From the Head
Thursday’s lunchtime Citadel Concert was undoubtedly one of the
highlights of this week. Alan Cooper’s review below perfectly
captures the flavour of the event:
“The Lunchbreak Series routinely hosts performances by pupils
from various local schools. St Margaret’s School for Girls has
provided regular participants over the years. They have always
been pretty exceptional but I reckon that today’s performance was
their best ever. Audiences now expect this of St Margaret’s which is
why crowds were piling into the citadel very early for today’s
concert.
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There were eight young ladies who presented us with a very wide
and varied selection of music.
The first performer was trumpet player Jessica McClure. Her piece,
‘A Time for Peace’ was by Peter Graham, currently Professor of
Composition at the University of Salford. He specialises in
compositions for brass and wind bands. The piano part was quite
luscious with a lovely trumpet part soaring above, which Jessica
really made to sing out clearly. The confidence of her playing set the
seal on everything that was to follow.
Holly Highton is a saxophonist. Her performance of ‘La Plus que
Lente’ by Debussy was marked by an exceptionally mature sense of
musicality. It was a wonderfully smooth performance in which abrupt
changes of tempo were made to flow so naturally within the piece.

There were two violinists in the programme, Hannah de Bordes and
Hagar Libman who both played startlingly brilliant showpieces by
Pablo de Sarasate. Hannah played ‘Romanza Andaluza’ with
absolutely the right passionate intensity. Her intonation was
faultless and the variety in dynamics and tempo were perfect. What
a thrillingly seductive performance! I review the two girls together
because both were equally brilliant. Hagar’s performance of
‘Zigeunerweisen, Op. 20 was every bit as amazing in its sheer
virtuosity. Fast bowing with simultaneous pizzicato plucking of the
strings was just astonishingly brilliant.
Our second brass player was Laura Carter on tuba – not an
instrument that often stands in the spotlight – but with her lovely
warm tone and perfectly steady playing in the ‘Romanza’ from
Mozart’s ‘Concerto in E flat for horn, K 495’ Laura definitely seized
the whole attention of the audience and kept it with her.
Soprano Eilidh Bisset has a beautifully clear and surprisingly mature
voice for such a young singer. She sang ‘Deh vieni non tardar’ from
Mozart’s opera ‘The Marriage of Figaro’. It was not just the voice
and the musicality of this performance that impressed, it was the
sense of enjoyment and confidence that radiated from Eilidh and
conveyed itself straight to the audience. How long before I see
Eilidh on stage with Scottish Opera? Not too long I reckon.

Citadel Concert Review (continued)
Cellist Janani Mohan was the third first class string player to perform today. She delivered the
attractive melodic flow of Fauré’s ‘Elegie in C minor’ with radiant warmth and there was
considerable deft fingerboard work in this piece too which Janani accomplished with
considerable panache.
The final performer in the concert was pianist Amy Stewart. Her electric performance of
Debussy’s ‘Dr Gradus ad Parnassum’ was clean and precise, confident and artistic. Well
done Amy, and all you St Margaret’s girls! We are already looking forward to next year.”

Spring Concert
St Margaret’s annual Spring Concert will be held on
Thursday March 21st, at 7:00. in Holburn West Church, on
the corner of Ashley Park Drive and the Great Western
Road, and tickets (£6 and £4) are now available from the
marketing office.
The concert will feature the following ensembles and choirs
from the upper end of the Senior School: The Concert
Band; The Bach String Ensemble; The Wind Quartet; The Senior Choir; The Ceilidh
Band; The Brass Ensemble; The Percussion Ensemble; The Vivaldi String Ensemble;
The Chamber Choir; The Jazz Ensemble.
There will also be some solo items from our most experienced musicians in VIS, and the first
performance of a piece for small orchestra, written especially for the concert by Amy Stewart
in VIS, to be performed by the leavers, who is going to study composition at the RCS next
year.
Early booking is strongly advised and we hope to see you there. The event should last approx.
90 minutes.
Tickets are priced at £6:00 and concessions at £4:00
Mr P. Parfitt

Development Office
This is only my fourth week but I already feel I have been here so much longer – and I mean
that in a good way! I have been given such a warm welcome by my colleagues which has
gone some way to alleviating the daunting task of taking forward all things development here
at St Margaret’s.
It has been a bit of a whirlwind these past few weeks. There is lots to learn about the school
itself and how we operate, and also the independent school sector locally and
nationally. Something I am particularly enjoying is the close sense of community, which
extends not only to our current pupils and their families but also to our alumnae, former
parents and friends of the school. A couple of weeks ago we received a gift which will be
used for our bursary fund from three sisters who attended St Margaret’s in the 1950’s. They
have fond memories of their time in the school and were grateful to their parents for making
the decision to send them here for their education. To be remembered 50 years after being a
pupil here is a testament to the positive impact the school had on the family.
In the coming weeks I will be meeting with some key groups in our community. Firstly, I’ve
been invited to the next meet up of the former staff members who regularly meet for a catch
up. I look forward to their insights into the school. Together with Miss Tomlinson I will also be
meeting the Former Pupil Club Committee who organise events throughout the year for our
alumnae.
I do hope I get the opportunity to meet with you in coming months either at school events or
perhaps if you just want to stop by the office to find out what development is actually all
about.; my door is always open. One event I would be delighted to see you at is the upcoming
PTA Spring Afternoon Tea at the Park Café, Hazelhead Park (details on how to buy tickets
can be found at the end of this newsletter).
Mrs R. Paterson-Davies

PE News
Badminton
Over four dates during January and February our senior girls competed in Division 2 of the
Crombie badminton league. Although not placed this year the girls played well and gained
much from the experience.

Hockey

Last Saturday the first and second years played in their respective school tournaments. The
first years have just started playing 11 aside so they played well in this new formation and
were disappointed to lose out on the silver medal after equal points meant it went to goal
difference – we had scored one less goal! Meanwhile the second years had been building up
throughout the season and were delighted to achieve the silver medal. I must thank Romy
Bryce and Shannon MacAngus for helping time and keep score at the first year tournament.
Una McGee and Jane Somerset were super helpers at the second year tournament.

PE News (continued)
Congratulations also go to our senior team who beat McLaren High from Stirling in the semifinal of the Scottish schools Aspire cup competition. This means we are now in the final
against Perth schools on Friday 15 March.
Cross-Country
Last Saturday there was also a cross-country competition at Lathallan school. Jessica Gunn
came fourth in the U12 race and Anna McNeill came first in the U13 competition. This is a
challenging course so the girls ran very well.
Mrs K. Norval
Janani Mohan in V Senior will be competing in the SSAA Secondary Schools Cross Country
Championships on Saturday 2nd March at Hopetoun House Estate, South Queensferry. Good
luck, Janani.
Miss J. Aitken

Easter Holiday Club 2019
The holiday club will operate within the school during the Easter holiday, from 8 th April – 12th
April 2019. The holiday club will be available for St Margaret’s School children and their siblings who are aged between 3 and 12 years. The daily charge for the club is £40 and it will run
from 8.00am until 5.30pm. The children should bring a morning snack and a packed lunch.
We will provide a healthy snack in the afternoon.
There will be a wide range of activities and outings arranged and more details will be issued
soon. The children will be asked what they would like to do, and this will reflect the content of
the programme.
If you wish to reserve a place for your child, please complete a booking form and return it to
the school office or e-mail it to me by 8th March 2019 to secure a place.
The dates for the next two clubs in 2019 are as follows:
Summer – week beginning 22nd July; 29th July; 5th August 2019
October – week beginning 21st October 2019
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch at s.thomson@stmargaret.aberdeen.sch.uk.
Miss S. Thomson

Meeting our Buddy Grandmas and Grandpa Part 4
Our first visit of 2019 had us buzzing with excitement. We were all really looking forward to
seeing our buddies again. We started the session singing Sansa Kroma, a Ghanaian
Children’s song, which Mrs Wiedermann has taught us. This song involves singing whilst
passing around a number of objects with the tempo getting faster then slower again. It was a
great way to wake up! We also had time to play some of our favourite class games.
Mrs E. Gibb

Conservation Club
The Conservation Club has handed out its first three certificates to students in the junior
school who have demonstrated care for their surroundings and the environment. Emilie from 5
Junior and a member of the club, has been working hard to keep her neighbourhood clean by
picking up litter around her home.
Two members of 3 Junior, Timi and Emily, received their certificates for taking positive action
when, out on a school visit, they chased away a seagull who was snacking on a crisp bag and
then put the empty bag in a bin. Well done to all three girls.
Mrs G. Wyatt

Rotary Young Writer Competition
Out of the three 6 Junior submissions selected for the Rotary competition, Grace-Ann’s writing
was chosen for the next stage of judging at Robert Gordon’s School last week. Although not
the overall winner, Grace-Ann’s piece, on the subject of ‘My Inspiration’, was beautifully
written and promoted the importance of friendship. Grace-Ann shared her work with the Junior
School at assembly on Thursday and was warmly applauded for her thoughts and feelings
about her best friend, Rishiga, who she quoted as her inspiration.
Mrs G. Wyatt

Chinese Medicine in 7 Junior
This week 7 Junior were delighted to welcome Juliet’s mum, Mrs Gaskell, into class to talk
about Chinese medicine. Mrs Gaskell is a qualified acupuncturist who currently practises in
Aberdeen.
As you can see from the picture below she brought along some of the instruments and
equipment that she would use when treating patients.

The class learned that the practice of acupuncture is an ancient technique that has been used
for thousands of years to treat medical conditions in China. Since the 1960’s it has become
more and more popular in the West. Today it is used alongside pharmaceutical medicines that
we use. Mrs Gaskell told us that patients in Chinese hospitals receive acupuncture as part of
their overall treatment when staying in hospital and it is widely used on patients to treat pain
relief during operations. It has even been used as a form of pain relief during open heart
surgery with the patient only lightly sedated; can you imagine being semi-conscious during
that procedure?

It was a really informative session and one in which we learned so much about China and the
Chinese attitudes to health and medicine. Thank you, Mrs Gaskell.
Mrs P. Twigg

Just before the February break I launched, in assembly, a charity appeal on behalf of the
charity Smalls for All®
Smalls for All® is a Scottish Charity which collects and distributes underwear to help women
and children in Africa. They help those living in orphanages, slums, IDP camps and schools.
In many cases these girls and ladies have no underwear at all.

A pack of pants costs less than 2 cups of coffee and is something that we all take for granted.
As I showed the girls, even my son’s giant teddy bear, Bernard, wears pants!

If you’d like to donate underwear, here’s the brief
All you have to do is buy a packet of ladies’ or children’s pants. They must be new and while
they collect all sizes, those needed the most are for children aged 3-15 or ladies size 8-14.
And while they collect all colours, the ladies’ pants in greatest demand are black – in full brief,
midi, mini or high leg (in the smaller sizes).
The underwear can be given to the class charity reps or to any of the senior school maths
teachers. We are collecting up until the Easter break.
Many thanks to those of you who have already donated.

If you would like further information about the charity then please visit https://
www.smallsforall.org/.
Thank you.
Mrs L. Tapper
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