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The final weeks of term are full of special events and opportunities 
for learning outside the classroom. Last Saturday our gym was 
transformed beyond recognition for the Operating Theatre Live 
event to which we welcomed over 100 pupils. Mrs Miller has 
provided a full account of this day-long experience which I am sure 
will not be forgotten for a long time to come. 
 
On Sunday morning our Race for Life team assembled for the 5k 
challenge. It was lovely to join with so many other people to raise 
money for Cancer Research, a charity close to many of our hearts. 
Thank you to everyone who sponsored us; we are delighted to have 
raised  £3,317.80. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thankfully, the weather also held for Sports Day on Tuesday.  It 
was a real community event with pupils of all ages participating and 
with great support from parents both as spectators and very able 
caterers! Thank you to staff, pupils and parents for making this such 
a special occasion in the school calendar. 
 
Yesterday, saw the annual Murray and Lamont music competitions, 
which for the audience were an absolute joy. I am sure it is not as 
comfortable as a performer but for those of us fortunate enough to 
sit and listen to our young musicians it was a most enjoyable 
experience. Mr Parfitt has written an account of the competition for 
the newsletter but I must congratulate all those who took part; it 
takes courage and a lot of practice to do so! 
 
Tomorrow, we look forward to welcoming St Margaret’s families to 
the PTA second hand uniform and book sale from 10:30am to 
12:30pm. Parent helpers have put a lot of hard work into organising 
this event and I thank them in anticipation of tomorrow’s event. 
 
On Sunday we shall be waving off the 17 girls and 2 members of 
staff who are heading off with Venture Force for a three week 
expedition to Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe. This promises to 
be a once in a lifetime trip and we wish our ‘desert maidens’ safe 
travels. Trips to Iceland and Winmarleigh also set out next week 
and our senior school activities days promise to be enjoyable and 
stimulating experiences at the end of the week. As ever, it’s all go at 
St Margaret’s! 
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The 1 Junior girls were learning about how pirates got scurvy long ago. They learned that a 
Scottish doctor called James Lind discovered that eating lots of fruit and vegetables with 
Vitamin C helped them to recover from scurvy. The girls made posters to show which fruits 
and vegetables had the most Vitamin C. They went to the science lab to test iodine solutions 
with different juices. They discovered that the pepper juice contained the most Vitamin C, 
closely followed by orange juice. They worked in teams to count how many drops it took to 
turn the iodine into a different colour. They enjoyed using the pipettes and taking turns at 
dropping the juices into the test tubes. Thank you to VI Senior girls who helped us with the 
experiment.  
 
Mrs J. Garden 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Junior - Testing for Scurvy Busting Juice! 



 

  

 On a very windy Thursday this week, 1 Junior went to Cove to go rock pooling with the help 
of Duncan the ranger from the Aberdeen Ranger Services. We climbed down some jagged 
rocks and found lots of little rock pools to explore. The girls enjoyed using the nets and 
spotter checklist to find various things.  
 
'There were lots of limpets' - Ioanna 
'I found a sea anemone' - Manuela 
'There were lots of sea snails'  - Jessica 
'My mum found a jellyfish. You can’t touch it even when it is dead because it will still sting 
you' - Darcy  
 
We left before the wild waves came in and travelled to the Fittie village to explore some of 
the historical features. We had some time to explore the park and played some circle time 
games before heading back to school.   
 
Mrs J. Garden 
 
 

1 Junior - Rock Pools and Fittie Village 



 

  

1 Junior Charity Event 

1 Junior held a charity event on Friday 8th June which was World Oceans Day. They made 
their own tickets, designed posters and created the games to play. They decided which 
game they would like to be in charge of and gave fantastic explanations of the rules of the 
games to the other classes who visited. They had a choice of guessing the mermaid's 
birthday, guess the number of shells in the jar, pin the eye patch on the pirate, name the 
pirate, find the golden jewel hidden in the sand and find the treasure on the map. There 
was also a colouring competition. They invited their parents in to play the games after 
school. The whole school wore blue on Friday and donated a total of £314.81 which will be 
shared between the RNLI and the Marine Conservation Society. Thank you to everyone 
who contributed to the charity event.  The winners were: 
 
Guess the mermaid’s birthday (5

th
 July) – Emma 4J  

Name the pirate (Captain Patchy) – Keanna 6J 
Guess the number of shells in the jar (41) – Abigail Lee’s mum, Sophie 2J, Ava 3J, Lizzie  
6J 
Find the treasure on the map – 1J Cece, 2J Fatima, 3J Marika, 4J Hannah, 5J Isla, 6J 
Ruby, 7J Georgia, visitors after school - Paige (nursery)  
 
Mrs J. Garden 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

2 and 3 Junior Visit to the Dentist 

Following on from learning about the body and being hygienic, 2J and 3J visited Crown 
Dental Practice. The girls were given the opportunity to be both dentists and patients. Lots 
of different activities had been organised for us. We completed a quiz, we used the dentist’s 
chair, we inspected bear’s mouth and used some of the dentist’s equipment. Did you know 
you have to brush your teeth twice a day for two minutes each time? 
 
“I liked everything, especially seeing my daddy” – Aditi 3J 
“I liked using the mini hoover to suck the water out of the patient’s very big mouth” – 
Hannah 3J 
“I liked wearing the mask and cleaning the teddy bear’s teeth.” Liz 2J 
“I liked pressing the different buttons to make the chair go up and down and backwards and 
forwards.” Lara 2J 
“I liked standing up and trying to count how long 2 minutes were.” Sophie 2J 
 
Miss S. Hulme 
 

 
   



 

  

3 Junior - Mapping the School 

In 3J we have been very busy developing our mapping skills. We were especially pleased to 
be joined by Mrs Crisp from the senior school. We have learned that maps should have 5 
main features: a title, a grid, a scale, a key and symbols and a compass pointing north. We 
mapped the school playground to use as a treasure map. Today, we hid jewels in the 
playground and gave grid references to the other groups to try and find them. Hiding them 
was fun but trying to find them was quite tricky. We now understand why maps have to be 
accurate! 
 
Our maps are being displayed outside the senior geography department. Please take a look! 
Thank you for helping us, Mrs Crisp. 
 
Mrs E. Gibb 
 
 
 



 

  

1 and 4 Junior Visit to the Synagogue 

On Wednesday afternoon, 1 and 4 Junior girls walked to the synagogue on Dee Street to 
learn more about the Jewish faith as part of their learning about other world religions. They 
were able to see the Ark where the Torah scrolls are kept and one of them was over 500 
years old. They looked at prayer books with Hebrew writing and were surprised to find out 
that they read from right to left.  Charlotte demonstrated how the shawl (Tallit) was worn 
and we learned that there were 613 threads in it which is how many commandments there 
are.  They learned that there are only 32 Jewish members of the synagogue in Aberdeen 
but there are 6000 Jewish people living in Scotland. 
 
The girls were very keen to ask questions and Debby, our guide, was happy to answer all of 
them.  
 
Ms A. Dressel 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

  

6 and 7 Junior Visit to Absafe 

On Thursday 7
th
 June, 6 and 7 Junior visited Absafe. Absafe is a purpose built, interactive 

village containing real life scenarios, with each zone specifically created to tackle a different 
safety issue. During their visit girls explored ‘real life’ dangerous situations in a risk free 
environment to learn valuable safety lessons they can apply to their day-to-day lives. They 
learnt about dangers in the home, on the road, on the railway, online and in the local 
community. 
 
All of the girls had a fantastic day and made some very positive comments about their 
experiences when we returned to school: 
 
“Absafe was a really interesting day. It taught us to be aware of dangers around us.” 
   
“We will go home and unplug our iPads and change the way we charge our phones.” 
   
“The interactive railway workshop alerted us to the dangers of going onto railway tracks. 
We learnt that a world class champion hurdler couldn’t beat the train and so we certainly 
wouldn’t be able to!” 
  
“Absafe was interesting because it involved real life scenarios.” 
 
“It was a fun way to learn about hazards and risks and how to prevent them. I had no idea 
how fast a room can be engulfed in smoke.” 
“I really enjoyed Absafe because we learned so many new safety facts. I couldn’t believe 
that it would take a train 2 kilometres in distance to come to a standstill after the brakes had 
been put on” 
 
“I really enjoyed the workshops and the quiz, my favourite room was the Living Room.” 
 
“I am now more confident knowing what to do in different situations such as a fire at home.” 
 
“I liked how they created the bedroom, living room and kitchen situations.”  
 
“I liked how creative the Absafe people were in teaching us how to be safe.” 
 
“Absafe is a fun educational experience that is hard to forget” 
 
As you can see from the comments made by the girls, there has been a positive impact on 
their attitude towards the risks that surround them in everyday life. 
 
“Absafe was an exhilarating experience. It was shocking how much I didn’t know about 
safety. I learned what solvent abuse is.” - Emily 7JM 
 
“I thought it was really good as it taught us about train safety, fire safety and lots more. It 
was very beneficial.” - Katie 7JM 
 
“Absafe was an interesting experience. It was fun but informative at the same time. They 
really pressed down on you about safety. There are some things I will never forget.” - Rose 
7JA 
 
 



 

  

6 and 7 Junior Visit to Absafe (continued) 

“I think Absafe was really fun and informative. I learned quite a lot, like how to spot hazards 
and possibly how to save others’ lives. It was quite hands-on and I enjoyed it a lot.” - 
Ashanee 7JA 
 
Mrs P. Twigg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The junior department congratulate all of the junior school girls who participated in events at 
the music festival last week in music and speech and drama classes. Well done to 
everyone who participated. 
 
Mrs N. Murray 
 
 

North East Music Festival 2018 



 

  

North East Music Festival 2018  - Strings 

St Margaret’s string players were very actively involved in the Music Festival last week. 
Girls performing ranged from the lower junior school right up to our Head Girl. There were 
solo performances on violin, viola, cello, double bass, string duos, a viola trio and violin 
quartet. The adjudicator commented repeatedly on the strong and confident sound 
produced, good bow arms and general musicianship from the young players. We heard 
some outstanding performances from Lisa Abraham and Janani Mohan at the upper end of 
our school to outstanding performances from Isla MacFadyen on double bass (5J) and Ellie 
Ong on cello (6J). Several girls secured joint first places in their category and I think it is 
true to say that everybody enjoyed themselves. Lisa was invited to compete in the final 
instrumental challenge on Friday evening. The festival’s motto was well upheld: “Not to gain 
a prize or defeat a rival, but to pace one another on the road to excellence”. 
 
Making music, listening to one another, playing in an ensemble, dealing with surprises in a 
live performance and most of all enjoying the experience, all this was very evident from all 
string players. Well done girls; I am already looking forward to next June. 
 
Miss M. Wiedermann 

St Andrew’s Cathedral Lunchtime Recitals 

On Saturday 9th June in St Andrews Cathedral, King Street, former pupil Iona Baillie 
presented what can only be described as a stunning programme of flute music. This was 
part of a series of lunchtime recitals that are always well attended, and this one was no 
exception. Iona has been preparing to do her DipABRSM this July around her studies at the 
University of St Andrews in geology. In addition to taking music and geology modules she 
participates in a vast amount of extracurricular music ensembles around the university. Iona 
has had many opportunities to play different styles of music. This has led to an interest in 
cultural styles which deviate from the standard western sound-worlds and techniques and 
this interest was reflected very much in her programme. 
 
Apart from two movements from the Hamburg Sonata by CPE Bach.  Iona played pieces by 
Ian Clarke, Anne Boyd and Bartok. The effects she managed to produce on her flute were 
exceptional.  At one point it was difficult to tell that it was indeed only one flute playing. Her 
whole programme was played from memory and was most ably accompanied by Jeremy 
Coleman. This Saturday,16th June, it is the turn of Lisa Abraham which promises to be an 
equally enjoyable concert. 
 
The St Andrews Cathedral series of concerts begin at midday most Saturdays and last for 
about 40 minutes. 
 
Mrs L. Gurney 



 

  

North East Music Festival 2018 Awards  

Congratulations to the following girls and ensembles for their success in the last 
week’s Aberdeen Music Festival. 
 
Olivia Douglas    Winner of the Jeannie Robertson Trophy for Folk Song 
     (S1 – S3). 
Olivia Douglas,    Winner of the Duet Class for Light Music (S1 – S3). 
Gracie Spencer 
 
Eilidh Bisset   Outstanding Award for Set Vocal Piece (S3 – S4). 
 
Sara Young, Abby Cartney Outstanding Award for the Mixed Ensemble Class 18  
     and under. 
Sarah MacKay, Amy Buchan, 
Eleanor Grant 
   
Lisa Riedel, Lisa Abraham Winners of the 18 and Under Chamber Music Group  
     Class. 
Isla Cartney, Emma Murray 
 
Jessica Gunn,    Joint Winners of Violin Solo, Grade 1. 
Mary-Kate Kennedy   
 
Isla Bricknell and Juliet Gaskill Joint Winners of Viola Solo, Grade 1. 
 
Ellie Ong    Winner of Solo Cello Class, Grade 1. Outstanding  
     Award. 
 
Isla MacFadyen   Winner Double Bass Solo, Grade 1. Outstanding Award. 
 
St Margaret’s 4 Junior  Winners of the String Chamber Music Class, Grade 1-2. 
Violin Quartet 
 
Melody McKenzie and  Joint Winners in String Duets up to Grade 1. 
Estelle McKenzie 
    
Estelle McKenzie and   Joint Winners in String Duets up to Grade 1. 
Isla MacFadyen 
 
Janani Mohan   Outstanding Award for Cello Solo Grade 7 – 8. 
 
Isla Cartney    Winner of the 18 and Under Clarinet solo. Outstanding 
     Award. 
 
Lisa Abraham   Winner of the Open Repertoire Class. Outstanding  
     Award. 
 
Lisa Abraham   Winner of the String Solo Open Class.    
     Outstanding Award. 
 
Lisa Abraham   Finalist in the Instrumental Challenge. 
 



 

  

We are always on the lookout for extracurricular enrichment opportunities in the biology 
department. In recent years we have managed fieldwork, lectures, visits from former pupils, 
Royal Society of Biology competitions and a visit to Prof. Dame Sue Black’s Centre for 
Human Anatomy and Identification in Dundee. So when a leaflet arrived offering a hands-on 
anatomy and dissection experience in June, we jumped at the chance.  
 
The school gym was unrecognisably transformed into an operating theatre with a 
resuscitation ventilator and drip on display, and 21 tables laid out with half-sized ‘patients’ 
who were ready for surgery with their hats and oxygen masks on. Approximately 30 of our 
girls and 70 visiting pupils from both local schools and as far away as St George’s in 
Edinburgh arrived and got scrubbed up with scrubs, hats and masks, ready to start the day. 
 
Anatomist Samuel Piri was delighted to be in Aberdeen, the homeplace of the discovery of 
Staphylococcus aureus by Alexander Ogston in 1880. He set about explaining the 
importance of infection control in a clinical environment, as well as enlightening us to the 
immense costs involved to the NHS: £800 for four sterile drapes and 4 super-hospitals’ 
worth of hats, gloves and masks used per annum by the NHS in the UK are statistics which 
really put into perspective the priority given to infection control in hospitals. 
 
During the morning, the pupils used a fully loaded iodine syringe to prepare their ‘patients’ 
for trauma assessment, and were asked to use this procedure to practise their 
communication and empathy skills. In a highly competitive environment where there are 10 
applicants for every place in Medicine courses, these are the skills which shine through in 
interview and set applicants apart from their peers. The pupils then used their mathematical 
and practical skills to prepare a stock solution of propofol anaesthetic and to calculate the 
volume to inject into their patients’ cannula based on their body mass. Then came the tricky 
part of learning all of the anatomical positions and landmarks in order to assess the patient. 
Superior, inferior, proximal, distal: Miss Main was in her element! 
 
There were varied and interesting facial expressions as pupils re-entered the gym after 
lunch to find two halves of a pig’s head on their table. Samuel gave in-depth anatomical 
lectures on the different cavities of the body, which were interspersed with hands-on 
dissection. Groups were tasked with gently extracting the brain from the cranial cavity and 
identifying its parts, as well as finding the dura mater and pia mater. The most difficult task 
for the stomachs of the pupils was extracting the eyeball; cutting round the ocular muscles 
and then finding the optic nerve at the back. 
 
In the thoracic cavity, we learned about the position of the lungs, ribs and what happens 
when the pleural membranes are compromised. The mechanism of a heart beat was new 
material to all those in attendance, and learning about the different waves on an ECG was of 
particular interest. On the dissection tables the pupils had a full pluck: tongue, oesophagus, 
larynx, trachea, lungs, heart and liver. They used intubation tubes to intubate their ‘patient’ 
and Samuel came round and inflated the lungs to simulate a ventilator. The ‘surgeons’ then 
performed a pathological dissection of the heart by using transverse 10mm slices to see at 
how the chambers look at different depths in the heart. It was difficult not to compare some 
of the results to beef stroganoff! 
 
The digestive system was the last of the cavities to be explored. This is a different grade of 
animal by-product, so only a single demonstration specimen was available.  
 

Operating Theatre Live 



 

  

Samuel took us through the structure and function of the parts and everyone was able to 
gather around and have a prod at it. The smell of a full digestive system has given me deep 
respect for gastroenterologists!  
 
The final workshop of the day was a satellite link-up to KAPLAN, who provide training 
courses for the UKCAT test used as part of the admissions process for health professions 
courses. Unfortunately some technical difficulties introduced a delay to proceedings, so this 
section was a bit rushed but there were a few gems of advice for those who are facing this 
test next session.  
 
In addition to the main event, around 30 pupils stayed on for some hot food and a session 
on Emergency Medicine: trauma and amputation. Here, they learned about fractures, tried 
their hand at suturing blanket stitches with surgical needles and explored the causes of 
amputation before performing one on a leg. Most groups remembered to leave extra skin for 
suturing up their wound, but some had to perform some skin grafts as well! Getting to grips 
with a hacksaw and even the strength required for peeling back skin was a surprise to 
many. 
 
In all, those who attended gained an exciting, in-depth and immersive experience of 
anatomy and physiology, and left with a well-rounded perspective on the importance of 
clinical skills, communication and infection control in modern-day medicine. 
 
Mrs A. Miller 
 
 
 
 

Operating Theatre Live (continued) 



 

  

 

PE News 

Hockey 
There was success for three St Margaret’s girls -  Martha Sheal, Joanne Sharples  and 
Ava Airnes - last weekend who were representing their Club, Granite City Wanderers at 
the Scottish U16 National Championship in Glasgow. The team were undefeated and 
finished runners up on goal difference.  
 
Gymnastics 
Congratulations go to Aimee Anderton who was a member of the Inverurie Garioch 
gymnastics team who came first in the Balmoor gymnastics competition held at 
Fraserburgh recently.  Aimee was also awarded gold for her floor work and silver overall 
for age 12+. 
 
Athletics 
Congratulations to Una McGee and Sophie Jennings who competed in the Scottish 
Schools Athletics Association Track and Field event at Grangemouth last weekend. Una 
was very young in her age band and came a commendable fifth in the discus event. 
 
Sports Day 
Although the weather was slightly cooler than it has been Sports Day managed to go 
ahead on Tuesday. I must thank all the parents, pupils, staff and the members of the PE 
department for helping run a successful day for all pupils from nursery to VI Senior. The 
results are on the following page. 
 
Mrs K. Norval 
 

 
On behalf of the PTA I would like to thank all parents for their tremendous support at our 
recent Sports Day. The food and refreshments on offer were superb, and a special thanks 
must go to those families who kindly donated and prepared everything for us to enjoy, as 
well as those who helped to organise and ensure everything ran smoothly. The sum of 
£880 was raised on the day thanks to everyone’s efforts; a fantastic achievement. 
 
Mrs M. Miller 
Chair of PTA 

PTA Thanks 



 

  

 

Sports Day 

SPORTS DAY RESULTS 2018 
 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS AWARDS 

 

 

 

 
TOTAL HOUSE POINTS 

 

 

Year 3rd 2nd 1st   

5 Junior Grace Scott Emma Law Jezzica Khan   

6 Junior Ife Alawode   Hannah Milne and Ruby 
Kollek 

  

7 Junior Joy Olanrewaju Toni Akuetiemhe Shaneka Hapuarachchi Trophy 

I Senior Erin Gibson Sekemi Adenuga Lucy Smith   

II Senior Charlotte Bain Sophie Jennings Tessa Joss   

III Senior Francesca Mountain Emily Coxon Lyona Munyoro Trophy 

1500 metres (Fastest time from I - VIS) 

Stephen Trophy 

Janani Mohan 5.49 NR 

100m (Fastest time from I - IIIS) 

Nicol Trophy 

Sophie Jennings 13.63 

100m (Fastest time from IV, V, VIS) 

Blaiklock Trophy 

Juanita Ekekwe 13.84 

High Jump (Highest jump from IV - VIS) 

The Colonel and Mrs J. Barclay Milne Trophy 

Melody Ama, Ella Thoms 

1.45 

Long Jump (Longest jump from IV - VIS) 

Lesley Watt Cup 

Emily Ironside 4.24m 

Shot Putt (Best throw from IV - VIS) 

The Wood Plaque 

Pippa Joss 6.62m 

Discus (Best throw from IV - VIS) 

The Hanson and Robertson Cup 

Lily Rehal-Gray 20.93m 

Winning Vl Senior Relay Team 

Murray Trophy 

Dunnottar 

Year Group 3rd 2nd 1st   

IV Senior Janani Mohan Laura McNeill Kassidy Mathers   

V Senior Juanita Ekekwe Melody Ama Emily Ironside   

VI Senior Chloe Squire Abby Miller Keren Lumsden TROPHY 

Place Points Captain 

3rd  - Kildrummy 
990 Molly O’Byrne 

2nd  - Dunnottar 
1016 Lucy Harris 

1st  - Crathes 
1022 Lisa Riedel 



 

  

 

Sports Day (continued) 



 

  

 

Sports Day (continued) 



 

  

Theatre Summer School 



 

  

Rubislaw Summer Camps 

 

 
 
    


