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We were thrilled to welcome over 90 visitors to the school on Saturday
as part of Aberdeen Open Doors Day. Visitors of all generations were
fascinated by the historical display in the library as well as their tours of
the school. We thought we would share some interesting snippets from
the school’s archives with weekly news readers:


In 1846 Ann Stephen established a day school in the drawing
room of her parents' house at 1 Union Wynd, Aberdeen. Ten
years later, when her family moved to 13 Union Row, Miss
Stephen extended the school to be a 'Day and Boarding School'.



When the school was founded, girls were taught writing, music,
sewing, a little French and a little German. (How things have
changed!)



In May 1890 the school moved to 17 Albyn Place, and the name
St Margaret's School for Girls was adopted.



In 1926, ground for two hockey pitches and two netball courts was
acquired at King's Gate. Through gifts from Council, three tennis
courts were laid out and a sports pavilion was built.



The number of girls leaving school with the necessary
qualification to attend university grew steadily. In the first
Chronicle, published in 1930, there appear the names of three
girls who 'gained full leaving certificates'. Three other girls had
gained university entrance.



With the acquisition of 15 Albyn Place in 1935, it was possible to
admit nursery age children for the first time.



In August 1939, 17 Albyn Place was requisitioned for the Food
Office. The senior school moved into No 15, with the day school
for juniors moving into the boarding houses at 6 and 7 Queen's
Gardens. In 1940, No 15 was also taken over by the Ministry of
Food, and all the day pupils had to transfer to Queen's Gardens.
Meanwhile, in September 1939, the boarders were evacuated to
remote Glenbuchat, on Donside, and were subsequently moved
to Blackhall Castle, near Banchory, and later to Woodlands at
Cults.



In 1947 the School Council purchased Culter House as a
boarding house for the sum of £7,500.



In 1989, after 133 years of boarding, St Margaret's was once
more, as it had been in its first decade, a day school.



In 2016, 170 years after the school was founded, impressive new
facilities for science, art and drama were completed.

From the Head (continued)
On Saturday 29th September from 10am to 12.30pm we open our doors again for our official
Open Morning. On this occasion, our focus is very much on the St Margaret’s of the present and
the future, and staff, Head Girl team and prefects will be delighted to welcome you to the school.

We warmly invite all parents to a drop-in Macmillan Coffee Morning from 8am to 9am on Friday
28th September in the school dining hall. Do come along to meet friends old and new and to
raise money for this worthwhile cause.

1 and 2 Junior Outdoor Learning
1 and 2 Junior girls went on their first outdoor learning afternoon on Tuesday to Rubislaw
Terrace Gardens. They were introduced to the safe boundaries of the gardens and learned a
lot about each other by playing some 'getting to know you' games. The girls explored the
gardens and found lots of conkers. They had fun investigating how to open the shell. They
then played a clapping game to end the session.
“My favourite thing was playing with the 2 Junior girls,” said Keira.
“I liked climbing the tree,” said Abigail.
“I enjoyed finding all the conkers,” said Sarah.

1 and 2 Junior Outdoor Learning (continued)

After School Care
The start of term has been filled with fun activities for the children in After School Care. We
have spent nice days playing outside as well as taking part in various activities indoors.
Some girls have been making pom-poms and friendship bracelets out of wool and others
have enjoyed playing with Snap Circuits, the train set, marble run and Magformers (magnetic
shapes that can be used for construction).
Some of the girls in 3 to 6 Junior decided to create a spa in the dining room! They created
signs to show the treatments you could receive which included hand massages, relaxation
with water they had scented with petals, (very) temporary hand-made tattoos, hair
accessories and nail treatments. The whole activity has been 100% child-led and it is great to
see the different age groups working together. They even made feedback forms so they can
improve their service. Mrs Gibb (3 Junior) came for a treatment this week and some of the
parents have stayed to experience the service. Please feel free to drop in to Pretty Girl Spa
anytime!
The October holiday club takes place from 22nd to 26th October so please get your booking
forms in soon to avoid disappointment.
Miss S. Thomson

3 Junior - Saving Freddie
We found Freddie, a large caterpillar, on the concrete in the playground. We knew he couldn’t
stay there so we took the decision to save him. We took him into the classroom in a jar. After
some investigation we identified him as a privet hawkmoth caterpillar. He will go into his
chrysalis under the soil, staying there until May or June. We decided it was kinder to release
Freddie back to the garden.
Lucinda and Florence, 3J

Scotstown Moor - I Senior Team Building Day
A sunny Scotstown Moor was the setting of our much anticipated I Senior team-building day
which took place last Thursday. Much to the delight of the girls, our team leader for the day
was Jen Hickling, a St Margaret’s former pupil, who now works as an Aberdeen City Council
Countryside Ranger.
The first important job the girls had to undertake was lopping, to clear the paths of overgrown plants and bushes, as well as tidying up any litter. Jen demonstrated how to use loppers correctly and how to walk safely with them. As the girls threw themselves wholeheartedly into the task of cutting back the undergrowth, local walkers commented on what a good
job they were doing. Many girls remarked on how pleased they were to be doing something
to help the local community. Others said they found lopping quite enjoyable, even relaxing!

After lunch the girls were set into five groups and were given the challenge of building shelters in the nearby wood. Jen had given them a few tips about how to go about this task.
Which of the groups do you think built the best shelter?!
Mrs H. Nehring

Scotstown Moor - I Senior Team Building Day
(continued)

Modern Studies
A group of girls studying National 5 modern studies paid a visit to The Townhouse and
council buildings last Friday. They were given a guided tour by the Town Sergeant and
participated in a heated debate on different electoral systems in the actual debating
chamber. There was also time to meet Councillor Lumsden and MP Ross Thomson for a Q
and A session which was most useful for their studies. A big thank you to Councillor
Lumsden and his colleagues for arranging a superb visit which we all thoroughly enjoyed.
Mr G. Rennet

Bunsen Burners at St Margaret’s
Parents may have come across news articles relating to an asbestos warning for school
science laboratories in the past week. The Health and Safety Executive has found that two
suppliers of wire gauzes used for Bunsen burners had detectable levels of asbestos in their
products. We would like to reassure parents that on receiving this information we acted
immediately to withdraw gauzes from use in the labs. Our supplier was not affected by this
scare, and has since had their products tested and cleared by the HSE. However, as a
precaution we have ordered new ones from them which will arrive in the coming weeks.
Mrs A. Miller

Advanced Higher Biology Trip
On Tuesday 4th September the Advanced Higher biology class took a trip to Bennachie to
learn more about sampling and even give it a try themselves. We all got on a bus at school
and upon arriving at Bennachie were met by the Garioch ranger, Alison, who was our guide
for the day.
We started by trying our hand at pond dipping in the pond on the Bennachie site. Alison
explained to us that although the pond looked murky it was actually full of species. The
reason that the pond had a brown colour was due to peat that the river which fed the pond
flowed through further upstream. After a demonstration on how to use the nets and trays, we
all eagerly began our sampling. Results from our attempts included finding newts, greater
and smaller water boatman and water beetles among other creatures.
Next we tried using bug pots to see what organisms we could find in the grass next to the
pond and look at them more carefully using a magnifying lens. Alison explained to us that
because of the dry and warm summer there was a large increase in the number of ladybirds
that lived in the Bennachie area and we all had to tread carefully to avoid stepping on all the
ladybirds. It also seemed that it was spider season as well, though not everyone was as
excited about this as the ladybirds.
After lunch we were taken into a classroom setting to learn about some more sampling
techniques and look at the equipment that Alison uses in her daily job. She explained how
she uses a bat tracker to listen to the frequencies that different bats make. We also learned
how she uses owl pellets to track not just the number of owls in the area but also what they
eat by dissecting the bones out of the pellets and analysing them.
We then took another walk to look for signs that badgers had been around the centre, and
were on the look out for chewed pinecones, an indicator that red squirrels had also been
near. Finally we completed a line transect to see how the vegetation differed further away
from the path.
After a fun and educational day, we piled back onto the bus with a wealth of new information
we could relate back to our studies in the classroom.
Mrs S. Hendry

Advanced Higher Biology Trip (continued)

IVA Supporting the Cyrenian’s Harvest Appeal
IVA are appealing to the school community to help them to collect food items to donate to
the Cyrenian’s Harvest Appeal. The Cyrenian’s website describes the appeal’s aims,
“Food donations from Harvest allow us to provide food parcels to individuals and families
who need our help. In the colder months, when many families are forced to make the very
real choice between heating their homes and feeding their children, we are able to ensure
that their hunger is stilled.
These food donations also allow us to make and serve hot meals at our Street Alternatives
project. Four times a week, anyone who is sleeping rough or does not have access to
cooking facilities, can come to us to use our laundry facilities, have a shower and eat a
three course home cooked meal. We served over 5,400 hot meals last year, and provided
security, shelter and warmth to many in need.’

IVA would like to invite you to donate tinned, long-life food items and toiletries. These can
be placed in the box provided, in the upper corridor of the senior school which is next to the
geography department. Donations will be happily received until Friday 28th of September.
Mrs S. Stirton

Roald Dahl
One of my favourite authors is Roald Dahl and I would like to share some facts with you
about this great man.

This week on 13th September, we remember and celebrate Roald Dahl and this date has
been chosen as it marks the day on which he was born.
Roald Dahl was born in Llandaff, Cardiff, and through his lifetime he was a chocolate
historian, a spy, an ace fighter pilot and a medical inventor. These jobs inspired him to write
the BFG, Matilda, and the classic Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, with James and the
Giant Peach being his first novel.
In his lifetime he wrote over seventeen novels and a further twenty books for children, and
through his fantastic imagination and writing he has allowed us to experience worlds which
we may only have dreamed about.

The pleasure he has given and continues to give people is immeasureable, and I hope you
continue to read and enjoy his many books as I will, while celebrating this great author and
what he has achieved.

Lucy Parfitt, IA

From the Library: Reconnecting with Dylan, Part Two
All of a sudden, we have one last day on the Gower Peninsula. What should we do?
Explore Cardiff after a long journey? Or return to Rhossili one last time? It is a ‘lamb white’
day, and I like to think I know what Dylan Thomas would have chosen: Rhossili it was.
It is easy to see why Thomas and his Swansea friends liked Rhossili so much - the
National Trust paths to Worm’s Head and the nature reserve are broad and well worn; now
burnt bronze by an unforgiving summer. There are beaches on both sides of the headland;
steep-stepped stone paths down, cusps and corners polished marble-black by generations’
footfall. Rhossili Bay is busy today: bright coloured beach shelters nestle at the feet of the
steep hillside behind, tumbling downwards like a landslide. The beach on the other side of
the headland smells of fresh seaweed churned and spat out by wild waves wallowing
wetness onto a parched shore.

The story famously goes that Dylan Thomas walked out to Worm’s Head, missed the tide,
and had to spend the night on the then-island until the tides receded and daybreak came.
Another anecdotal story to fuel the image of a feckless, reckless young man? Or a young
man who saw opportunities as gifts to be unwrapped there and then? The walk out to
Worm’s Head is not an easy one (as I discovered). First, there’s the ‘causeway’, which
suggests that it is man-made - it’s not; it’s a fair scramble across barnacle-encrusted rocks
and over tide pools. And further on, there’s a dance to perform atop steep-chasmed sharp
rock valleys. But the view from the tip of Worm’s Head, back across the Gower Peninsula,
is well worth it; it is beautiful. Dylan Thomas loved nature - his poetry is rooted in a strong
sense of place; humankind’s place in nature within that, and the fragile, transient nature of
it - it will pass and be made new. Nature is Thomas’ creation story.
Mrs D. Dale

