From the Head
We are very much looking forward to our Spring Concert, which will
be held on Thursday 21st March at 7pm at Holburn West Church.
The concert will consist of choral and instrumental music and will
encompass a wide variety of styles. Girls from the upper junior
school through to VI Senior will be taking part. The instrumental
music will be performed by Vivaldi, the Bach Ensemble, the Concert
Band, the Brass Ensemble, the Wind Quartet and the Ceilidh Band.
There will also be a variety of choral pieces from the school’s Senior
Choir and Chamber Choir.
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We anticipate some impressive solo items from our most
experienced musicians in VIS, and the first performance of a piece
for small orchestra, written especially for the concert by Amy
Stewart (VIS) who is going to study composition at the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland next year.
The booking of tickets is strongly advised and we hope to see you
there. The event should last approximately 90 minutes. Tickets can
be purchased from the school office and marketing office and are
priced at £6 and concessions at £4.

Thank you to everyone who responded to my request for ‘beauty‘
items for the tombola at the PTA Spring Afternoon Tea. We have
now sold all the tickets for Sunday’s event.

1 Junior - Fairytale Land Topic
1 Junior girls displayed and talked about the castles that they had made in assembly on
Tuesday. They then proudly showed them to the 2, 3 and 4 Junior classes in the classroom.
They also helped to make Rapunzel’s favourite food – beans on toast! Mark, the school chef,
also showed the girls how to make a three-bean salad and let them taste butter beans, chilli
beans and fruity beans. They were very popular!
Mrs J. Garden

1 Junior - Fairytale Land Topic (continued)

3 Junior - Viking Bread
3 Junior continue to learn about Viking life. This week we learned that Vikings liked to eat
freshly baked bread. We headed to the kitchen and turned our hand to the task. We mixed,
kneaded, shaped and waited (and waited!). The bread had to prove for 30 minutes which
gave us plenty of time to clean our tables and to taste some wholemeal oat bread that Mrs
Gerbrandy had made. The traditional Viking bread was very heavy but tasted delicious,
especially drizzled with honey!!
After the successful proving we waited eagerly as the delicious smells of our rolls baking
wafted from the oven. The wait was worth it. The bread looked and smelled delicious. It
tasted amazing too!
Our special thanks to Mrs Gerbrandy for making the traditional bread, organising our
ingredients and for helping us make our bread.
Mrs E. Gibb

4 Junior - Pharmacy Students Visit
On Monday afternoon 4 Junior had a visit from six RGU Pharmacy students. In the interactive
workshop that lasted an hour they learnt about medicines and the importance of only taking
medicine prescribed for themselves, where to keep medicine and to take the dose
prescribed. The girls were given the chance to practise measuring out the correct dosage.
Using coloured water, they used a syringe, 5ml spoon and a measuring cup to accurately
measure a 5ml dose. With Smarties and a special triangular counter they learnt how to
correctly count a prescription for tablets and what information needs to be put on the
medicine label before being given to the patient.
The girls thoroughly enjoyed the workshop and learnt valuable lessons about medicines.
Ms A. Dressel

6 Junior - Doctor’s Visit
On 12th of March 6 Junior had a very informative, fun visit from Dr Sekulin aka Chloe’s mum,
who is a GP at the Hamilton Medical Group. She came in and brought lots of fun things for
the presentation such as a real skeleton, some peak tests (to test for asthma and the
elasticity of your lungs) and a picture comparing a smoker’s lungs to a non-smoker’s lungs
(which greatly discouraged us from ever smoking!), and she spoke to us about the fact that
smoking can increase your risk of getting lung cancer and many other cancers. Dr Sekulin
also told us about E-cigarettes and how they are probably better for you than normal
cigarettes but they still don’t know what they do to you because they are a relatively new
thing and doctors haven’t tested them enough to know what the consequences of smoking
them are.
Dr. Sekulin told us about the skeleton and showed us the skull which was grey with age; she
also showed us a femur bone (one of the biggest bones in the body), a pelvic bone and a
knee cap (patella), and we learnt about how medical students learn where the muscles and
tendons are on the bones (they use plasticine!). After that she gave us all peak tests which
we puffed into. We all compared our results while many of us had lots of questions and
queries.
Afterwards we had a long and fun conversation about asthma and other diseases. Dr Sekulin
also told us about bone marrow and that blood is produced in the core of our bones where
the bone marrow is. All in all, the visit was so much fun and told us a lot about medicine
while inspiring some of us to possibly strive for a degree in medicine. Dr Sekulin was so
inspiring and the presentation was really enjoyable!
Emma Law, 6 Junior

World Book Day - Junior School
Last Thursday World Book Day was celebrated throughout junior school. The morning started
off with an assembly which had been organised by 7 Junior and the Junior House and Vice
Captains. In the run up to World Book Day the girls had been asked to record the title and
author of a book, comic or journal that they had read since the start of the February mid-term
break. Upon arrival, each class delivered their book chain and as you can see from the
picture below, St Margaret’s junior school is passionate about reading! The longest single
chain of the day came from 6 Junior, which had 176 paper links in their chain!

The house captains and vices then led a quiz with 18 teams all competing for valuable house
points. Crathes and Dunnottar both scored 102 points for their respective houses but the
winners were Kildrummy who scored 108 points, and who, on Tuesday, celebrated their
success with an extra 10 minutes break time!
How would you have done?
In the ‘Diary of the Wimpy kid’ series, what is the name of Greg’s older brother?:
a) Fred
b) Ted
c)
Rodrick
d) Robert

In the story ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’ which one of these items did George add for his
old granny?:
a) Milk
b) Toothpaste
c)
Honey
d) Raspberry jam
Congratulations to all those who entered the tweet competition. Miss Gray announced the
winners and congratulated all those who had entered. All participants received a certificate,
with 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners also receiving a book. You can read the winning entries on
the following page:

World Book Day - Junior School (continued)

World Book Day - Junior School (continued)

World Book Day - Junior School (continued)
Dress the Door Competition
Whilst the costumes were missing and the focus was all about books, there was still an
opportunity for collaboration and creativity which involved each class choosing a book and
using their knowledge of the story and characters to decorate their door.
The trick was to be not too obvious because classes had to visit each door in junior school
and guess from the clues which book was being represented.
Here are a selection from the day. Can you guess from the pictures below which book these
doors represent? More to follow next week!

World Book Day - Junior School (continued)
Throughout the day classes from 1, 2 and 3 Junior had the opportunity to visit each other’s
classrooms and a different teacher to take part in a book related activity. Can you guess
which story 2 Junior were talking about?

Girls from 5, 6 and 7Junior also visited Mrs Smith, Mrs Wyatt and Mrs Twigg who had
organised activities and challenges for the girls to complete. The 5, 6 and 7 Juniors were
introduced to the fantasy story ‘Dragon Rider’. A fantastical tale set in the age of dragons, the
author, Cornelia Funke, weaves a plot full of adventure and excitement pitting dragons
against the human world. After discussing the prologue, which starts with the words ‘I didn’t
write this story for people who want to rule the world’, the girls read a short extract from the
beginning of the story and then focused on unusual vocabulary. As an activity, all three
classes were challenged to find as many words as they could from the word homunculus,
within 10 minutes. With only two vowels in the word, this proved to be very difficult, however,
one pair of girls successfully managed to find twenty words.
Congratulations to Yashila and Eva from 5 Junior. Runners up included Chloe, Emma and
Erin from 6 Junior and Ellie and Lizzy from 7 Junior. All were very close with nineteen correct
words.

World Book Day - Junior School (continued)
The girls were then given the opportunity to create a ‘found’ poem from a page they had read
in their class novel. They highlighted the words or phrases they liked the sound of and
blanked out the rest. It was fun turning them into a piece of art that represented the image
their poems had created.

Next time you are in junior school take a stop in the library area and you will see some of the
wonderful work that was produced throughout the school to celebrate St Margaret’s pupils’
love of reading.
Mrs P. Twigg

Physics - Towers
Last week, as part of our space topic in II Senior, we were looking at the construction of
lightweight towers that could be used for a communications mast. In order to carry out
construction the girls were divided into teams and then given the opportunity to build a mast
from spaghetti, masking tape and string. Their tower had to be self standing and support a
marshmallow at the top. This simulated the relative weight of a satellite dish. Below are
some pictures of the successes achieved by the girls. The highest mast reached a height of
55 cm.
Mr I. Garioch

Maths News
Samly in II Senior has broken Francesa Mountain’s record set 2 years ago for reciting the
digits of Pi. The record set in 2017 was 500; Samly made it to 552 at 10:20am on Thursday
14th March.
Mrs S. MacFadyen

NOSS Public Speaking Final

On Wednesday 13th March, Sarah Mackay, Jessica McClure and Elise Cory competed in the
NOSS Public Speaking final. The final took place at Curl Aberdeen and was a fabulous
evening which included a diverse range of topics delivered by each speaker. The team from
St Margaret’s provided a thought-provoking presentation focusing on the influence of Apple
technology and its comparison to a cult. Ashanee Hapuarachchi and Katie Crabb from III
Senior were also in attendance and performed an important role as time-keepers. We are
extremely proud of all the girls who competed and took part in the running of the event.
Mrs S. Torrie

St Mary’s Cathedral Children’s Choir

St Mary’s Cathedral are in the process of forming a children’s choir for the Cathedral, which
may be of interest to some of our pupils and friends. The choir are looking to recruit boys and
girls from Primary 4 to Primary 6, although they are prepared to consider Primary 3 pupils.
Membership is open to all children, irrespective of religious practice.
The Cathedral have appointed an experienced Choral Director, John Horton, formerly
Director of Music at St George’s, Stockport. Mr Horton has also worked as a music specialist
in primary schools in that area. If interested or if you require further information, please
contact Dr Shelagh Noden, the Cathedral’s Director of Music, at music@cathedral-abdn,org

Pants Progress

PANTS PROGRESS!
Thank you everyone who has donated so far.
We have now collected over 200 pairs of pants.
There is still time to donate – we are collecting up to the Easter break.

If you’d like to donate underwear, here’s the brief
All you have to do is buy a packet of ladies’ or children’s pants. They must be new and while
they collect all sizes, those needed the most are for children aged 3-15 or ladies size 8-14.
And while they collect all colours, the ladies’ pants in greatest demand are black – in full brief,
midi, mini or high leg (in the smaller sizes).
The underwear can be given to the class charity reps or to any of the
school maths teachers. We are collecting up until the Easter break.

senior

Many thanks to those of you who have already donated.
If you would like further information about the charity then please visit https://
www.smallsforall.org/
Thank you.
Mrs L. Tapper

