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On Saturday we enjoyed a splendid reunion of former pupils and 
staff who gathered together in glorious sunshine to share their 
memories of St Margaret’s.  
 
This weekend promises to be just as busy. Tomorrow we will 
welcome 110 pupils from across Scotland to our Operating Theatre 
Live event and on Sunday we hope for a fine day for our Race for 
Life team! 
 
On Tuesday we have our next Bag2school collection and thank you 
in advance for your contribution to this fundraising endeavour. 
 
Miss Anna Tomlinson 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Bag2school 



 

  

The 1 to 6 Junior classes had a visit from Tara Proud who is a Marine Conservation 
volunteer. She talked to the girls about the amazing sea animals that live in our seas around 
Scotland. We learned how plastic and rubbish lands up in the seas around the world. Did you 
know that a plastic bottle can be found every three steps you take in Scotland and that a 
plastic bottle can take over 1000 years to break down? Tara showed us some things we 
could do to change our habits of using plastic. How about using a bamboo toothbrush 
instead of a plastic one? Try buying a stainless steel straw to reuse. Or could you reduce 
your use of cling film by using a beeswax wrapper for your food? These are some great ideas 
for us to become less reliant on plastics so that we can help to reduce the waste we find on 
our beaches. 
 
Mrs J. Garden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1 to 6 Junior girls took part in a beach clean-up at Aberdeen beach on 6th June. We 
were lucky to have a beautiful day for our litter pick. The girls worked in pairs and logged the 
rubbish that was collected and weighed it with the help of Tara Proud from the Marine 
Conservation Society. We also had the support of Duncan McNeill who is an Aberdeen 
Ranger. When we arrived, we didn’t think there was a lot of rubbish but when we looked 
closely, we found a lot of plastic washed up with the tide. We did find a lot of crabs, smooth 
glass, seaweed and some old boots! We were all very proud to help our community and to 
improve our beach. 
 
After the beach clean-up the classes had the opportunity to explore the beach. Some made 
sand castle cities and others enjoyed writing in the sand. The 1 to 4 Juniors explored the 
Fittie park at lunchtime.  
 
Mrs J. Garden 
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Litter Pick at Aberdeen Beach (continued) 



 

  

4 Junior Music Festival Performance 

Throughout this term in music with Mrs Wiedermann, 4 Junior have been using their 
instruments to play The Skye Boat Song as an ensemble. The goal at the start of the term 
was to perform at the music festival.  
 
The final rehearsal took place on Tuesday afternoon and on Thursday morning they 
performed in Mannofield Church. Eva and Emma played the piano, Sophie was on the 
clarinet, Daisy, Emilie, Molly and Chloe played their flutes, Mary-Kate, Ruth, Yashila and 
Olivia their violins, Marianne her cello with Ellie, Lena, Hannah and Adiel on percussion. 
They received a certificate for a very good performance showing commendable artistic and 
technical control. 
 
Ms A. Dressel 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

4 Junior Charity Event 

This term 4 Junior have undertaken an enterprise topic in social studies and have learnt the 
difference between social and business enterprise. At the start of the topic we took a walk 
around the local area noting down the different businesses and services available. These 
were then categorised and recorded in a bar chart. The next task was to decide upon a 
charity we would support. Ms Dressel assigned one charity to each group of four girls and 
we had to spend a few weeks gathering information and preparing to make a presentation 
to the class on why our charity should be supported. After all of the presentations we had to 
vote for a charity, but we weren’t allowed to vote for our own. The winning charity was 
PDSA. Our next task was to decide on how to raise money. We decided that a fair in our 
classroom would be a good idea. Posters were made and displayed in each junior 
classroom and the date set for Friday 1

st
 June. The week of the fair saw more preparations 

and by Friday were excited and ready to welcome the junior classes. We had a human 
animal fruit machine, pin the tail on the dog, a hamper, lucky dip, guess how many gummy 
bears are in the jar, guess the teddy’s birthday and plot on the map where the dog hid its 
bone. We had a busy classroom and enjoyed our day.  
 
Guess the teddy’s birthday was won by Aditi - 3J 
Gummy bears in the jar was won by Grace Scott - 5J 
The hamper was won by Rishiga -  5J 
Where the dog hid its bone was won by Rebecca - 6J 
 
We raised £150. Thank you to everyone who supported our event. 
 
Ms A. Dressel 

 
   



 

  

After School Care 

On a sunny Wednesday afternoon, after weeks of preparation, After School Care held their 
annual sale of work. There were homemade notebooks with artwork and pens and stickers, 
cute “rock stars” (or painted pebbles,) plants which had been planted out from babies into 
hand painted pots, homemade slime in decorated pots, bath bombs lovingly made in ASC 
under the guidance of Mrs Duncan and decorative painted glass pots containing goodies, 
not to mention wonderful, tasty home bakes made and decorated by all ages at ASC.  The 
hard job was not eating them before the sale!  The guess the dog’s name competition was 
won by Marika in 3J.  The dog’s name was Brian and he is now living a happy life with his 
new owner.   
  
The children had decided earlier in the year that they wanted to fundraise for an animal 
charity.  They were given the choice of three local charities and a voting system 
commenced.  In the end there was a clear winner – The New Arc Animal Sanctuary 
near Ellon. 
 
We are delighted and proud to announce that we will be sending £220 pounds to this 
wonderful charity.  A few items are still for sale in the dining room.  We are very grateful to 
all the pupils, parents and teachers who made the effort to come along and support us.  This 
is a big day for ASC, and many useful skills were learned, while having fun and raising 
money for a good cause.   
 
Our next project is to start sticking the bottle tops on to our lovely parrot but we will share 
more about that next time.  We are still collecting plastic bottle tops, especially bright 
colours.   
 
We hope that the weather will continue to stay hot so please send sun cream with your child 
so we can ensure they are well protected whilst playing outside in ASC. 
 
Miss S. Thomson 
 

 



 

  

Teach Meet Newsletter 

On Wednesday 6
th
 June, the English department hosted a Teach Meet for English teachers 

in Aberdeen city and Aberdeenshire.  The event, entitled #TMEnergiseEnglish, provided an 
opportunity for English practitioners to share ideas, resources, strategies and good practice.  
We were delighted to welcome twenty delegates from as far afield as Mearns Academy, 
who enjoyed some inspiring presentations about collaborative learning, creating word 
conscious pupils, supporting pupils with dyslexia and autism, and developing analysis of ‘Dr 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ for Higher Scottish Set Text examination.  Ben Torrie, Director of 
Programming and Creative Projects for Aberdeen Performing Arts spoke to the group about 
the opportunities APA can provide in supporting and developing young writers and 
performers in Aberdeen schools.  Delegates offered extremely positive feedback including 
one teacher who commented that this was the ‘best CPD I’ve had all year.’  We hope to be 
able to make this Teach Meet an annual event continuing to encourage an open 
professional dialogue amongst English practitioners across the local area and beyond.   
 
Mrs S. Torrie 
 

 

 
 
On Thursday girls in I to VI Senior were given a presentation by Pilot Officer Connor 
Donaldson of the 107 Squadron Air Training Corps. Pilot Donaldson explained to us what 
the cadets do, and spoke of the wonderful opportunities available to girls should they wish 
to join including learning to fly a plane by the age of sixteen! Some of the aims of the Corps 
are: to promote and encourage a practical interest in aviation and the Royal Air Force 
among young people; provide training which will be useful in the Services and civilian life; 
and encourage the spirit of adventure and develop qualities of leadership and good 
citizenship.  
 
The Squadron is open to youths between the ages of 13-20 and meets at the Prince 
Charles Cadet centre, just off of Albury Road. Please contact the Corps on 01224 590679 
or email them at 107@aircadets.org. Alternatively you can go to their Facebook page at 
https://m.facebook.com/107AberdeenSquadronAirTrainingCorps or visit their website at 
http://www.107aircadets.org for more information; Pilot Officer Donaldson will be delighted 
to hear from you. 
 
Ms K. Schmitz 
 
 

107 Squadron Air Training Corps Assembly  

mailto:107@aircadets.org
https://m.facebook.com/107AberdeenSquadronAirTrainingCorps
http://www.107aircadets.org


 

  

IA Charity Event - Namibia Stationery 

As the school’s expedition team are preparing to embark on their three week adventure to 
Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe, IA have created their charity event with this in mind. 
The class worked hard to appeal to the school community for stationery, which will be 
gifted to a local primary school, which the team are visiting in order to carry out some 
project work. The project that the girls will be taking part in is at Sekondomboro Primary 
School in Botswana. It is a small school with 245 pupils between the ages of 4 and 17. 
Many of the pupils come from poor families; some are orphans or under the care of the 
government. The expedition team will be working on creating a ‘play area’ for the reception 
aged children and painting inside classroom buildings. A fantastic collection was raised and 
we would like to thank everyone who donated.  Having been on the previous expedition to 
Tanzania, I know that this will be very much appreciated by the school and local 
community, who are in much need of these kinds of resources. A special mention goes to 
the Moyes family who very generously donated a suitcase and box full of stationery and 
toys. The team are very much looking forward to the expedition and handing over IA’s 
collection. We have promised to take lots of photographs to share on our return! 
 
Miss Orr, Mrs Jennings and IA 
 
 



 

  

PE News 

Athletics 
Lucy Smith competed in the U14 Scottish Schools Athletics Association Penthalon 
championships held at Grangemouth last weekend. After an early 4am start she competed 
well in the five disciplines of shot put, high jump, long jump, hurdles and 800m. Lucy was 
very pleased with her performance and came 14

th
 out of 20 competitors. Well done Lucy.   

 
Hockey 
After the disappointment of our hockey trip to Glasgow being cancelled due to weather four 
girls decided to take the opportunity to watch the international match last weekend. Lucy 
Cruickshank, Shannon MacAngus, Romanie MacAngus and Grace Scott were also lucky 
enough to be chosen as ball girls. They really enjoyed watching the match and were 
delighted Scotland beat Ireland 6-2.  
 
I am delighted to report that Jennifer Tait was also recognised at the Granite City 
Wanderers club night – she received the Youth Player of the Year award. 
 
 

 



 

  

PE News (continued) 

Netball 
Our 6-7 Junior combined netball team played in a friendly tournament at Countesswells on 
Tuesday. Mrs Reid was delighted with their play where the girls won or drew all of their 
matches, which was excellent. 
 
Mrs K. Norval 

Horse-riding 
Congratulations go to Charley Hamilton who qualified for the 'Just for Schools' individual 
1.10m show jumping league at the recent show she competed in. Natasha Hamilton came 
fifth and just missed out on qualifying but hopes to do so through future competitions. 
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PTA News 



 

  

 



 

  



 

  

Rubislaw Summer Camps 

 

 
 
    


