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It is hard to believe that we are, once again, at the time of year 
when our girls in IV, V and VI Senior embark on their SQA public 
examinations.  The exam diet begins on Monday 30

th
 April with 

Spanish, and our final exams – German – will take place on Monday 
4

th
 June.  Mrs Lynch, Deputy Head and SQA exam coordinator, 

informs us that during that period, a total of 563 exams will be taken 
at St Margaret’s, comprising 23 different subjects over three levels: 
National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher. 
 
The course exams are simply the culmination of months of hard 
work on the part of these senior girls and their teachers; over the 
past two terms, 476 pieces of mandatory coursework have been 
prepared and submitted to SQA for external marking; and in the 
Higher and Advanced Higher courses a total of 817 component unit 
asssessments have been sat, marked and passed. 
 
Now the final hurdle is in sight and it is clear that, despite some 
inevitable feelings of apprehension, the girls are more than ready to 
meet the challenge of the course exam papers that they will soon be 
facing.  On behalf of the whole school community, we wish all of IV-
VI Senior every success in the weeks ahead. 
 
Miss Anna Tomlinson 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

7 Junior Royal Navy Visit 

 
On Tuesday 24

th
 April, 7 Junior had the privilege of meeting three members of the Royal Navy, 

Anne-Marie, Jaffa and Gav. They are part of the Royal Navy youth outreach group and came 
to give us a leadership training course. Firstly, we lined up from the tallest to the smallest and 
then were split into three groups. In the playground they had set up three stations which all 
required lots of teamwork and problem solving to get the get the task completed successfully! 
 
Mrs P. Twigg 
 

  
 
“It was a lot of fun and we had to be creative with how we used the apparatus.” “Getting the 
last person across was a real challenge.” 

 
  
“We all wanted to beat the times, set by other groups which resulted in some silly mistakes 
due to the speed we were working at.” “It was important to listen to everyone and also for 
everyone to contribute.” 

 
 
 
 
 

The next station was called “The Tower 
Block Challenge” We had to try and find 
ways of transferring all of the blocks to 
the last post. We had two rules: only 
move one box at a time and larger boxes 
could not be placed on top of smaller 
ones!  Gavin our leader gave us a time 
challenge of completing the challenge 
within 15 minutes!  

The first activity was the “Crossing the 
Bridge Challenge.” We had to use two 
planks to get from crate to crate without 
any team members touching the floor. 
Jaffa told us to think of the ground being 
pools of hot lava and each time either 
equipment or a team member came off 
the bridges the whole team got a penalty 
of 5 sit ups! 

The final activity we did was “The 
Minefield Challenge”. The objective of 
the game was to carry injured “Fred” (47 
kg) through a course blindfolded with 
one person guiding everyone around the 
obstacles. The obstacles we had been 
told by Ann-Marie were mines! It was 
really important to listen for the survival 
of our casualty and our own lives! 
 



 

  

Charities News 

The Marie Curie Daffodil Appeal raised £132.07. Thank you to all junior and senior pupils 
who purchased a daffodil in support of the charity. 

 

Miss S. Orr 

 

 

 

 

 

IIA Charity 
 
IIA would like to thank everyone who bought one of our jewellery products to help us raise a 
fantastic £280.00 for the Archie Foundation. We very much appreciated the donation of 
items from Emma’s mum and the girls enjoyed creating their own pieces to sell. 
 
Mrs K. Norval. 
 

 
The PTA sale will be on Saturday 16th June so mark this in your calendars! Times to follow. 
 
*Appeal for volunteers - the PTA have run a successful combined sale in recent years 
which we believe offers the parents the chance to make significant savings on their 
purchases. We would like to continue this service but without several volunteers coming 
forward there will be no book sale this year. If you can help sort donations on either 
Thursday 14th, Friday 15th and/or on Saturday 16th June, please contact Lesley Streether 
at lstreether@btinternet.com. 
 
Please pop in and join the PTA for a coffee before pick-up on Friday 4th May from 2:30 to 
3:30pm in the library.; it will be lovely to see you! 
 
Mrs M. Miller 

 

 
 
Congratulations to Elise Corry who recently passed her external Grade 8 Gold Speech and 
Drama exam with Distinction.  
 
Ms K. Schmitz 

 

Grade 8 Success 

PTA Summer Bonanza - Second Hand Uniform (and 
Textbook Sale*) and Coffee Drop-in 



 

  

Race for Life 

Miss Tomlinson and the girls would be delighted if anyone else from within our community 
would like to join our St Margaret’s team in the Aberdeen 5K Race for Life on 10th June 
2018. Please register directly at https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/team/st-margarets-
school-for-girls, or for further information, please contact ka.schmitz@st-
margaret.aberdeen.sch.uk. Mrs Norval has kindly offered to organise some after school 
communal training sessions at Summerhill and will let us know about these over the coming 
weeks. 
 
Ms K. Schmitz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters have gone out this week via Clarion inviting all girls from IIIS upwards to attend the 
exciting Operating Theatre Live event being held on Saturday 9

th
 June. It promises to be an 

unforgettable hands-on experience for those with an interest in biological or healthcare 
careers, and offers information on preparation for the UKCAT and BMAT assessments for 
those girls who will be applying for Medicine and Dentistry next year. This event is also open 
to all Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire schools, so please spread the word. 
 
Mrs A. Miller 
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Operating Theatre LIVE! 



 

  

Learning Support News 

Signing Group 
 
Catherine Michie in VIS, has been teaching a group of pupils and staff how to use British 
Sign Language (BSL). Catherine, who has sat a qualification in BSL recently, has been 
pleased to share her knowledge for a few weeks before she goes off on study leave.  Pupils 
have been excited to learn the deaf alphabet, basic numbers, to say their own names and 
how to make pleasantries, should they encounter someone who uses BSL.  
 
Grace from 5J said,  “I started going to the sign language group during my break time. I 
wanted to go because I had never learned to sign before and thought it would be useful 
when I grow up. I have enjoyed learning with my friend Alice and we hope the group will 
carry on after the summer”.  
 
Ms L. Hawthorn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 

A lesson in measuring for I Senior 
 
A group of our IS pupils enjoyed a session in the learning base making slime. A recipe from 
Lucy’s extensive slime-making experiences was used, the ingredients being shaving foam, 
PVA glue and contact lens solution.   
 
The slime took a lot of kneading as it starts out as a liquid, but with the gradual addition of 
contact lens solution it became more elastic. We tried adding food colouring, but this seemed 
to destroy the consistency, so all pupils opted to keep their slime white. 
 
This slime experience involved some accurate measuring and will be written up in a series of 
instructions for their personal folders. 
 
Mrs J. Kerridge 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Learning Support News (continued) 



 

  

Geography - Edible Soils 

As part of revision for Higher geography the girls have been involved in a variety of methods 
to help them recall important factors they will need to use to answer questions effectively. As 
well as using a wide variety of resources e.g. revision clocks, acronyms, drawing around 
hands we also make use of some more unusual methods. Last week (last lesson on 
Thursday) we devised edible soils which were then labelled and the specific layers and 
features identified. Much fun was had using rolling pins to break up biscuits of many different 
colours. The exercise proved very popular and worthwhile – everyone enjoying finishing off 
the left overs. This week will be Angel cake coastal features – a memorable way to complete 
the Higher geography course! 
 
Mrs E. Crisp 
 

 
 
 



 

  

Food Technology….Royal Navy Style! 

On Tuesday some of the girls from IA had a cooking masterclass courtesy of the Royal Navy 
Youth Engagement Team. This involved a demonstration followed by practical lesson, where 
the girls replicated the pasta dish that naval Chef Jaffa had prepared as he spoke about the 
ingredients and top tips for making simple, healthy dishes.  
 

                 
 
The dish we made was a meatball pasta with gnocchi. Everyone was delighted with how 
their dishes turned out and enjoyed sharing the dish prepared by the professionals! 
 

                                                       
 
Throughout the morning we discovered that Jaffa has served in the navy for 30 years. 
During this time he has visited around 70 countries across 6 different continents. He has 
always been a naval chef and has cooked for many heads of state at prestigious events 
along with our Queen and the Prince of Wales!       
 
The other members of the team, Anne-Marie and Gavin, have had other careers in the navy 
both serving for around 20 years and really enjoy the variety of opportunities that have come 
their way. Anne-Marie was based in Dubai for a while and it was her job to monitor shipping 
in the gulf as part of the anti-piracy team. Gavin has served in the radar division collating 
information about how and where ships are operating within various seas and oceans of the 
world. We had a fantastic morning and the team certainly inspired us to keep cooking and be 
creative in the kitchen! 
 
Mrs P. Twigg 



 

  

European Youth Parliament - International Forum 

During the Easter holidays Rachel Macleod, Isla Cartney and I set off for Basel, Switzerland 
for an international forum of the European Youth Parliament (EYP). After having been 
selected to go forward from the regional and national competitions last year we were very 
excited to have the opportunity to discover a new city whilst getting to debate and learn about 
the EU at the same time.  
 
The event lasted 8 days the first of which were spent in committees where we worked in 
groups with other students from all across Europe to develop resolutions on specialist topics 
ranging from genome editing and artificial intelligence to development aid and climate 
change. As well as the more academic side, in which we learnt huge amounts about our 
respective topics and the EU’s policy on them, committee work included a large amount of 
team building activities to ensure that we bonded with the other students in our committees 
so that we would work well together in General Assembly. We even participated in a dance 
off! 
 
In the evenings we were treated to the best of Basel. The organisers of the conference had 
arranged a range of parties, concerts and dinners that took us all across the city from the 
beautiful and historic natural history museum to the main theatre and even a boat cruise 
down the Rhine! We felt truly spoilt to have such wonderful opportunities. 
 
The final few days of the trip were spent in General Assembly where the resolutions we had 
written in our committees were debated by all 150 delegates from 26 countries. We had the 
opportunity to raise points, amend the resolutions and makes speeches about them with the 
eventual aim that they would be passed and ‘written into EU law’. We were lucky in that the 
resolutions from all three of our committees were passed which called for much celebrating at 
our last night party later that evening. 
 
Overall it was an amazing experience and we were all so grateful to have had the opportunity 
to take part. I think above everything the best part of the conference was meeting so many 
new people and making friends from all across Europe. I know that I personally intend to stay 
involved in the EYP organisation in future and would encourage anyone, who has the 
opportunity, to give it a try, even if just at a regional level. 
 
Iona Thomas-Wright, VI Senior 
 
 
 



 

  

Debating News and MUN News 

Auld Hoose Debating day - Saturday 21st April 2018 
 
Three St Margaret’s teams entered this year’s event, organised and hosted by Robert 
Gordon’s College, competing amongst all the top debating schools from all over Scotland, 
with teams from first to third year. Ashanee Hapuarachchi with Emma Simpson, Liberty 
Mountain with Katie Crabb and Maria Guz with Marria Jobi all tackled three debates over 
the day. The first was a motion released beforehand (This House would ban international 
adoption) which had allowed for some preparation, although they didn’t know until 15 
minutes before the start which side of the house they were on and in which position on the 
table they would be speaking. The next two debates were both short-prep where teams had 
only 15 minutes to brainstorm and prepare a previously unseen motion. On this occasion, 
the motions were “This House would allow prisoners to vote” and “This House would restrict 
online shopping in favour of retail shopping”. All the girls responded well to the challenge 
and did their best in what was, for two of them, their very first public debate, the first of 
many, we hope! Iona Thomas-Wright once again did us proud by bringing her experience to 
bear as one of the judges . We thank Robert Gordon’s for their generous hospitality on  this 
super day. 
 
Ms W. Main 
 
On Saturday, six second year girls took part in the Auld Hoose Debating Competition at 
Robert Gordon's College. Our three teams of Liberty Mountain and Katie Crabb, Maria Guz 
and Marria Jobi, Emma Simpson and Ashanee Hapuarachchi performed very well gaining 
positions as high as second in some of the debates and receiving some really positive 
feedback from their judges. A special congratulations must also go to Maria and Marria as it 
was their first time at an external debating competition.   
 
The day consisted of three rounds of ‘short prep’ debate (where speakers only have 15 
minutes to prepare their speeches), followed by a final. The four motions covered a wide 
range of topics from prisoners’ voting rights to international politics and democracy, which 
provided the girls with some challenging concepts to debate. It was great to see them taking 
on feedback from earlier rounds and improving over the course of the day. We are very 
proud of how they performed and hope that this event has encouraged them to continue 
debating in the future.  
 
I was lucky enough to have the opportunity to judge some of the rounds and the final. I 
thoroughly enjoyed watching all the teams and hope that we as judges were able to provide 
useful feedback that they can take forward to future completions. I would also like to thank 
Robert Gordon's College for their hospitality during this wonderful day, thoroughly enjoyed 
by all 36 teams. 
 
Iona Thomas-Wright, VI Senior (Debating President) 
 
MUN  Mini 
 
A small cohort participated in this event on Friday 20th April, after school. The theme for the 
first session was modern slavery and the emergency debate which followed discussed the 
current crisis between Russia and the west, following the Skripol poisoning in Salisbury, 
which generated lively participation. Congratulations to the girls who took part for finding 
time to do this so close to the start of the SQA exams. This event concludes the MUN 
season for 2017 – 18. 
 
Ms W. Main 



 

  

Debating News and MUN News (continued) 

I would like to announce that this year's St Margaret's Inter-house Debating Competition will 
take place at school in the hall on Wednesday 13th June from 4pm-5:30pm. There will be a 
IS to IIIS year team and IVS to VIS year team from each house, and it will provide a great 
opportunity to improve speaking skills. We would encourage anyone interested in taking part 
to come along to club this Friday so that we can organise teams. 
 
The motion for this debate reads: This house believes that the internet encourages 
democracy. 
 
Supporters are also more than welcome and there will be tea and cakes provided for any 
parents or friends whocan come along to support the teams. It should be a great event and 
we hope to see you there. 
 
Iona Thomas-Wright, VI Senior (Debating President) 

PE News 

Cricket 
 
I am always keen to offer the girls as many different sporting experiences as possible, so on 
Monday this week the girls in 7 Junior received a taster cricket session during their PE 
lesson. We had Daniel and Harry come in for the girls to try a cricket circuit and then a quick 
cricket game to finish. If your daughter (or son) is keen to try cricket then follow this link to 
find out more: https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars. I have also attached a flier with the 
weekly diary for girls only sessions.  
 
Mrs K. Norval 
 
Cross-country 
 
Last Saturday, four 7J girls travelled to Kirkcaldy to compete in the Scottish Schools Cross-
country championships. Thank you to Miss Aitken for organising and parents who 
transported the girls there. We had no team place but out of 117 runners individually Joy 
came 41, Emma came 47, Vhairi came 74 and Shaneka came 77. Well done girls. 
 
Mrs K. Norval 

https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all-stars


 

  

PE News (continued) 


