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The first seven days of the new session have sped by and we have
enjoyed welcoming both returning and new families to the learning
community which is St Margaret’s. As staff we benefited from three
days of in-service before our pupils returned and topics as diverse
as digital resources, high-performance learning and first aid were all
on the agenda. Before term started, our VI Senior girls kicked off
their final year at school with a day-long conference at The
Marcliffe, at the end of which they were buzzing with ideas and keen
to get started on the year ahead.

This week has seen the start of extra-curricular activities, a whole
school photo and three parents’ information evenings. I do hope that
our junior and I Senior parents now feel more informed about their
daughters’ routines and learning opportunities. We look forward to
chatting with new parents at the forthcoming coffee morning and
afternoon teas to which they have been invited. As ever, if any
parent has any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to be in
touch with the school office who will direct the enquiry to the
appropriate member of staff.
This first edition of the Weekly News is a round-up of some of our
holiday activities as well the early events of the term. This weekend
our hockey teams have their first matches of the season and we
wish them every success as they compete against Kilgraston
tomorrow!

PTA AGM
All parents are warmly invited to attend the Annual General Meeting
of the St Margaret’s Parent Teacher Association on Monday 10th
September at 6:30pm in the school hall. Do come along to hear
about the work of this invaluable part of the school community and
how you could be involved.

Head Girl Team
Hi everyone! I joined St Margaret’s in I Senior and have been at the school for 5 years now.
This year I am studying Advanced Higher Biology, Chemistry and Maths as I’m aspiring to
study medicine at university. Outside the classroom, I like taking part in Debating, Model
United Nations, Basketball and Chamber Choir. As Debating Vice-president, I enjoy
participating in inter-school debates as well as leading Senior Debating Club. This has given
me an opportunity to motivate juniors and to make friends from different year groups. Model
UN has allowed me to enhance my general knowledge by debating various topics (such as
palliative care, space debris or organ donation) at conferences. As a committed member of
our basketball club, I have learned the importance of teamwork through this sport and have
enjoyed taking part in friendlies against local schools. As Head Girl, I’m looking forward to
working with the Head Girl Team and School Prefects. I want all the girls in the school to know
that we are here to represent you and so, we value your opinions and concerns. Please do
not hesitate to talk to us anytime throughout the year. My top tip this year for you all is to
always give of your best in everything you do; in your subjects, hobbies and the way you treat
others.
Ansu

Head Girl Team
Hello, my name is Eilidh, and I am Deputy Head Girl this year. I have been at St Margaret’s
for 13 years. In my final year I will be studying Advanced Higher Economics, Maths and
Chemistry and I hope to study Economics at university when I leave school next year.
Outside the classroom I am involved in many sports, especially hockey. As hockey captain I
would encourage everyone to get involved; it is a super sport and a great way to meet
people, as well as being involved in a team. If I had one top tip to give to the girls at St
Margaret’s I would say to push yourself outside your comfort zone, as you may surprise
yourself with what you can achieve. Recently many of us went on an expedition to Namibia,
Botswana and Zimbabwe and one of the highlights was experiencing things we never thought
we would be able to do; often we could do them and ended up finding many new strengths.
Eilidh

Head Girl Team
I have attended St Margaret’s since nursery and therefore have seen countless head girl
teams set a good example for the rest of the school. Having basically grown up in the
school’s friendly granite walls I always knew that I wanted to be a part of the team and
being a senior prefect is such a fantastic opportunity to contribute to the school community.
Usually you will find me in the modern languages department as I think my real strengths lie
there. This year I am taking AH French and German and Higher Philosophy. Outside of the
classroom I am heavily involved in both Model United Nations and Debating Club and last
year I was one of the coaches of Junior Debating Club. I really enjoy public speaking as it is
a valuable skill for the future and this year I was thrilled to achieve Grade 8 in Speech and
Drama out of school. The clubs offered at St Margaret’s have been an important factor in
my development, both socially and academically, and therefore this year I would encourage
any girl to try something new! Having spent the summer on the school’s Africa expedition I
am looking forward to the busy year ahead, which I’m sure will be full of everlasting
memories.
Elise

Head Girl Team
Hi I’m Mia Squire and I’m a senior prefect for this session. This year I will be studying
Advanced Higher History, Drama and English. I am very interested in drama and am involved
in both the junior show club, where I have volunteered for the past three years, and the
senior show. I also play netball and I am a member of the school netball team. I am very
excited to be a member of the head girl team this year. My tip for the year ahead would be
don’t be afraid to ask questions because the school is here to support you.
Mia

Head Girl Team
Hi, I’m Sarah Mackay and I’m one of the four senior prefects this session. For my sixth year
I’m studying Advanced Higher Chemistry, Biology and Statistics and hope to study medicine
next year at university. I’m heavily involved in debating at St Margaret’s and have the
pleasure of being the debating president for this year. I would encourage all girls to take part
in activities outside the classroom especially debating to improve their confidence.
Throughout the years debating has helped me to improve my public speaking skills and
become more comfortable speaking in front of people I don’t know. My top tip for the girls
this year is to try to speak to girls in other years both younger and older, because you might
surprise yourself and make some new friends.
Sarah

Head Girl Team
Hello, I’m Amy Buchan, I am one of the four senior prefects for session 2018 – 2019 and I
have been studying at St Margaret’s since first year. This year I am taking Advanced Higher
English, History and Maths and I hope to go on to study English and History at University
next year. Throughout my time at St Margaret’s I have been heavily involved in the music
department as I play three different instruments and this has meant that I have been
involved in many different musical groups such as Concert Band, Ceilidh Band and a Wind
Quintet. Being involved in music is a great thing because it has allowed me to become more
confident and has meant that I have spoken to different people in different year groups who I
may not have spoken to otherwise and has meant that I have become close friends with
them. My top tip for the pupils at St Margaret’s is to make the most of the opportunities that
the school offers as we are very fortunate and may not realise this. By joining lots of different
clubs it allows you to make the most of these opportunities and it means that you can end up
speaking to pupils from different year groups and becoming good friends with them, which
makes you feel even more a part of the St Margaret’s family.
Amy

VI Senior Conference
As the summer holidays drew to a close and the first day of term was looming, the new VI
Senior girls gathered at the Marcliffe Hotel for a day of inspirational presentations and team
building activities.
The VI Senior conference conference opened with a very passionate talk from Carolyn
Maniukeiwicz and it was fantastic to learn about her life and career. A highlight of her
presentation was when she asked us to split ourselves into groups depending on how we
answered personality questions. Her description of the groups was so spot on it was as if
she had been watching the dynamic of our year group since I Senior!
Following this talk we took part in a ‘Circus Skills Workshop’. Although perhaps a role in the
circus is not the traditional career path for a St Margaret’s girl, the workshop was a fun and
slightly hysterical experience; we learned all sorts of tricks from spinning plates to juggling.
A delicious lunch was well deserved for the new prospective recruits of the Cirque du Soleil
and after a meal full of laughter and chat, we returned to the conference room for the
afternoon’s events.
The next section of the conference opened with a very animated presentation from Elaine
Duthie, a chartered structural engineer and impressive entrepreneur. Elaine gave wonderful
advice about investing in our futures whether that be in education, property or even designer
handbags! It was great to hear about how she worked her way up the ranks to become a
successful professional in her industry, but also maintained her other interests along the
way.
Our third and final speaker was from Sheryl Newman, company director of Appetite for
Business whose reassuring words of wisdom taught us that life has a way of working out.
Interestingly her university degree has nothing to do with her current role, proving how everchanging the workplace is. At our age and stage, Sheryl had no idea what she wanted to be,
but she knew that whatever she did she would give 100% to. She emphasised the
importance of allowing life to happen and being prepared to alter the course. She also
spoke about how important it is to have focus and determination, but to be careful not to
miss the wonderful sites on life’s journey.
A favourite event for many of us was creating dream boards with Tess Day. Her motivational
advice was incredibly reassuring as we face this busy year ahead. The colourful dream
boards, which now adorn the Sixth Year Flat, were made using cut-outs of images and
words that were in some way representative of us.
We were joined by members of the Senior Leadership Team for a formal dinner in the
evening, which was the perfect end to a perfect day. The conference was certainly a great
way to start our final year at St Margaret’s and one that we will remember for a long time to
come. Overall the day was a resounding success with the added advantage of enabling us
to bond as one form class and we are grateful to Mrs Goodwin and Ms Brown for the
organisation of the day.
Elise Corry

VI Senior Conference (continued)

Head Girls’ Conference
On 25th August St Margaret’s hosted the annual Head Girl conference. Head girl teams from
all girls’ schools across Scotland enjoyed a series of inspirational speeches, workshops and
discussions in order to enhance our understanding of the type of challenges we would
experience in the year ahead. The day began with a reception where we had time to get to
know the other girls and discuss our various roles we would have to undertake this year. We
then had a talk on leadership from Professor Elizabeth Gammie, Head of the Business School
at RGU. She provided interesting insight on the qualities required to be a successful leader,
and personal experience on how she made RGU the leading business school in Scotland. It
was incredibly inspiring to hear such a successful woman talking about her struggles in
leadership and sharing invaluable tips which will come in useful taking on a role of
responsibility this year.

After this we had a workshop with the St Margaret’s Head Girl team 2017-18 who spoke to us
about the responsibilities they took on as members of the head girl team and spoke us
through the concerns we had. This was very useful as it allowed us to speak to girls who had
been in the same situation as us, and were therefore able to give us specific advice on the
things we should be aware of as a team. This session was also important as it allowed us to
speak to the head girl teams from other schools about our worries, and give each other our
own insight.
After lunch we began a workshop ran by Mrs Lynch about trouble shooting where we had to
discuss various scenarios which we are likely to experience as members of the team, and
speak them through with our groups, which allowed us to get a different perspective on
situations and work through otherwise difficult problems. Finally, we ended the day with a
workshop with Mrs Goodwin about public speaking, where she aimed to improve our
confidence in our ability. As public speaking was a huge concern for many of us, this was very
useful and allowed us to walk away with all the tools for writing and performing an important
speech.
Overall, the day was very useful for all of us. It was great to meet so many girls in the same
position as us and share ideas and concerns on the year ahead. Furthermore the workshops
and speeches gave invaluable information on leadership, dealing with difficult situations, and
public speaking which will be crucial for the year ahead. I would like to thank everyone
involved in organising the conference for such a fun and useful day. We hope we can take on
board some of the advice given whilst progressing with our positions in the year ahead.
Here are some things that the girls learnt and took away from Saturday’s conference:
“Public speaking is not as difficult as I thought. You need to be confident and be aware of
several key things which help you to get the audience’s attention.”

“I have learned to be less afraid to speak out in an unfamiliar group and situations.”
“I learnt how to deal with certain difficult circumstances that might arise. I met lots of people
who can help me with being in the Head Girl team.”
“As much as you want to be, you can never be perfect, so don’t worry if you make mistakes.”
“Confidence really shows and people are much more likely to follow somebody they trust and
are inspired by.”
Mia Squire

Head Girls’ Conference (continued)

Head Girls’ Conference (continued)

Women in Engineering Conference
More than 40 girls from throughout the UK took part in Aberdeen’s first residential Women
in Engineering Conference, which aimed to show them that future career opportunities are
‘endless’ in the areas of science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM).
St Margaret’s School for Girls and the University of Aberdeen, sponsored and supported by
oil and gas operator Chevron, joined forces to hold the national residential event, which ran
from 30th July - 1st August 2018.
The successful applicants, all aged 15-17 years old, took part in a highly interactive
programme with hands-on activities, engineering-based tasks, team challenges and speed
mentoring sessions with female engineers.

Time was spent at Chevron’s Aberdeen offices, where the girls had the opportunity to quiz
female engineers working in the oil and gas industry, take part in a live link-up with an
offshore installation and participate in a mini exercise in the emergency operations room. A
full evening programme was planned, allowing attendees a taste of life in a hall of
residence, a chance to experience the many sporting facilities on offer and university life in
general.
The idea for the conference was borne from two hugely successful one-day Women in
Engineering events, which the school held in partnership with the University’s Department
of Engineering in both 2016 and 2017. Over the past couple of years, St Margaret’s has
been working with the University to try to break down some of the barriers which prevent
girls from considering a career in engineering, so we were very encouraged and delighted
when we had so many applications, both locally and from throughout the UK.

As the only girls’ school in Aberdeen, we have long been committed to eradicating gender
stereotype around subject and career choice. Our intention is that we will not only redress
any misconceptions about the engineering industry, but that we will inspire the next
generation of female engineers. Having face-to-face contact with female engineers should
certainly help to do just that.
Greta Lydecker, Managing Director, Chevron Upstream Europe, said: “Chevron is a keen
sponsor of STEM education activities both here in Aberdeen and worldwide, and I am
delighted that we have the opportunity to demonstrate to these young women how relevant
engineering is in the work place”.
Professor Ana Ivanovic of the University of Aberdeen said: “I believe that the next
generation of female engineers has an important role to play in using their creative and
team-working skills to change perceptions of the industry.”
Miss A. Tomlinson

Women in Engineering Conference (continued)

Women in Engineering Conference (continued)

I Senior Antarctica Challenge 2018
What is your Antarctica?
Regular readers of the weekly news may remember that in March we were thrilled to
welcome to St Margaret’s two members of the first all-women team to cross Antarctica on
foot. As a follow-up to the inspirational achievements of these women, I set our first year
girls their own Antarctica Challenge which they were to complete by the end of the summer
term. The challenge comprised four parts:





to learn a new skill or undertake a physical challenge;
to teach someone else something;
to do something kind and helpful at home;
to do something kind and helpful for people in school.

The girls were asked to complete a reflective diary to demonstrate their sustained
involvement in each of these activities including the benefits to themselves and others. In
the final week of term, we held an Antarctica Awards ceremony after which girls spoke from
the lectern about their experiences, and I was delighted to present individuals with a
specially designed and produced badge. You can enjoy reading about the girls’ thoughts on
the challenge on the following page.
Miss A. Tomlinson

I Senior Antarctica Challenge Awards 2018 (continued)
“My challenge was to do a back-hand-spring by myself on a trampoline first and then on the
ground. I had Lucy to help me do this challenge and she encouraged me to persevere until
the end. This made me very proud as I now know that if I try hard enough I can achieve my
goals. Lucy helped me by being encouraging me and supporting my back so that I felt safe
and more comfortable in trying the spring. I chose this challenge because I wanted to push
myself and I believed that I could do it. I was glad to accomplish this goal and I was very
grateful towards Lucy for helping me. I enjoyed every part of the challenge - even the difficult
parts - because I overcame it and kept going. I think if you find a challenge that you enjoy
doing It makes it all that much better.” - Aimee
“I decided to teach my friends Arabic, since it might be useful if they live abroad or go on
holiday. I really enjoyed teaching it because we had fun when pronouncing the words. I think
they also enjoyed learning this language and they benefitted from it, too.” - Eisha
“When I had to think of a challenge I immediately thought of the Word Wizard competition. It
consisted of three stages and it really broadened my knowledge of French, as I learnt new
vocabulary and French word symbols that I didn’t know before. I didn’t come 1st place in the
final (although I was in the top three!), I am happy to say that I took many valuable things
away from the experience. This challenge improved my French spelling, as well as
improving my pronunciation. It was educational, interesting and although difficult, it was fun! I
would recommend this type of challenge as it teaches good skills. I would like to try it in
different languages, perhaps Spanish.” - Folami
“For the challenge I went to my local Brownies. I chose this because I loved going to
Brownies when I was little and I wanted to give something back to the people that run it. I
demonstrated to the girls different games and I helped them out when they gave it a go. It
was also my responsibility to tidy up and help hand out juice and snacks. I also taught the
girls different songs for part of a session when we had a teddy bears picnic! The girls got to
bring their own bears to the picnic and they were very excited! I was really pleased that I was
able to make the girls happy and give something back to my community.” - Ellen
“After competing in the Garioch 2K run for my football team, I decided to do another race.
Next year I will be too old to do the 2K so I will have to do the 5K, so I chose to do the Race
for Life with the St Margaret’s team. The new skill I hoped to achieve was completing my first
5K race. The challenging part was trying to improve my time. My mum and I worked really
hard to improve our times. The first time I did a 5K my time was 35 minutes and 48
seconds. At the Race For Life I did it in 25 minutes and 10 seconds. This is definitely
something I want to continue to develop along with competing in more races.” - Bethan

Biology Olympiad Award
During the summer, Iona Thomas-Wright travelled to London to attend the awards ceremony
for the Biology Olympiad with Head of Biology, Mrs Miller, at the Institute of Engineering and
Technology.
As well as Iona receiving her certificate in acknowledgement of her gold medal, Iona had to
return to the stage with Mrs Miller for the surprise presentation of St Margaret's being
recognised as the British Biology Olympiad Top School in Scotland, which was a very proud
moment for Iona, her family and St Margaret’s. Iona is now preparing to begin her first year at
Cambridge University studying Natural Sciences. The certificate is now proudly displayed
near biology in the school’s science block.
Ms K. Schmitz

Music Department News

Congratulations to Lisa Abraham, our Head Girl from 2017-2018. During July Lisa took her
advanced diploma of the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music on the violin, and
passed with a distinction.
This will be no surprise to those who heard her play Beethoven's Romance for Violin and
Orchestra so beautifully on Speech Day. Lisa, who now has letters after her name and is
qualified as a violin teacher, was also co-leader of the Grampian Youth Orchestra for their
summer concert, and over the years has been a regular member of the National Youth
Orchestra of Scotland. Having done exceptionally well in her summer exams, she is now off to
the University of Edinburgh to read medicine.
Congratulations are also due to Iona Baillie, who left St Margaret's in 2016; she also has
passed her Advanced ABRSM diploma this summer on the flute.
Mr P. Parfitt

Music Department Concert Tour to Prague 2019
There is still time to sign up for the Music Department concert tour to Prague. This trip
departs on Sunday 16th June, 2019, and returns on Friday 21st June and is open to
senior school girls.
During this time we will be giving four concerts in various locations, spending a day with
the students and staff at the British School in Prague, and taking in the local sights and
culture. The girls will be accommodated in en-suite rooms of 3 – 5 beds and we will have
the use of a coach during our time there, and also the services of a full time English
speaking tour guide and courier.

So far we have 37 girls signed up for this, and the trip promises to be just as successful
as recent trips to Krakòw, Budapest, Berlin and Vienna.
The cost is £995, and this includes all transportation, entrance fees, full-board accommodation, excess baggage charges for musical instruments and insurance. The only additional cost is pocket money.
Please ask Mr Parfitt for further details, including ways of paying for this trip in instalments.
p.parfitt@st-margaret.aberdeen.sch.uk

Barcelona Hockey Trip 2019
Mrs Jennings and I are taking a hockey trip of senior school girls to Atlètic Terrassa,
Barcelona week beginning 17th June 2019. The cost will be approximately £950.00 which
includes flights, transport and four nights full board in the 4* Hotel Ciudad de Castelldefels.
The girls will receive four coaching sessions from professional coaches, two matches
against local Spanish opposition as well as sightseeing around Barcelona with a visit to the
Camp Nou Stadium on the last day. This will be an excellent opportunity for your daughter to
improve and develop her hockey skills. The trip is being organised through Inspire Sport who
have just become an official partner of Scottish Hockey. I have twenty girls signed up and
this week several more girls have asked if they may join the trip. I require an additional ten
girls in order to increase the trip size at this stage. If your daughter is interested then please
email me on k.norval@st-margaret.aberdeen.sch.uk.

Mrs K. Norval

PE News
I hope everyone had a lovely holiday. All the clubs will be underway in the next few weeks
so hopefully your daughter will enjoy participating in at least one this term. We are
delighted to offer karate as a new activity this session under the guidance of Brian Bothwell
from GNKA Karate Association.
Congratulations go to Sawsan Basha on achieving her black belt in Tae Kwando after five
years of training. We also congratulate our horse-riding team who competed once again at
the Just for Schools showjumping finals in Stoneleigh, England. We are delighted to share
with you the news that they won the 1.10m class for the second year in a row.
If there are any PE questions, any news to share or you would like to join the horse-riding
team then please email myself on k.norval@st-margaret.aberdeen.sch.uk
We wish Laura in I Senior good luck this weekend. She is one of over 80 young
pentathletes who have been selected to compete in Laser Run at the 2018 School Games
National Finals – a national multi-sport event for the UK’s most talented school-age
athletes taking place at Loughborough University. Laser Run is the exhilarating finale to the
Olympic sport of Modern Pentathlon, with athletes required to alternate between shooting a
laser pistol and running in a race to the finish line. The event is one of the new School
Games sports, included for the first time in 2018. Split across two days Laser Run will hope
to both inspire and give experience to the next generation of internationalists, who can
follow in the footsteps of the likes of Samantha Murray who won modern pentathlon silver
at the London 2012 Olympics. This last phase of the Olympic Sport has been adapted to
form a stand-alone event suitable for all ages, levels and abilities, with no previous
experience needed. Laser Run offers a fantastic entry point to multi-sports and tests
multiple characteristics with the challenge of having stamina and speed for the run, along
with focus and composure for the shoot.

Horse-riding
Congratulations go to Charley and Natasha Hamilton (V and III Senior respectively) and
Jessica Fox in V Senior who competed in the Just for Schools jumping competition.
Charley was 2nd in the 90cm event, and Natasha came 6th in the 1m event, with the team
coming 4th overall. Charley was crowned champion in 1.10m for the second year running
and Natasha was 9th, with the team also bringing home the national win! Huge
congratulations to the girls.
Mrs K. Norval

Holiday Club - Summer 2018
Everyone had a fantastic time at the summer holiday club and the weather was extremely
good to us. The children enjoyed a wide variety of activities in the school such as a visit
from a magician, baking, making fruit and vegetable smoothies, making slime, playing
games, crafts and using the paddling pool.
Outings included the Grampian Transport Museum, Easter Anguston Farm, Hazlehead
Park, Aberdeen Science Centre, Stonehaven and Hoodles.
The children were involved in deciding which activities we took part in and they have
already made suggestions for the October club which will run for one week from 22nd
October. Booking forms will be issued for this club soon.

Miss S. Thomson

Holiday Club - Summer 2018 (continued)

Holiday Club - Summer 2018 (continued)

Abseiling fundraiser
I have been involved in Guiding for over a decade, and in recent years I have had
several opportunities to travel internationally, visiting Paris, Finland and Mexico. After an
extensive application process, I have been selected to attend the World Scout
Jamboree in West Virginia, Summer 2019. This is an incredible opportunity and as one
of only ten guides attending from all of Scotland, I’m very honoured to be able to attend.
This is a huge-scale event with more than 40,000 people attending from all around the
world and is arguably the biggest event in the Scout and Guide calendar. It takes place
every 4 years, with the last one being held in Japan in 2015, and the one following West
Virginia will be held in South Korea in 2023. A part of this experience is to fundraise the
costs of this trip, and to help me do this I am taking part in the AECC Northern Lights
Tower Abseil with Scouts Scotland on 6th of October. Any donations would be greatly
appreciated and even a small donation helps me get to America! Thank you in advance
for your support. Please visit:
https://aecc-abseil.everydayhero.com/uk/amy-s-abseil-for-america
Amy, VI Senior

