… 
You replied…our preferred time to read is in the evening, on a plane, at bedtime, in the 
morning, in the car, on play dates, all the time, with mum and with family.  
We asked you which books you would like to see in the library… 
You replied…animal stories, Shakespeare stories, famous celebrity books, star wars books, 
Roald Dahl books and ‘people of sparks’.  
We asked you what types of books you enjoy… 
You replied…we like reading adventure stories, ghost town stories, mystery stories, fiction 
stories and non-fiction stories.  
We asked you if there is anything that would encourage you to read more… 
You replied…having a reading day, a book club, more Eric time, a bigger library, paired 
reading with buddy class and book challenges.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Pupil Council 



 

  

Find Out Friday 

The topic under discussion at the recent Find out Friday event was ‘The benefits of personal 
reading’. There is evidence to show that a pupil who reads for 20 minutes a day will, in one 
school year, have read for the equivalent of 3600 minutes and will have encountered 
1,800,000 words. Reading for only 5 minutes each day is equivalent to 900 minutes and 
282,000 words and if the student only reads for 1 minute each day then over the school year 
that will equate to 180 minutes and 8,000 words. This research poses the question ‘Which 
student would you expect to have the better vocabulary and be more successful in school 
and in life?’. There is further evidence to show that reading, whilst having the obvious 
positive impact on literacy skills, also impacts positively on the pupils’ numeracy 
development. 
 
So how do we develop this love of reading? Research has repeatedly shown that motivation 
to read decreases with age, especially if pupils' attitudes towards reading become less 
positive. If children do not enjoy reading when they are young, then they are unlikely to do so 
when they get older." The place of reading in the home is particularly crucial in developing 
this love of reading, and so the questions to be answered are: 
 

Does your children see you reading at home and setting this good example for them? 
How much time are you able to give to sharing books with your children? 
Do your children know what reading for enjoyment looks like? 
 

We all live in a busy world where demands on our time are high but as parents I would 
encourage you to think about your role in your children’s learning and ask you to consider 
following these action points: 
  
 Take time to sit down and read with your child – in my experience there is no better 

activity than enjoying a book with your child. You develop a closeness and shared 
experience which will last a life time and help to develop that strong bond between 
parent and child. 

 
 Enjoy the world of picture books for as long as you can – picture books are a wonderful 

type of literature. When you share a picture book you are able, through shared 
discussion, to develop skills of inference and prediction, of character analysis and 
opinion about the style and content of the book. These are skills your child will need as 
they move through their education and starting to develop them at a young age is a 
definite bonus. As your child becomes older you can also look at aspects of grammar 
and spelling. Each picture book brings a wealth of learning alongside the sheer 
pleasure of a great story shared between a parent and child. 

 
 Do not hurry your child onto chapter books – when children learn to read they are 

excited about moving on to chapter books, but try not to hurry them on and try not to 
miss out any authors along the way. Once a child feels they had passed an author and 
that their books are too young for them they will not return to enjoy those books, and 
can miss out on so much enjoyment by doing this. Similarly reading books with a theme 
that is perhaps above their current level of maturity can mean they miss the depth of 
experience for that book and again miss out on all that the author was hoping for their 
reader. Age appropriate books are always to be recommended. Remember J K Rowling 
expected her readers to grow in age with her characters and just because you can read 
Harry Potter at age 7 doesn’t mean it is the best choice. 

 
 



 

  

Find Out Friday (continued) 

It is good to remember that reading encompasses all types of books and publications:  
 

  Magazines 
 Newspapers 
 News on iphone 
 Comics 
 Factual books 
 Cookery books and other instructional books 
 Audible books and the films of books 
 
These all constitute reading and are great ways for you to demonstrate and share reading for 
enjoyment with your child. You can ask all of the questions about these texts that you can 
about fiction stories and continue to develop your child’s understanding and response to these 
texts, developing an understanding and love of what reading is all about. Films are perhaps a 
unique type of literature in that you are able to compare and contrast the book with the film 
interpretation and take part in that much debated question – do you watch the film or read the 
book first? Some children find it hard to develop a love of fiction stories but are drawn to more 
factual types of literature and your child’s innate preferences should always be taken into 
account when you are trying to foster their love of reading, whilst at the same time continuing 
to try to find an author or genre of fiction which does appeal to them. As your child gets older 
they will quite naturally develop the skill of reading in their heads and this is always a great 
landmark in reading development and is to be encouraged. This, of course, can mean that 
sharing a book becomes more of a challenge for you as a parent, but you can still question 
your child about their reading and I would also recommend that occasionally you both read the 
same book at the same time and then all of the discussions you were able to have about 
picture books can continue. I would also recommend that you still have a shared reading out 
loud time, to help  your child continue to develop their fluency and expression and their public 
reading voice – all great life skills  which it is important we promote for all of our children.    
 
At school, all of our junior school classrooms are rich reading environments for our pupils and 
we are fortunate to have a two wonderful school libraries, one in the junior school and one in 
the senior school. Both of these libraries are well stocked and resourced. Every class in the 
junior school has a weekly slot to attend the library and parents are also welcome to visit our 
library at the end of the school day and to take books out which they can share and enjoy with 
their children. We often have a reading focus across the school. Last year we focused on 
developing a love of poetry with the girls and this year we have introduced set reading times, 
referred to as ERIC (Everyone Reading In Class) to help develop further the girls’ love of 
reading. We have also had a number of author visits which help to stimulate the girls’ interests 
in a wider range of authors. Class teachers often implement extra activities, such as a 1000 
page challenge or a weekly book review journal to help the girls develop a regular reading 
habit. As we move into next session junior staff are already discussing ways to promote 
personal reading and we look forward to sharing these initiatives with you. When I started to 
think about this topic, one of the articles I read told of how one junior school teacher referred to 
class reading time and visits to the library as ‘escape time’ – what an apt description. Reading 
allows us to travel to many different worlds and certainly opens up our minds. I think we should 
all give ourselves time to escape and when doing so with your children you can relax in the 
knowledge that taking time to read is educationally beneficial to your child and  will help 
develop a closeness and shared experience between you. These positive experiences will 
benefit your relationship with your child for many years to come. Above all I would encourage 
us all to enjoy reading time and also enjoy the positive impact it can have on our own 
wellbeing. There really are so many benefits to reading for enjoyment so go on, find a good 
book and enjoy – time well spent all round. 
 
Mrs N. Murray 
 
 
 



 

  

Outdoor Learning 

1 and 2 Junior have been to Bon Accord Terrace Gardens.  
 
Orienteering 
 
We worked in pairs to find insects, match them and stamp them on to our sheets. We then 
had to find different letters hidden around the trees in a certain order. We were working with 
a partner, taking turns and using our memory. 
 
The next week we had to use small maps to orienteer our way around the different cones. It 
was very challenging!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exploration Time 
 
At snack time, the girls explored the gardens. They had great fun rolling and running down 
the steep hill. Some chose to go on a minibeast hunt and others enjoyed skipping and play-
ing with the cut grass. Candela made a cake with the grass cuttings. We used the big ropes 
to create swings in the trees. Some girls used wool to make a spider’s web in the trees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All things stick… 
 
Using sticks and other natural materials we were creating pictures. We tried to make them 
symmetrical.  
 
Miss S. Hulme 
 

 
 
    



 

  

PE News 

Netball 
 
Congratulations go to Una McGee (IIIA) for being part of the winning team in the Aberdeen 
under 15 netball B league.  Westhill Warriors beat Westhill Panthers 24-5 to win the plate. 
 
Mrs J. Reid 

 

Grampian Young Arts 2018 - Golden Art Competition 

S3 pupils across the city and shire were invited to create an artwork using ‘Golden’ as the 
stimulus. The art and design department is delighted to announce that two from our twelve 
entries have been awarded top places!  Presentation of prizes took place at the RGU Sir Ian 
Wood building. It was lovely to see the girls accompanied by their parents to celebrate their 
success.  
 
OVERALL WINNER – Alina Artikova IIIS 
Judges comments: ‘A very accomplished figure portrait/still life composition. Attention to 
detail has been shown throughout this piece, from the delicate butterflies giving a sense of 
depth as they float into the sunshine to the golden details picked out in the cascading hair of 
the sitter.  Truly encapsulates the theme of “Golden”’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Artist Prize – Eabha O’Sullivan IIIS 
Judges comments: ‘This artwork stood out from the rest for me because of how stylised it 
was and the rich use of colour. It is well drawn and proportioned. Reminds me a bit of the 
Mexican artist Frida Kahlo.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs T. Scott 



 

  

Summer Holiday Club 

Thank you to all those who have booked a place at the holiday club so far.  We still have 
spaces so we hope more pupils will want to come.  So far, the programme includes outings 
to the zoology building, Stonehaven, Aberdeen Science Centre, beach and play park.  I am 
currently finalising two other exciting trips!  Other activities include Nerf Gun Wars, paddling 
pool, magic show, baking, painting and lots more! 
 
Here are some photos from last year’s club to give you a flavour of what we get up to. 
 
Miss S. Thomson 
 

 



 

  

Macduff Aquarium Visit - IIIS Biology 

The IIIS Biologists enjoyed a sunny and breezy day’s fieldwork at Banff Links beach and 
Macduff Aquarium. We spent the morning session on the rocky shore sampling the plants 
and fish invertebrates which we found on the rocks whilst investigating their distribution with 
distance from the sea. Top finds were the large shore crab and the ever-popular baby 
starfish. We seemed to have coincided our trip with the hatching of flatfish larvae as their 
near-invisible forms were found in almost every rock pool. Can you spot any in the photo 
with the baby star fish?  
 
Mrs A. Miller 
 
 



 

  

Fundraising High Tea for Namibia Trip 

 
 
 
 
 

We are hosting a Ceilidh on Saturday 2
nd

 June at the Trinity Hall, Aberdeen and would 
appreciate it greatly if you would consider one of our sponsorship opportunities or raffle 
donations below. 
 
Sponsorship opportunities: Title Sponsor- £1,000, Welcome Drink Sponsor - £500, 
Flower Sponsor - £250, Band Sponsor - £250 
 
Raffle prize ideas: Vouchers for spa days, vouchers for meals out, overnight stay 
packages, luxury handbag, jewellery, afternoon tea, golf day, whisky or champagne, 
concert tickets, hampers, luxury camping weekends, Adventure/activity vouchers, Flowers 
or plants, Luxury chocolates, Electronic devices, Theatre tickets, Sporting event tickets, 
School uniform voucher. 
 
 
All levels of sponsorship are welcome and any of the above could be shared sponsors so 
please don’t feel you have to sponsor the full amount. Raffle prizes will be gratefully received 
or you may wish to make a monetary donation to enable us to purchase a raffle prize. 
 
All sponsors will be recognised during the evening and we are happy to accommodate any 
promotional materials that you might want to display on the tables. All profits will contribute 
towards school projects and our nominated charity, Charlie House. Please get in touch with 
Fiona Littlejohn, f.littlejohn@st-margaret.aberdeen.sch.uk or call 01224 595189 if you think 
you can help in any way possible. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of the school. 
 
Mrs F. Littlejohn 

St Margaret’s Ceilidh - Sponsorship Opportunities 

For further information and tickets, please contact Mr Milne at Doreen@igmc.co.uk or Mrs 
Fox at foxrj@hotmail.co.uk 
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