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On Tuesday night it was a great pleasure to welcome parents to a 
meeting of the Parent Teacher Association, the PTA. Mhairi Miller, 
PTA Chair, has written a summary of the meeting for this week’s 
newsletter from which you will see there are some exciting plans 
ahead, not least a ceilidh on Trinity Hall on Saturday 2nd June! 
Such events provide a lovely opportunity for parents, staff and 
friends of the school to come together in person, to relax and have 
fun. 
 
IM reminded us all of the need to do this in our assembly this 
morning in which they focused on 'National Day of Unplugging' 
which runs from sundown tonight, March 9th, to sundown tomorrow, 
March 10th. In a witty presentation in which all girls worked together 
very well, IM suggested that we increasingly miss out on the 
important moments of our lives as we pass the hours with our noses 
buried in our devices. I am sure this sentiment resonates with many 
of us. I have certainly taken the pledge to take part in the 'National 
Day of Unplugging' as have many of our pupils and colleagues.  
 
Miss Anna Tomlinson 
Head 
 
 
 

Whilst the School endeavours to provide parents with all the 
information they need, class reps provide a complimentary service 
to help parents in each year group.  This might include organising 
class social events, advice on uniforms, reminders about sports 
events or just simply being there to help new parents with general 
advice.  Many parents find this to be a good way of getting to know 
other parents and feeling part of the St Margaret’s family.  
 
Class reps are in contact by email with all the parents in each class 
who have agreed to being part of that group and will also pass on 
relevant PTA information as required.  Data protection law means 
that the school cannot pass on contact details without permission, 
but if you are a parent not on your class rep’s circulation, and you 
would like to be in that group, please contact the Admissions Officer 
for the relevant form. 
 
Mr A. Mountain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Class reps 



 

  

PTA News 

We had a great PTA meeting this week and wanted to share with you the main topics 
covered.  We looked at upcoming events and this discussion was based on the results of 
the PTA survey which was done last summer.  Many thanks for the great response we 
received to the survey-we received some great views and ideas which we are taking on 
board – “You said – we did”! 
 
Upcoming events: 
 
Second hand uniform sale – Saturday 17

th
 March 2018 

 
Save the date – St Margaret’s School Ceilidh on Saturday 2 June 2018 – more information 
on this soon but please save the date. 
 
Drop in coffee with the PTA – dates to follow.  Taking on board the comments from the 
survey we agreed that this would be a great opportunity for parents to pop in at school pick 
up time and meet the PTA, share ideas on events or spending ideas or just ask any 
questions. 
 
Again following the theme of “You said – We Did” the junior parents on the PTA committee 
will soon be seeking your thoughts on suggested events for our junior girls going forward.  
Some of the ideas discussed last night were junior discos and family film evenings.  
 
We were all very excited about some of the great ideas discussed. We had such a positive 
meeting it was agreed that we would share the matters discussed with the whole school 
community through the weekly news. 
 
The PTA are hopeful of reaching their annual fundraising target of £10,000 again this year 
and will soon be seeking ideas of how to spend the money raised.  It was agreed at the 
meeting that when we have a short list of ideas we will ask all parents to vote on the 
planned spending. 
 
It was also agreed that where we have a skills gap in the PTA we will “advertise” for help – 
please look out for these requests for help! As ever, if you have any queries at all or are 
interested in helping at any events please do get in touch with me (millers127@gmail.com). 
 

Mhairi Miller 

Chair  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

1 and 2 Junior Visit to Pizza Express 

1 and 2 Junior went on an exciting trip to Pizza Express. Everyone became pizza makers for 
the day. We started by shaping our dough, adding our sauce and finishing off with some 
delicious toppings. Whilst they were cooking we learnt about the key ingredients in pizzas 
and got to taste them. Once the pizzas were cooked we got to taste our creations and take 
the rest home!  
 
Miss S. Hulme and Mrs J. Garden  
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3 Junior Bread-making - Fresh Bread Success!  

3 Junior continue to learn about Viking Life. This week we learned that Vikings liked to eat 
bread, freshly baked bread. We headed to the kitchen and turned our hand to the task. We 
measured, mixed, kneaded, shaped and waited...and waited! The bread had to prove for 30 
minutes which gave us plenty of time to clean our tables and do some mental maths. Hurray, 
they had all expanded! Then we waited eagerly as the delicious smells wafted from the 
oven. The wait was worth it. The bread looked and smelled delicious. It tasted amazing too! 
 
Our thanks to Mrs Twigg for setting everything out and our parent helpers (Melody, Sophie 
and Misha’s mums and Elena’s dad). 
 
Our apologies to the parents, as most of the bread did not make it home... 
 
Mrs E. Gibb 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

This term 4 Junior’s social studies topic is farming. So far we have learnt about different 
types of farming, what is involved in a farmer’s day, what happens during each season and 
the advantages and disadvantages of the job. On Wednesday afternoon we planted rocket 
potatoes and a regional variety of potato. Over the next few months we will monitor their 
growth and record what we see. On 12th June we will harvest the potatoes and weigh each 
variety. We have entered a competition with other schools to see who can produce the 
heaviest crop of each potato variety. We are looking forward to watching our crop grow. 
 
Ms A. Dressel 
 

 

4 Junior Plant Potatoes 



 

  

Rotary Young Writers’ Competition 

Before Christmas our 6 Junior girls took part in the Rotary Young Writers’ Competition . They 
were asked to  write an essay  entitled “From a different prospective”. The girls worked hard 
on this project and choosing the three class entries proved a difficult task, but after careful 
consideration the essays of Bukunmi Adejuwon, Chloe McLean and Lizzy Thorn were chosen 
for the next stage of the competition. From these three essays the Rotary judge chose Chloe 
McLean’s essay to represent St Margaret’s in the district final. 
 
Last week at the Rotary Quiz, which was held here at St Margaret’s, we learnt that Chloe’s 
essay had been chosen as the winner and was to be put forward to the next stage of the 
competition. The essays had been judged by Abi Elphinstone, who was impressed by 
Chloe’s turn of phrase and by her ability to empathise and think like her main character, the 
dragon. Abi said she had very much enjoyed reading Chloe’s essay and had been moved by 
the kindness and sympathy expressed in the writing. At the quiz Chloe was presented with 
her certificate and asked to read out her essay, which received a well-deserved round of 
applause from the audience. 
 
On Friday last week, Mrs Mennie, who is our link Rotarian, came into school to present 
certificates to the girls and to thank them for taking part. She had been impressed with the 
essays of all three girls and was able to give them feedback from the judges too. 
 
We will now need to wait until later in the year to hear about the next stage in the 
competition. 
 
Mrs N. Murray  
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Rotary Quiz 

Last week a team of five girls from 7 Junior took part in the annual District Rotary Quiz. We 
were hugely impressed by their dedication and preparation for the event with all five girls 
spending their break times, lunch times and spare time at home brushing up on their general 
knowledge. It was very apparent how much the girls enjoyed the whole experience and how 
well they bonded as a team. The evening was a great success and the girls are to be 
congratulated for their efforts. Well done! 
 
Mrs P. Twigg and Mrs M. Smith 
 

 
 

 

After School Care 

Last week, some of the girls went out to have fun in the snow. Keira in 5 Junior made a 
snowman who became a ‘snow-girl’ wearing the St Margaret’s tie and hat. Meanwhile, Chloe 
in 5 Junior and Chloe in 6 Junior started building a snow wall.   
 
Indoor activities have included making peg dolls and designing their costumes. The girls then 
made a set for the dolls to take part in Strictly Come Dancing. It is currently on display in the 
dining room.  Following on from the fairy theme, Katy and Hannah in 3 Junior made a fairy 
garden using indoor ‘loose parts’. 
 
Ava in 2 Junior made a fairy hospital out of old boxes.  There was a section for injured fairies 
and also a café for them to go to. 
 
The Downey family kindly donated a wooden marble run construction set.  It can be 
constructed it in a way that the marbles fall and hit chime bars. It’s quite tricky but lots of fun. 
 
There are still some spaces in the Easter holiday club from 9th - 13th April.  Please fill in a 
booking form if you would like your child to attend.  We have lots of exciting activities planned 
for the week. 
 
Miss S. Thomson  
 

 



 

  

After School Care (continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

I Senior Computing Technologies 

This term I Senior pupils have been looking at different types of computer systems, input and 
output devices, computer security risks and precautions, new advances in technology, such 
as virtual reality, servers, updates in teleconferencing, as well as researching the various 
parts that make up the computer hardware. Throughout the week each pupil gave an 
emphatic presentation which was subject to questions from me and the audience.  
 
Mrs L. Arthur 
 
This week IM completed presenting their talks on different computer technologies, a branch 
of IT (Information Technology) which we have been researching and learning about since the 
beginning of the Spring term. We worked in groups to present our information on a 
PowerPoint. We were assessed on the presentations and in the end, Mrs Arthur was 
impressed with the standard of the them. Afterwards, everyone presented their PowerPoint, 
and Mrs Arthur asked the remaining class questions about the information in the talks, which 
gained us extra presentation points. We have learnt how a computer works and how they 
process all the date we search and type. We have learnt what parts deal with different types 
of data. We learnt about the different parts and types of computers, how computers work and 
what they contain, then lastly about security risks and precautions. We have also learnt how 
to present our findings in a well-formed PowerPoint. This has been a very interesting way to 
learn about these different technologies, and I’m sure the things we’ve learned will stay with 
us for a while.   
 
Hebe Carter and Deborah Ama, IM 



 

  
 

Thorpe Molloy received 155 entries from across Aberdeen city and Shire for their “Future 
Aspirations” Art Competition. I and II Senior girls rose to the challenge of expressing their 
career aspirations through art.  
 
A Certificate of Excellence was awarded to Maria Guz placing her in the top 15! Maria was 
invited, along with her parents and art teacher, to receive her certificate at an evening event 
hosted at the Oil and Gas Technology Centre on Queens Road. 
 
Certificates of Commendation were awarded to Lucy Smith, Rose Jones and Liberty 
Mountain. Certificates of Achievement were awarded to Aimee Anderton, Folami Olawuyi, 
Sophie Jennings and Alejandra Tait. 
 
We hope when you see their artwork that their talent and hopes for the future will lift your 
spirits! 
 
Mrs T. Scott 
 
 

Thorpe Molloy - “Future Aspirations” Art Competition 



 

  

Careers Talks - Mrs Jen Sutherland 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT  

CONCERT TOUR TO PRAGUE 
 

Following the successful Music Department concert tour to 
Krakòw in the summer of 2017, we are now launching a 
concert to tour to Prague. This will run from June 16th to 
21st 2019. During this time we will give four concerts at 
various locations in Prague, and also have time for 
sightseeing, rehearsing and relaxation. The girls will be 
accommodated in en-suite rooms of 3 to 5 beds in the Hotel 
Olsanka in central Prague. We will have the use of a coach 
during our time there, and also the services of an English 
speaking NST tour guide and representative. The cost of 
this trip is £995, which can be paid for in a variety of ways, 
including 15 instalments of £60. Further details and a 
booking form (which should be returned by Friday 16th 
March) can be obtained from the Music Department, or by 
e-mail: p.parfitt@st-margaret.aberdeen.sch.uk.  

Music Department 

Last week we were very lucky to have an educational psychologist come in and tell us about 
her job and her career journey. Mrs Sutherland explained to us that psychology isn’t just 
about figuring out what people think; in practice it is a lot more. Psychology includes science, 
research, and looking at the behaviour of humans and animals. We were also told about 
what we need to do to secure a place at university and what type of work experience would 
be beneficial.  
 
Hearing about what Mrs Sutherland does on a day-to-day basis was really interesting, and 
many of us would like to explore psychology a little more as a result of her talk. 
 
Fiona Coghill and Rameen Wahaj 



 

  

 



 

  



 

  


