From the Head
Please do come along to the Festive Family Quiz to be held on
Friday 7th December, at 6.30pm in the School Hall – see flyer on
Page 3 of the newsletter.
The highlight of the event is the annual hamper raffle draw. Raffle
tickets have been sent home with each pupil. Please note that
tickets for the event can be purchased from the school office, and
can be paid for via bank transfer, cash or cheque.

Weekly News
30th November 2018

Event tickets cost £3 each or £10 for a Family Ticket which entitles
the bearer to admittance of four (any combination of adults and
children and additional single tickets can be purchased for
additional family member/s as required).
There are wonderful prizes to be won in the raffle, and the event is a
lovely way to celebrate the festive season with family, friends and
the rest of the St Margaret’s community. I look forward to seeing
you there.

Youth Philanthropy Initiative
III Senior pupils have been involved in the Youth and Philanthropy
Initiative this term. The girls are working in teams to represent a
charity which they believe addresses a particular need in the
community and which they feel is worthy of their support.
All of the teams have completed their visits to their chosen charities
and are currently working on their presentation, which will take
place on Wednesday 5th December at 7pm in the school hall. The
judges will be Lady Helen Wood, Professor Margaret Ross (Chair of
Council), and Ansu Saji, our Head Girl.
The first prize of £2500 will be donated by the Wood Family Trust
who are involved in YPI throughout Scotland. The girls themselves
have raised an additional £500 to put towards this first prize.
The chosen charities are: Silver City Surfers, Friends of the
Neonatal Unit, Grampian Women’s Aid, VSA, Charlie House and
Inspire.
In previous years we have been lucky to receive additional
sponsorship in order that the other groups may make donations to
their chosen charities. If you are aware of an individual or a
company who would be willing to provide this sponsorship, we
would be delighted to hear from you.
Mrs J. Slater

PTA News
Hello there! Well we can hardly believe there are only a few weeks to go until Christmas,
and what a busy year it has been! The PTA heads towards 2019 with some new faces on
the committee. Long-serving and dedicated Chairwoman Mhairi Miller stood down from the
post in October, making way for her Vice-Chair Tracey Almeida who has now stepped up to
chair the committee.
Supporting Tracey as ‘Vice’ is Sally McDonald. Jenny Ironside remains as secretary but has
taken a leave of absence from the role for personal reasons. It is being jointly filled in the
meantime by Sally and fellow committee member Caroline Buchan. Kirstin Bradley remains
as treasurer.
FUN LOVIN’ FUND-RAISING
We couldn’t wait to get started raising lots of cash to bankroll those important little ‘extras’
that will make our girls’ time at school even more special!
We’re already putting the final touches to our FESTIVE FAMILY QUIZ on December 7 th in
the school hall (6pm for 6.30pm) – look out for the posters. We’ll have a Christmas Tree,
Tombola, refreshments, and a fantastic selection of luxury hampers to be raffled. Don’t forget to buy your raffle tickets (which may be lurking in your daughter’s school bag/locker/
pigeon hole!)
And we’re appealing for tombola donations – so if you have any bottles you can contribute
(from bubble bath, to soft and alcoholic drinks) please do drop them off at the school office
no later than the day before the event.
It promises to be just the right Ho Ho Ho to get you and yours in the mood for Christmas, so
don’t forget to buy admission tickets in advance (£3 each or £10 for a family – max of four)
available from the school office or a direct payment to the PTA a/c 80-05-14 00292156.
See you there!
AND DOING IT THE ‘EASY’ WAY……
We’re also giving you a chance to shop for Christmas (and the rest of the year) without leaving your armchair while at the same time raising cash for your daughters.
All you have to do is go to the easyfundraising website, sign up and start shopping. Some of
the participating retailers are John Lewis, Argos, Amazon, Marks & Spencer, Waterstones &
many, many more.
The stores make a donation to the PTA to say thank you for shopping with them and they’ll
even mail you to tell you when your ‘cause’ has been made. No catches, no hidden charges
and St Margaret's School for Girls PTA - Aberdeen will be really grateful for your donations.
All you have to do is:
1. Go to http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmsgpta
2. Sign up for free
3. Get shopping and start raising cash
FINALLY, GET YOUR FINGERS ON THE PTA PULSE
Stay in touch with us – we have a lot planned for 2019. We’re coming up with a string of
exciting initiatives and events all aimed at giving our girls and their mums and dads a great
time while supporting the school we all love.
To keep in touch with what’s happening log into our new-look, all singing and dancing Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St-Margarets-School-For-Girls-PTA2292656274140029/
Let’s face it, you’ve got nothing to lose!

PE News
Basketball
Over the last two weeks we had the junior (IS-IIIS) and senior (IVS-VIS) teams play
basketball matches against Aberdeen Grammar School. It was great fun with lots of small
games being played with some excellent results.
Cross-country
Last Tuesday the 5-7 Junior pupils competed in their annual cross-country championship
race just before they started their swimming block. Since August the girls have been regularly
training to improve their running. Everyone gains points for their house and this year
Kildrummy have gained the most so far. Individual results are as follows:

Gold
Silver
Bronze

5J

6J

Emilie Parkinson
Freya Campbell
Charlotte Holroyd

Jessica Gunn
Grace Scott
Alex Maclean and
Erin Strathie

7J

Anna McNeill
Olivia Fraser
Ruby Kollek

Hockey
The senior hockey team played Dunfermline High School on Tuesday in the second round of
the Aspire Cup. We won 10-0 and now wait to see who we face in the next round.

Coping Skills for Kids
Parents might find the information at the following link a very helpful resource for techniques
to help children cope with stress, anxiety and anger:
https://copingskillsforkids.com/

I Senior Art Club
For the last few weeks, the I Senior Art Club has been experimenting with drawing styles,
painting techniques and texture. We began by drawing different facial features to improve
portrait-drawing skills. The girls then enjoyed combining the skills they had learned from
drawing individual features by drawing faces. The following week they learned how to be
more experimental when applying paint with colour. They combined a variety of consistencies
of paint with different colours in order to determine the combinations that appealed to them
most. After this, the girls experimented with different media, such as chalk pastel, watercolour
and collage, to create interesting textures and surfaces. The girls particularly enjoyed this as
it allowed them to be completely experimental with their approach to art. Over the next few
weeks, we are going to be working on festive themed crafts such as cards and decorations for
which the girls are very excited about!
Holly Highton and Megan Wilson, VI Senior

Charities News
Keep your diaries free for Friday 7th December for...St Margaret’s Got Talent! IIA will be
raising money for Home-Start Aberdeen. Home-Start Aberdeen aims to prevent family crisis
and breakdown in vulnerable, struggling families with young children. IIA will be hosting a
lunchtime talent show in the school hall and pupils are invited to come at watch at the cost of
£1. Additional money can be brought if the girls wish to purchase popcorn and treats which
will be on sale. All proceeds will go to the charity.
Mrs S. Stirton

Panto Time!
It’s that time of the year again, when pantomime season is almost upon us. This year our very
own Tiana in I Senior will be playing the part of Tigerlily in the Attic Theatre’s production of
Peter Pan. Tiana will be one of two Tigerlilies sharing the role, and Tiana will be in the
following performances: 8th and 9th December (matinee); 12th. 14th, 15th, 18th, 20th and
22nd
December
(evening
performances).
Tickets
can
be
bought
at
www.aberdeenperformingarts.com/whats-on/family/peter-pan/1346
Ms K. Schmitz

3 Junior - Scotland is Great (and so is learning outside the
classroom!)
This week our topic took us out onto the streets of Aberdeen. On Monday we walked around
the local area collecting data on land use, for example, offices, living accommodation, medical
centres and cafes. We kept a tally chart and used the rhyme ‘1, 2, 3, 4 number 5 shuts the
door’ to keep our tally marks in sets of 5. We then came back to school to add up our tally
marks. Next, we will use Education City to create bar graphs.
We decided this was great maths and we’d love to do maths outside again.
‘I liked doing the tally charts in the fresh air.’ – Ava
‘It was good looking and seeing the things that are around the school.’ – Penny
‘We did exercise, maths and topic all at the same time!’ – Emily G

We went out again on Tuesday. This time we visited Slaters Menswear Store to look at their
Highland wear. We were very surprised how heavy the kilts were. They had lots of different
sporrans too; one was made from rabbit fur! Did you know Sgian Dubh is Gaelic for ‘small
black knife’? The best part was looking at all of the tartan designs. We all had a different
favourite.
‘Do we have to leave and go back to school?’ asked all of 3 Junior!
Mrs E. Gibb

Junior School Conservation Club
The Junior School Conservation Club now has its very own logo, designed by Momina Fareed
and digitalised by Irina Bespalov, our art technician. The logo was shown to some of the club
members today and was met with great enthusiasm. It captures the spirit of the club and its
objectives to make our world a better and cleaner place to live, starting in our own backyard.
The logo will be used for all club matters and will go on display later in the week in the Junior
School.
The unveiling of the new logo follows on from a very successful meeting last week with Mr
Mountain, our Bursar, who outlined some of the energy saving measures the school has
already put in place and other initiatives which are being trialled, including a new, quieter hand
dryer in one of the senior school bathrooms. A group of girls from the club also met with Mark,
our chef, to discuss ways in which the kitchen could adopt new ideas to support sustainability.
Key points from both of these meetings will be shared with the school at a later date.
Mrs G. Wyatt

6 Junior - Charity Visit
On Friday morning Susan Cheyne, from Instant Neighbour, came in to speak to 6 Junior about
the work of this Aberdeen based charity. During its 30 years Instant Neighbour has helped
families and individuals who are on low incomes and have found themselves in need of
support. The charity runs one of the 27 food banks in the city, collects and re-sells furniture
and household items and provides advice and volunteering opportunities for individuals who
are trying to cope in difficult circumstances or trying to get back in to permanent housing and
ultimately employment
Having spoken to the girls and answered their many and varied questions, Susan suggested
that the best way in which 6 Junior could help this Christmas, and in to the New Year, was to
make a contribution to the charity’s food bank. In this way the class will be able to make a
difference to many people’s lives this year.

Having decided on what was most needed, the girls, with the help of Rishiga, the class charity
rep. decided on their 2018 charity appeal - ‘Helping Hands’
As from this week, the girls will be exchanging good deeds for food.
How will this work?
Through our ‘Helping Hands’ project, each girl will be given 4 different coloured hands. Over
the next four weeks the girls will be expected to undertake a kind deed at home for family or
friends. Once their deed has been signed off by a family member the girls can earn an item of
food from home to add to our Christmas collection.
As the hands are returned to school, they will form four Christmas trees, each one a different
colour to represent the types of food the girls bring in. As each tree is complete we will place a
star on the top.
Each weekly good deed will earn the girls a different type of food.
Week one (green) - complete tinned/packet meal
Week two (red) - a tinned vegetable
Week three (silver) - tinned fruit/dessert
Week four (gold) - a selection box or sweet treat
Together we aim to collect 100 items by the end of term.
Mrs G. Wyatt

African Children’s Choir
Come join the African Children’s Choir as they perform in our community during their UK
tour! The Choir will be live in concert at Gilcomston Church on Friday 14 December at 7pm.
Experience a performance that shows the beauty, dignity and unlimited potential of each
African child!
The African Children’s Choir melts the hearts of audiences with their charming smiles,
beautiful voices and lively African songs and dances. The “Just As I Am” tour combines
traditional hymns with African cultural sounds and a stunning visual story of God’s
faithfulness. In spite of the tragedy that has marred their young lives, the children are radiant
with hope, musically gifted and always wonderfully entertaining.
A free-will offering will be taken during the Choir’s concert to help support Music for Life
programmes, including the continued education of the children you’ll see in concert. Music for
Life, the official fundraising charity of The African Children’s Choir, work in seven African
countries and have educated over 52,000 children as well as impacting the lives of over
100,000 people through its relief and development programmes. By focusing on providing
education, Music for Life’s purpose is to help Africa’s most vulnerable children today, so they
can help Africa tomorrow - and you can be a part of it!
To book your tickets today, go to https://bit.ly/2Nm3r0s
Don’t miss out on this uniquely immersive worship experience through song, dance and video
story-telling!
You can follow the African Children’s Choir on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to discover
more!
www.africanchildrenschoir.org.uk

