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Dear parents,
I am sure that last weekend many parents within our school
community will have read with horror The Sunday Times
investigation into how a teenage girl was sent emails and images of
self-harm by the virtual scrapbook site, Pinterest, in the weeks
before and after her tragic death by suicide. These messages were
not sent by spiteful individuals but were generated as a result of the
algorithms which govern the site. I was pleased to hear that the
health secretary has written to technology companies including
Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Pinterest, Apple and Google telling
them to remove disturbing material or face legislation. As a
wholehearted supporter of the benefits of technology, closer
regulation of the content of the social media which appears to have
become the lifeblood of many young people is, in my view, long
overdue.
As teachers and parents we also have a vital role to play in
educating our young people to use social media in a way that is
constructive and life enhancing for them and for others. Be assured
that we regularly review our curriculum in this area and grasp every
opportunity to engage with national experts and initiatives. However,
it is only parents who can make decisions and monitor how and
when their daughters’ mobile phones are used out of school. At St
Margaret’s we want to support parents to make the right decisions
with and for their own children about mobile phone use.
To this end, I would like to remind you that we have been able to
secure input from the NSPCC who will be leading our ‘Find Out
Friday’ event on the topic of ‘keeping your family safe online’ in the
GP Room on Friday 8th February between 2.10pm and 3pm. The
talk will cover the current trends in apps, how they are being used
by young people and their suitability for different age groups. I
strongly recommend this talk to parents of pupils of all ages. Please
do
let
my
PA,
Karen
Schmitz
(ka.schmitz@stmargaret.aberdeen.sch.uk) know if you will be coming along and we
will make the appropriate arrangements.
Before I came to St Margaret’s I lived with teenage girls in school
boarding houses so I do understand how difficult it can be to get the
balance right between monitoring children’s social media use and
giving them responsibility to grow and learn through the experience.
I don’t have children of my own, so these days I’m not having that
conversation on a nightly basis as I once did, but I do care deeply
about your children and I believe it is vital that schools and parents
continue to work together on this issue.
Anna Tomlinson

Parent Teacher Association News

Careers News
On Monday 29th January, Mrs Donachie, a lawyer with Petrofac and mother to two daughters
at St Margaret’s, took time out of her busy day to speak to us all about her career in law. Her
presentation was very interesting and informative. She taught us about working as a lawyer in
the real world and highlighted the pros and cons of working in a male dominated environment.
She made it clear to all of us that with hard work and determination women can reach
prominent positions of responsibility within law. She talked about inspirational women figures
in politics/ and law and told us to aim high in our careers. Furthermore, she made the talk
humorous, and told us about the various careers we could do with a law degree, and
explained what she has to do on a daily basis. Mrs Donachie’s talk was incredibly interesting
and we would like to thank her very much for giving up her time to come and speak to us.
Jewel Jacob, IVM

Next week’s talk is from Sergeant Clare Stoddart and Flight Lieutenant Richard Stinson from
the RAF. All girls in senior school are welcome and should come to class S3 at 1:00pm.
If you would like to volunteer to give a talk in school, please do get in touch with Ms
Brown at s.brown@at-margaret.aberdeen.sch.uk
Ms S. Brown

PE News
Congratulations to Anna in 7 Junior who qualified for the Scottish Schools swimming
championships in Glasgow last weekend. Anna competed against the top swimmers in
Scotland for her age group (12 and under) in the 50m butterfly event and achieved a personal
best time. Well done, Anna!
Mrs K. Norval

We've created a free online safety guide for schools to share with parents and carers about
Grand Theft Auto (GTA); the 18+ rated game in which sex, violence, profane language
and nudity form the main themes of the game. Popular for its criminal narrative, the GTA
series encourages users to break the law in order to succeed and progress through the
game.
With over 100 million users on the game's online social club alone, Grand Theft Auto is
hugely popular amongst young people under the age of 18!
Please visit the link below for further information:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides/grand-theft-auto-online-safetyguide-for-parents/?mc_cid=b9f4c860b9&mc_eid=6ceabe12b2

