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Earlier in the week I attended the annual conference of the Girls’
Schools Association in London. While it is sometimes necessary for
me to attend such meetings and other events, I have to admit that I
don’t usually enjoy being away from school in term time, despite my
confidence in our excellent leadership team and staff who I know
will ensure that school life runs smoothly. However, on this occasion
I relished the opportunity to hear from a diverse range of speakers,
not least Professor Lord Robert Winston on the importance of
scientific literacy, Julia Samuel, Founder of Child Bereavement UK
and Dany Cotton, the first female commissioner of the London Fire
Brigade. The opportunity to share ideas and best practice with other
head teachers is, of course, invaluable, and upon my return I have
had plenty to share with colleagues.
At St Margaret’s we are all learners, both staff and pupils, and we
have a well established programme of professional development.
Sometimes this involves colleagues attending external courses as I
did this week but in recent years we have done far more to share
good practice across the staff through staff meetings, heads of
department meeting and through our ‘Teach Meets’, organised but
informal meetings for teachers to share practice, innovations and
personal insights. We also have an internal learning and teaching
newsletter which is published termly and this is another medium for
sharing the impact of professional reading and reflection.
Whenever we can, we like to give parents the opportunity to learn
more about the work of the school and this is the purpose of our
‘Find Out Friday’ events. Next week we shall be holding an evening
event for parents on ‘Supporting Our Children’s Wellbeing’.
Unfortunately, all the places have been taken for this session but we
will certainly consider running it again if there is sufficient interest.
Please do get in touch if there is a topic which you would like us to
cover in a ‘Find Out Friday’ or similar event in the future.

School scarves
Don’t let the cold weather get the better of you, buy a St Margaret’s
School scarf! Scarves are available to purchase from the Marketing
and Admissions Office and cost £16.
Mrs F. Littlejohn

V and VI Senior Dance

V and VI Senior Dance

Picture of the month - November
November’s picture of the month is by Advanced Higher student Megan Wilson in VI Senior
and is titled ‘Mixed-Media Artwork’.
Mrs T. Scott
Head of Art and Design

Charities News
The 7 Junior Charities Reps, Olivia and Hannah, have announced the launch of this year’s
Christmas appeal. We are collecting toiletries which will be shared between homes and
orphanages in Moldova and the Cyrenians here in Aberdeen. Donations can be put into the
junior library area. The final date for donations is 30 th November. Some suggestions include
soap, hand-wash, bubble bath, shampoo, razers, toothbrush, deodorant etc. Many thanks in
advance!
Miss Hulme, Olivia and Hannah (7 Junior)

One Stop Slime Shop - 6 Junior
6 Junior One Stop Slime Shop opened for business this week when Mrs Gunn came in to
class and gave a superb presentation about how to create a start up company. Mrs Gunn, a
chartered accountant, elaborated on the many aspects of running a small business with a
focus on the underlying mathematical considerations. Using the very popular ‘slime’ as a
product for sale, Mrs Gunn walked the girls though all the steps - from deciding on a company
name, to cost of stock, financial projections, overheads and ultimately profit. Using Microsoft
Excel, Mrs Gunn illustrated how to present figures and data through the use of tables and
graphs. The workshop on Monday marked the start of 6 Junior's next maths project which will
see them develop their own small businesses.
Mrs G. Wyatt

Fire Engine Visit
1 Junior have been learning about how the fire service help us in an emergency. They were
very lucky to have the fire engine visit last week. The fire fighters showed the girls the different
equipment on the fire engine and they enjoyed sitting in the driver’s seat and in the back
seats. They were able to try on the helmet and the gloves and look at the uniforms.
‘The cutters were big and heavy’ said Hajar.
‘The boots are really big and strong!’ said Clara.
Their favourite part was being allowed to use the hose and spray water into the playground.
‘It went as high as the school!’ said Anisha.
The fire fighters then came into the class and showed them the breathing apparatus and how
they get dressed into their fire safety uniform.
‘I wouldn’t like to wear the mask’ said Anna.
‘I would like to have a walkie talkie’ said Xi Ning. ‘Who is talking in it just now?’
The girls asked some excellent questions and the fire fighters were very impressed by the
girls’ manners and knowledge of what to do if there was a fire in their home.
‘Get out and stay out and phone 999’ said Abigail.
Mrs J. Garden

Fire Engine Visit (continued)

A Visit to the Opticians
1 Junior visited Black and Lizars opticians on Thursday to learn about how they help us to
look after our eyes. They tried on different glasses and looked through the lenses. They all
enjoyed sitting in the seat and looking at the colour blindness chart.
Mrs J. Garden

Remembrance Sunday Decorative Poppies
During the lead up to Remembrance Sunday, Emilie and Ellie in 5 Junior were busy making
their own decorative poppies. They sold their brooches to friends and family and raised a
fantastic total of £16.22 which they added to one of the Poppy Scotland appeal tins in school.
Well done girls for all your hard work!
Mrs M. Smith

7 Junior Visit to the Cinema
As part of the Into Film Festival, 7 Junior went to Cineworld in Union Square to watch the
movie Zoo. The movie is set in Belfast during the Second World War, and is the story of an
infant elephant, Buster (real name Sheila), who has been imported from Africa (where he was
mistreated) to Belfast Zoo.
The movie is based on true events and tells the story of Denise Austin, Belfast’s first female
Zoo keeper. Denise was known as the “elephant angel”, and the film shows her experiences
with the zoo animals during the war after a government order is given to destroy all potentially
life threatening animals should they escape into the wilds of north Belfast during air raids. It
confirms that humans weren’t the only casualties of the war; in Belfast zoo alone thirty three
animals were destroyed. The film maker has taken some creative licence to change some of
the characters and events from the actual events. Another interesting fact is that the author
Michael Murporgo, who had heard about Denise Austin’s experience, took his own creative
licence and switched the events to a zoo in Dresden, Germany, creating a story you may have
read in his book, ‘The Elephant in the Garden’.
We would thoroughly recommend the film, especially if you are an animal lover or have an
interest in the Second World War.
Thanks has to go our helpers Mrs Harris, Mrs McNeill, Mrs Moyes and Mrs Thorn who braved
the wind and rain to accompany us on our trip...thank you!
Laura, Milly and Ruby, 7 Junior

Christmas Book Fair
Books will be available to be purchased from 3.00 - 4.15 on Thursday 29th November.
Mrs P. Twigg

Food Technology
The I Senior and II Senior girls have had a really successful week in Food Technology
classes. Excited to make bread but realising there is just not enough time to allow for fresh
yeast bread to rise, we discovered a delicious recipe for soda bread. We found the acid in the
buttermilk reacts with the bicarbonate of soda creating a quick rise to the bread so it was the
perfect recipe for completion within our time frame. The use of the buttermilk also gives a
creamy flavour and given it only takes ten minutes to prepare and a further 30 minutes in the
oven, we believe we have a perfect bread to rustle up this coming weekend!
The girls were so confident in their bakes this week they have all decided they would like Mrs
Gregory and myself to award a Star Baker title each week. Supporting one another in this
new role, we are delighted to announce so far this week Weronika, Tiana and Adanna are our
Star Bakers!

Here's the recipe for those who would like to try it:
Ingredients
250g plain white flour
1 teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda
1/2 fine sea salt
About 250ml buttermilk
Handful of pumpkin and sesame seeds for topping
Method
Heat the oven to 200 degree C. Mix the flour, bicarbonate of soda and salt together in a large
mixing bowl. Make a well in the centre and gradually pour in the buttermilk mixing together
using a metal spoon until you have a sticky dough. Tip the dough out onto a floured surface
and knead lightly for a minute and then form into a round. It is important to work quickly, as
once the buttermilk is added it begins to react with the bocarbonate of soda. Pop the round
onto a floured baking tray and using a sharp, serrated knife, cut a cross in the dough. Slightly
pull the cross apart and brush the top with a little leftover buttermilk and sprinkle your seed
mixture over. Bake for 30 minutes or until the bread is golden brown and sounds hollow when
tapped on the base. Leave to cool on a wire rack. Eat on the day of baking - or toast it the
next day.
Mrs V. Gerbrandy

Food Technology (continued)

PE News
Athletics
Although it does seem strange writing about athletics at this time of year, we congratulate
Sophie in III Senior who won the Under 15 girls merit cup, the Under 15 girls club
championship and if that was not enough set a new club record for the shot put at Aberdeen
Athletics’ Club annual awards last Friday.
Hockey
Girls from 5J upwards have been busy playing hockey with a variety of success against
local and visiting teams. We are all looking forward to our Christmas festival on Saturday 5
December at Summerhill from 10am till 11.30am. We start with a Christmas themed fancy
dress competition then play some fun games and finish with some tasty treats. Some
parents are even keen to challenge their daughter so if you feel like playing then join in the
fun!
Sports Committee
Class representatives from 5J upwards met with myself to discuss future plans for sport and
PE at St Margaret’s. This forum has been created to allow pupil voice in the decision making
process. Although requests cannot always be met reasons why not are always explained.
Girls can suggest new ideas at any time and are very welcome to tell PE staff without
waiting for a termly meeting.
Swimming
Six girls (Anna McNeill, Chloe McLean, Laura Duringer, Emma Murray and Anna
MacCulloch) attended the Scottish Schools Swim trials yesterday at the Aquatics centre. We
hold the senior swimming gala on Thursday 13 December – please encourage your
daughter to enter. All points contribute to the house trophy.
Mrs K. Norval

PTA Festive Event
Please do come along to the Festive Family Event to be held on Friday 7th December, at
6.30pm in the School Hall – see flyer on the following page.
The highlight of the event is the annual hamper raffle draw. Raffle tickets have been sent
home with each pupil. Please note that tickets for the event can be purchased from the school
office, and can be paid for via bank transfer, cash or cheque.
Event tickets cost £3 each or £10 for a Family Ticket which entitles the bearer to admittance of
four (any combination of adults and children and additional single tickets can be purchased for
additional family member/s as required).
There are wonderful prizes to be won in the raffle, and the event is a wonderful way to
celebrate the festive season with family, friends and the rest of the St Margaret’s community.
Ms K. Schmitz

African Children’s Choir
Come join the African Children’s Choir as they perform in our community during their UK
tour! The Choir will be live in concert at Gilcomston Church on Friday 14 December at 7pm.
Experience a performance that shows the beauty, dignity and unlimited potential of each
African child!
The African Children’s Choir melts the hearts of audiences with their charming smiles,
beautiful voices and lively African songs and dances. The “Just As I Am” tour combines
traditional hymns with African cultural sounds and a stunning visual story of God’s
faithfulness. In spite of the tragedy that has marred their young lives, the children are radiant
with hope, musically gifted and always wonderfully entertaining.
A free-will offering will be taken during the Choir’s concert to help support Music for Life
programmes, including the continued education of the children you’ll see in concert. Music for
Life, the official fundraising charity of The African Children’s Choir, work in seven African
countries and have educated over 52,000 children as well as impacting the lives of over
100,000 people through its relief and development programmes. By focusing on providing
education, Music for Life’s purpose is to help Africa’s most vulnerable children today, so they
can help Africa tomorrow - and you can be a part of it!
To book your tickets today, go to https://bit.ly/2Nm3r0s
Don’t miss out on this uniquely immersive worship experience through song, dance and video
story-telling!
You can follow the African Children’s Choir on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to discover
more!
www.africanchildrenschoir.org.uk

