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Thank you to everyone for their cooperation and support during this 
period of adverse weather conditions. As you know, we have had to 
cancel or postpone a number of school events, but school life has 
continued for those pupils and staff who were able to travel to 
school. 
 
We will include a full report on World Book Day next week but these 
lovely pictures of our nursery children give you a flavour of the fun 
that was had by our youngest children this week.  
 
Looking at the weekend weather forecast, I think it might be the 
perfect time to enjoy a book of choice and I wish everyone a safe 
and restorative weekend! 
 
Miss Anna Tomlinson 
Head 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Parking at and near the school 

We would like to remind parents and carers that for the safety of our children, cars are not 
to be brought into the school grounds between 8:00am and 9:00am; and between 2:50pm 
and 4:00pm. Parking spaces are allocated to school staff and should not be used by 
visitors, but a guest parking space is available for parents with pre-arranged appointments. 
For the same reasons, parking is not permitted in Harlaw Academy next door. 
 
The safety of our children is of paramount importance so please take care when driving 
near the school at all times. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Mr A. Mountain 
Bursar 
 
 

 
At the recent Peterhead Festival of Highland Dancing, Katy in 3 Junior was awarded two 
runner-up trophies for her Highland and National Dancing. She was also awarded the 
Wedderburn Trophy for “Best Beginner”. 
 
Katy said she was, “happy and very surprised to win so many trophies’. 
 
Congratulations Katy! 
 
Mrs E. Gibb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Junior News - Highland Dancing Success 



 

  

What is Friction? 

3 Junior spent last Friday afternoon testing the amount of friction on different playground 
surfaces. It was a fun way to learn, with several interesting results! Overall, it was found that 
the muddy grass had the most friction whilst the smooth concrete had the least. 
 
Here is a sample of our discoveries: 
 
“The wooden bench had the least friction,’ noticed Aditi and Ana. 
 
Melody and Faye said, ‘The artificial grass has least friction and the real grass has most.’ 
 
Rose and Katy stated, ‘The rim on the big wood pot had least friction. The stones had most 
friction.’ 
 
Mrs E. Gibb 

 

 
The art department and 7 Junior teachers hosted a visit from the Confucius Institute from the 
University of Aberdeen on Wednesday 21

st
 February. Two of their post graduate student 

volunteers Jiaxiu (Gigi) and Yulu (April) led a mix of drawing and Mandarin workshops. 
Below is some feedback based on their experience: 
 
“I’m so happy that your girls liked our workshop. We also spent a really happy day with you. 
The girls are cute and smart. We were happy to teach them. And thank you for your present. 
That was really lovely. Best wishes!” - Jiaxiu (Gigi) 
 
“I spent a nice day with the teachers and girls in St. Margaret’s School for Girls! Thanks a lot! 
The girls are very smart and learned very fast. We hope they enjoyed the workshops. 
Welcome to China!”  - Yulu (April) 
 

Here is what some of our girls had to say: 
 
“I thought the Confucius workshop was very good as we are studying this topic in class. It 
expanded on our knowledge. I really enjoyed learning how to hold and use a Chinese brush 
in art.” - Blessed  
 
“I thought it was very interesting as I had never spoken Mandarin before and it was good to 
learn about different Chinese customs. The rice paper and black ink drawing was a new 
experience.” - Anna  
 
“I thought the Confucius visit was very interesting as I learnt more about Mandarin than I 
knew before. It was really good to try to learn how to draw a panda and different characters. I 
really liked the calligraphy, too.” - Lucy Parfitt 
 
All the girls signed a card to send to Jiaxiu (Gigi) and Yulu (April).  
 
Mrs T. Scott 
 

 

 

Confucius Art, Mandarin and Singing Workshops 



 

  

Confucius (continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

“Hold, hold them fast, those things that are most enduring: friendship and truth and fortitude 
and love! Against hardness of heart, against sloth and falsehood’s alluring, still hold, hold 
them fast! From such things never move!”. 
 
Words we often sing, but what do they mean?  
 
This year’s house assemblies have been themed around the school song. During the autumn 
term we first spoke about ‘friendship’ and continued on to look at ‘truth’, then “fortitude” and 
finally “love”. 
 
On Wednesday last week, our Heads of House kicked off the first of this terms house 
assemblies with the theme: “Hardness of Heart”; what does it mean to be hard-hearted?  
 
Each of the three house assemblies conducted an experiment. Volunteers were asked to 
come to the front, one at a time. Their task was to pick an egg from the box and try to spin it. 
Some would spin for a few seconds, others just would not spin at all despite several 
attempts! Why?  
 
The eggs that would spin had been hard-boiled representing a hardened heart. A person with 
a hardened heart can be made to do things they know are wrong and might hurt others. The 
song goes: “Against hardness of heart…”; we must try hard not let our hearts become hard 
like a hard-boiled egg! 
 
Our next house assembly will be entitled ‘sloth’ and should be very interesting indeed! We 
have passed this challenge to our Junior House Captains who will lead this assembly on 
Wednesday 7

th
 March. 

 
Mrs S. MacFadyen 
Head of House (Dunnottar) 
 
 
 
 

House Assemblies 2017-2018 



 

  

PE News 

Cross-country 
 
Congratulations go to all the girls from 5J to VIS for running so well in the school cross-
country championships. All participants accrued the following points for their respective 
houses. 
 

 

 
The following girls receive medals for their achievements: 
 
5J                                                                             6J 
Zara Khan     Gold Medal                Ruby Kollek            
Jessica Gunn                      Silver Medal                Chloe McLean               
Sarah Reynolds                  Bronze Medal          Milly Moyes         
             
7J                                                                                             IS 
Joy Olanrewaju   Gold Medal                Erin Gibson 
Emma Murray   Silver Medal                Bethan Wood         
Shaneka Hapuarachchi              Bronze Medal                        Ellen MacDonald 
 
IIS                                                                                             IIIS                                    
Sophie Jennings        Gold Medal                Francesca Mountain     
Tessa Joss                  Silver Medal                Carly McNeill 
Ashanee Hapuarachchi      Bronze Medal             Lyona Munyoro    
                                                              
IVS                                                                                          VS 
Janani Mohan                       Gold Medal                 Ansu Saji                    
Laura McNeill                       Silver Medal                Amy Stewart               
Niamh Inkson                       Bronze Medal             Emily Ironside                   

VIS 
Hilary McQuade                    Gold Medal 
Keren Lumsden                    Silver Medal          
Maya Tan                              Bronze Medal 
 
 

2018 CRATHES DUNNOTTAR KILDRUMMY 

VIS 29 11 19 

VS 16 32 22 

IVS 26 19 14 

IIIS 24 34 17 

IIS 32 29 12 

IS 25 24 32 

7J 19 24 26 

6J 23 11 28 

5J 20 22 25 

        

TOTAL 214 206 195 



 

  

PE News (continued) 

Hockey 
 
At last we had respite from the weather (although it was freezing!) and managed to complete 
the I to III Senior hockey tournaments. All girls worked hard for their respective teams but a 
special mention goes to the III Seniors who came runners-up: Martha (Captain), Una, Jewel, 
Jenna, Francesca, Sarah, Lyona, Kony, Emily, Rylee and Carly. I must thank Ciara for her 
help keeping scores and supporting her team mates after ill health stopped her from playing. 
 
Mrs K. Norval 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

  

Music Department - Congratulations 

Those of you who were at the Spring Concert and Speech Day in 2017 will no doubt 
remember the performances of Grieg’s Piano Concerto in A Minor given by Alexandra 
Riddell, who completed her VI Senior year at St Margaret’s last year. Alexandra has recently 
been awarded the Advanced Diploma of the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music 
for piano performance and now has letters after her name and an official teaching 
qualification.  
 
Mr P. Parfitt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
St Margaret's hosted a mini MUN conference last Friday after school. We had visitors from 
Albyn, Robert Gordon's and the International School Aberdeen, and pupils debated the 
Myanmar crisis. There was also an emergency debate about an assassination attempt on 
Donald Trump during a visit to Aberdeen. Model United Nations is a great opportunity to 
practise debating skills and meet students from other schools. 
 
Mrs H. Jennings 
 
 

 
 
 

 
On Monday 26

th
 February Mr Derek Ball, Head of Sports Science at Aberdeen University, 

came into school and gave us an informative talk about sport science. His talk was very 
educational and covered what the job of a sport scientist entails and also gave us information 
about the variety of courses within sports science at the University of Aberdeen.  He also 
went into detail about each course. The talk was very helpful in explaining the type of work 
sport scientists do and helped us decide if it was something we would be interested in for a 
future career. Mr Ball also explained some of the projects the students have done and what 
opportunities have been made available to them.  He said that sports science is very science 
based and is closely linked to biochemistry. We are very grateful to Dr Ball for coming to talk 
to us.  
 
Emma Murray, IVS 
 

MUN Conference 

Careers Talks 



 

  
 

IV Senior chemists have carried out an important aspect of their National 5 chemistry course 
last week. Each science subject requires an assessment based on a practical investigation, 
research and report writing under stringent exam conditions. This, together with the written 
exam in May, contributes to the final grade achieved.  
 
Although at St Margaret’s we strive to include as much practical work as we can in all our 
science courses, this is the first moment when the practical skills learned over the years in 
senior school are truly tested. 
 
The girls prepare thoroughly for the assignment, and their skills and mature approach to this 
work shows us just what superb scientists some of them will become in their future careers! 
 
Mrs J. Robson 
 

 

A Serious Investigation... 



 

  

The Lost Words: World Book Day 2018 

Fiction or non-fiction? Fiction or non-fiction? When you look at the bookshelf, or the library 
shelves, or at your Kindle, how often are you faced with that dilemma? Or is it an easy 
choice to make? 
 
For me, it is usually always fiction books I choose to read. The last lot of books I read were 
YA reads, not non-fiction, although I spend a GOOD deal of time on the BBC news website 
and the Guardian website, trawling the news for good topics for ideas for discursive 
essays, for talks, or for reference points for the literature I teach. For example, there was a 
recent story about a tall-tale teller who was described as a Walter Mitty character (a 
fictional character created by James Thurber making his way into the real world as a 
byword for someone who lives in a dream world to escape the monotony of his existence).  
 
At this point, it seems a good idea to address the chicken or the egg question - which came 
first? Fiction or non-fiction? In the annals of time, what was first recorded in written form? 
Was it tales of Derring-Do? Stories of origin? Of creation? Of imagination? Actually, it was 
far more pragmatic and prosaic than that. It was accounts, it was book-keeping, records, 
taxes, inventories, recipes even. Yes, one of the earliest books in the world was not - in 
fact - the Complete Works of Shakespeare, or even The Bible. It was a recipe book.  
 
But by the third millennium BC, Sumerian scribes were also copying down stories, essays, 
hymns, poems, myths and proverbs. Non-fiction may have been recorded first, but the 
ancient writers realised their developing societies needed the yin and the yang, the maths 
and the English, the Troy and the Gabriella, the fiction AND the non-fiction.  
 
They realised that stories helped to create empathy, to take listeners out of their own 
worlds and into the worlds and lives of others, to fire their  own imaginations, to present 
them with a world of possibility they had not previously conceived of.  
 
But English teachers say this kind of thing all the time. We also say that you need to read 
quality journalism to help with close reading skills. In first year, and again in second year, 
most probably in third year, and most definitely in fourth year, and so on.  
 
 



 

  

The Lost Words: World Book Day 2018 (continued) 

Perhaps we don’t spend enough time extolling all of the other reasons for reading non-
fiction, what else you can gain from reading stories that are true. So, here are some other 
reasons why you should read non-fiction, from a list I borrowed from the internet, courtesy 
of Kayva Kothiyal.  
 
1. Non-fiction helps you get to know about real people and their lives. 
 
2.  It teaches you new things, about new cultures, a new vocabulary.  
 
3. It helps you to understand what happened in the past, what is happening in the pre
 sent and what that might mean for the future. 
 
4.  It helps you to understand real life concepts and increases your understanding of 
 the world. (Elon Musk recently sent his first car up into space, attached to a rocket.  
 He had taught himself the finer points of space travel by reading up all he could 
 about it. And his mission was a success.)  
 
5.  It increases curiosity about the world we live in, the people we share our world with, 
 and what we are capable of.  
 
6.  You will learn valuable life lessons from non-fiction and you will be inspired. 
 
Lots of new concepts, then, and lots of new words. Thousands and thousands of them. 
Somewhere, somehow, somewhen, people now needed other books to explain concepts 
about the ideas and words that were in the other books so they could understand those 
concepts and words. Dictionaries, in other words. The first proper dictionary was published 
in 1604 by the Rev Robert Cawdrey and included words like pangolin (which is now - 
incidentally - the most trafficked mammal in the world - thank you BBC news website) and 
hypotenuse (which, I’m sorry Mrs Smith, I have totally forgotten the meaning of, if I ever 
understood it in the first place!)  
 
But I digress. Dictionaries. Generally non-controversial and totally uninspiring, right? 
Boring, even... (tedious, monotonous, dull, perhaps?)  
 
Wrong.  
 
In the last few years, the Oxford English Junior Dictionary published a new edition. This is 
now the 21st century - it had to move with the times. It now has words like blog, 
attachment, BlackBerry with a capital B, chat-room, MP3 player, and voice-mail. But it had 
lost many other words in the compilation process. No acorn, or buttercup, conker, heather, 
ivy. No lark, or kingfisher, or magpie, or otter, or willow.  
 
All nature words. Children - apparently- according to the compilers of the Junior Oxford 
dictionary don’t need to know what things are called in the outdoors. They don’t need to 
know what they see or hear or smell when they are outside; they only need to know the 
meanings of the concepts in the virtual world.  
 
Robert Macfarlane was a writer who was not satisfied with this state of affairs. He didn’t 
think that was good enough. And he was inspired - yes, inspired - to do something about it. 
To redress this balance, and right this wrong. A work of non-fiction inspired this writer and 
artistic collaborator, Jackie Morris, to create a new and beautiful work of non-fiction: an 
illustrated book of poetry called The Lost Words.  



 

  

It brings back words that were ‘lost’ from the Oxford Junior Dictionary. Mrs Crisp - always 
with her finger on the pulse - suggested we get this book for both our Senior and Junior 
libraries. And we did.  

 
But the inspiration did not stop there. A Stirling bus driver feels very strongly that every 
primary school in Scotland should have a copy of The Lost Words. She started a 
crowdfunding campaign to raise the money to distribute this book across the whole of 
Scotland, from Shetland to the Borders and all the islands in between.  
 
Robert Macfarlane has said that The Lost Words was written in a spirit of hope. The Stirling 
bus driver has now exceeded her target. There is more than enough money to make sure 
every school in Scotland gets a copy of this beautiful book.  
 
So, in addition to the reasons already given for reading non-fiction, we can add that it can be 
a real agent for creative change. A form of protest, if you like. The poet decided that it was 
not good enough to cut children off from a sense of connection with their environment, and 
cut them off from a sense of place by depriving them of a vocabulary of understanding it, 
talking about it, or forming a connection with it. So he did something about it.  
 
Jackie Morris says, “So, it was Robert’s idea to make this a “spell-book”’ – to have three 
spreads per word, the first marking a loss, a slipping away, the second being a summoning 
spell, and the third being the word spelled back into language, hearts, minds and 
landscape.” 
 
Pure magic! 
 
In conclusion, then, come to the library, or go to your own bookshelf, or Kindle, and spend a 
little more quality time with non-fiction, whether it is with The Lost Words, or our brilliant 
biographies of inspiring women, or words of wisdom. We do indeed need our non-fiction as 
much as we need our fiction. 
 
Happy reading!  
 
Mrs D. Dale 

The Lost Words: World Book Day 2018 (continued) 


