From the Head

Weekly News
5th October 2018

Last Friday we were pleased to receive the results of our SQA
marking reviews which resulted in some positive upgrades. We
thought the St Margaret’s community would be interested to see the
final statistics.

From the Head (continued)
Earlier in the week, we celebrated the 90th birthday of former headmistress, Miss Marjorie
Bosomworth, with a surprise party. Former pupils and colleagues of Miss Bosomworth joined
what was a very happy occasion for all.

Tomorrow we look forward to welcoming parents to St Margaret’s for our annual PTA
Uniform and Sports Kit Sale from 10:30am until 12 noon, and FPs can look forward to a
reunion and Saturday brunch at the RNUC Club.
Meanwhile we wish our hockey teams success in their matches against Aberdeen Grammar
School and our Silver Duke of Edinburgh girls a safe and enjoyable expedition.
Miss Anna Tomlinson

PTA Quiz Night

Quiz Night
Thursday 11th October 2018
7.00 pm for 7.30pm start
School Hall
Tickets only £12 each including your fish supper!
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
Please join us in the first fundraising event of the new PTA calendar – the annual Quiz Night back with the always popular Ashvale fish and chips! We will also have a cash bar on the
night selling prosecco, wine, beer and soft drinks.
At only £12 a ticket including your supper, what are you waiting for? Get you class parents
together or a group of friends and make up a team of 8 or just come along on the night and
join others from the St Margaret’s community. A great way to meet new people and help us
kick off this year’s fundraising effort!
Over the last 5 years the PTA has donated over £60,000 to the school for a huge variety of
things from an outdoor classroom to a bank of i-pads and laptops. Please come along and
help us kick off another great fundraising year!
This is always a popular event so get your ticket order in asap!
Please complete the form below and return it to the PTA box outside the school office as soon
as possible! You can attach a cheque or pay direct into the bank with your name as a
reference.
Many thanks
Tracey and Sally, Co Chairs
Reply form

Quiz Night

Name
Contact email and telephone number
Seat us with
Number of tickets @ £12
Cheque enclosed for or indicate if paying by bank transfer
– please use your name as reference

Please make cheques payable to St Margaret’s Parents Association
Bank details: Bank of Scotland 80-05-14 Account 00292156

£

PTA Uniform and Sports Kit Sale

Save the date

Second Hand Uniform and Sports
Kit Sale
+

SQA Past papers and revision guides

Saturday 6th October
10:30am-12.00
In the
School Dining Room
For queries email
Gillian Corry dwcorry@aol.com

Picture of the Month

October’s picture of the month is ‘Specimen Drawing’ by Liberty Mountain in III Senior.
Miss I. Andrianova

‘Strictly Funtastic’ - After School Care
The girls have been having lots of fun this week dressing up in sequence clothes and taking
part in Strictly Come Dancing. The judges were there to give their scores and Tango music
accompanied the dancers. If anyone has any other sparkly clothes they would like to donate,
we would be very grateful.
On Friday, there was lot of excitement when the children arrived. There were 6 giant boxes
containing brightly coloured bean bags. Going by the photos, I think they had as much fun
with the boxes as they did with the bean bags. The two turtle bean bags are the most popular
and the girls have given them names! One even got dressed up to take part in Strictly Come
Dancing.
Miss Hélène Limanton has joined the After School Care team and is settling in well. The
children will be very excited to hear that she loves baking and cooking so I am sure lots of
yummy things will be made.
Miss S. Thomson

After School Care (continued)

1 Junior ‘Sense of Sight’
1 Junior girls have been learning about their senses and this week we have focused on the
sense of sight. They looked closely at their eyes in mirrors and labelled the parts. The girls
experimented by looking in a mirror whilst writing and found it tricky as the letters were upside
down. They looked at their reflection in a spoon and noticed that on one side, they were
upside down! They looked at optical illusions and some saw a duck and some saw a rabbit
from the same drawing. They did a blindfold game outside and realised how much they relied
on their sight. They had to trust their partner with the instructions of how to get around the
obstacles.
Mrs J. Garden

What do you see? A duck or a rabbit?

1 Junior Visit from PC Cook
As part of the 1 Junior topic called ‘People Who Help Us’, PC Cook came to visit the class
and talked about what his job is like. The girls were surprised to find that he doesn’t need to
use his handcuffs very often and the last time he used his baton was to break a window in a
car to get out a baby who was locked in on a hot day. He explained to the girls that everyone
makes mistakes and when people do, he helps people by talking to them. The girls were
delighted to try on the different hats and his body armour. They were brave enough to be
‘arrested’ with handcuffs. Luckily he had the special key to let Mrs Garden out of the
handcuffs when she tried them on!
1 Junior

French Story Reading Club
On Thursday 27th September a new lunchtime story reading club started for the 2 to 4
Junior girls. All of our girls love hearing stories and this club has the added advantage of
hearing stories in French, a language the girls are familiar with through their weekly French
lessons. This new club was suggested to us by two of our 4 Junior mums; Ester Rico
Berrocal and Astrid Lotgering Jones, who are delighted to be able to share the French
stories with the girls. This week the girls enjoyed a story about Roro le pompier ( Roro is a
fireman). We are looking forward to many more stories over the coming weeks and would
encourage other 2 to 4 Junior girls to come along and join in the fun. If there are any other
mums who would like to share stories with our girls in other languages we would be
delighted to hear from you.
Mrs N. Murray

6 Junior News
Science
Tuesday morning saw 6 Junior testing out their designs for a non-slip shoe. The girls had
been learning about friction in science and as part of their discovery they undertook a
challenge to design a new running shoe.
Materials: Using a paper template the sole of the shoe could be made of any material as long
as it would prevent the runner from slipping by increasing friction.
The results: Some very creative designs were submitted - sandpaper, rubber matting,
staples, drawing pins, paper clips, elastic bands coiled up like snail shells, chalk, glue, even
glitter found its way onto the sole of some of the shoes.

The competition: all the shoes were subjected to the same test. In the group stages a 1kg
weight was added to the top of the shoe and using a Newton meter each one was pulled
over a specified distance. The groups recorded the number of Newtons required to pull each
shoe and the winners from each group qualified for the final.
Final: To keep the test fair, the winners from the group stages underwent a new test, this
time on a cardboard base as two of the designs had metal spikes. It was a close
competition, each sole scoring highly on the Newton scale.
Winners: Joint winners emerged. Both Jessica and Iona had designed shoes with metal
spikes and claimed victory. Next week we are building bridges from paper straws!
Mrs G. Wyatt

6 Junior News (continued)

Victorian Street Trail
Estelle has captured the events of the morning in her writing:

“This morning Mr Patterson our historian guide took us on a trail around and about
Aberdeen. First we headed to Rubislaw Church to meet Mr Patterson. He gave us two
sheets to start, the first one was a question page on which we wrote what we thought the
answers were and found out the real answers at the end. We then got another sheet which
was like a big booklet that we used during our trail. We also found out that Rubislaw’s tower
was not there at first but added 5 years later, and that behind it there was the countryside
that just proves that Victorian Britain has changed a lot.
Our second stop was Westwood House (The Bishop of Aberdeen’s old house), which
basement is now part of St Joseph's school next door. In class we are reading Danger by
Gaslight and Mr Patterson told us that Mr Gordon’s house in the book was based off of
Westwood House.
After that we visited Clydesdale Bank which in Victorian times was George Washington
Wilson's house the first man to take Queen Victoria's photograph. We had a close look at
the plaque and discussed who would have lived there.
We then walked along Carden Place and stopped at number 47. We talked about the date
and the carvings on the stone that had the initials of the builder of the house.
Then after that we headed out for St Mary’s Church. We got to meet the minister of the
church and he told us about what it was made of and answered any questions we had. Terry
the minister told us that the reason most churches have an eagle is because Christians
believe they fly up to God.

6 Junior News (continued)
We then visited The Grammar School. Mr Patterson told us that the statue of the man
standing in front of the school was named Lord Byron. Across from the school we saw the
Denburn and were told that a little boy had fallen in and drowned. I then asked Mr
Patterson why there were no railings at the side of the Denburn and he said that they just
didn't think about putting railing on at all in the old days and that it didn’t cross their minds.
We then travelled from Skene Street to number 42 Esslemont Avenue. Mr Patterson also
told us that Jamie Craig in the book Danger By Gaslight lived in number 42. On the way
back we were counting how many foot scrubbers we saw and in total we found 3.
We then walked back to school and said thank you and goodbye to Mr Patterson. I
thoroughly enjoyed our Victorian Trail. Alex’s and Sarah's mums were a great help and I
hope they enjoyed the Trail as much as we did.
Estelle, 6 Junior

Conservation Club
The Conservation Club has been meeting every Wednesday lunchtime in 6 Junior. There
is much to do given the amount of plastic pollution present in our oceans. The girls have
embarked on a wonderful and worthwhile journey. Lead by Shannon and Grace, both
extremely passionate about the club, the members have been busy working on a new
noticeboard and discussing several initiatives which they hope to implement throughout the
year.
Their first campaign is underway. Last week ‘Fresh Fruit Friday’ was launched. By
encouraging all the Junior School girls to bring in a piece of fresh fruit for snack on Fridays,
the Club hopes to reduce the amount of plastic packaging being brought in to school. Club
members are on hand at break time to collect up all the apple cores and peelings in a
compostable bag which is then deposited in the school’s composter. It is a positive first
step considering the vast amount of plastic which is choking our oceans. The Conservation
Club is already making a difference at St. Margaret’s.
“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” - (Chinese proverb)
Mrs G. Wyatt

Namibia, Zimbabwe and Botswana Expedition 2018
The expedition team held an evening with their parents to tell them about their three week
trip to Africa. They recounted their experiences budgeting, buying and cooking food for
themselves, wild camping with very few facilities and seeing animals in the wild, in Etosha
National Park. Trekking up the burnt orange sand dunes to watch the sunset, a visit to a
cheetah sanctuary in Otjiwarongo, a canoe safari in the Okavango delta. They undertook a
three day project at a primary school in Botswana, and built two sets of swings. The finale of
the trip was a visit to Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe, which was a sight to behold. The girls
proved that they could be self-sufficient, deal with challenging situations and work together
as a team. This was a hugely successful trip and one which many of the girls have said has
changed their outlook on life.
Mrs S. Stirton

Charities News
IVA held a food bank collection for the local homeless charity the Cyrenians. They collected
both food items and toiletries, which will be given to homeless people in Aberdeen. We were
delighted that Vanessa Wilhelm who is the community and events fundraiser for the charity
was able to come into school and meet with IVA. She discussed how the charity operates
and the various ways homeless people can benefit from their services. The girls enjoyed the
opportunity to ask her some questions and find out about what will happen with the
donations they have collected.
Mrs S. Stirton

PE News
Badminton
Congratulations go to our badminton vice-captain, Harriet Dawson, who competed in the
U19 County championships held at Banchory at the weekend. We are delighted she came
first and is now the regional champion in her age group.
Hockey
Congratulations to the 1st XI (Eilidh, Jen, Martha, Sarah, Kassidy, Katie, Rylee, Faeezat,
Ciara, Jewel, Konyi) who showed great teamwork to beat Aboyne Academy in the first round
of the Aspire Cup.
Trampoline
Congratulations got to Elizabeth Glasspool and Jorja Clarke for achieving bronze medals at
the recent Scottish Championships in Perth. Elizabeth competed in the 13+ trampoline
category while Jorja was in the 11-12yrs elite DMT competition.
Mrs K. Norval

From the Library: Reconnecting with Dylan, Part Four
At first glance you would probably not think that Dylan Thomas and JM Barrie (Scottish
author and playwright, 1860 -1937) had very much in common, but actually they do. For
both writers, gardens, parks and childhood games provided an important imaginative
starting point for poems, plays and stories. For Barrie it was Moat Brae House, Dumfries
(currently under redevelopment as a national centre for children’s literature and
storytelling). For Thomas it was Cwymdonkin Park, a stone’s throw from the house he was
born in. JM Barrie himself wrote that his “escapades in a certain Dumfries garden which is
enchanted land to me, were certainly the genesis of that nefarious work, ‘Peter Pan’ “.
In one of Thomas’ lesser known radio plays, ‘Return Journey’, he describes the park: ‘Dusk
was folding the park around, like another darker snow...The park-keeper walked by the
reservoir where swans had glided...’ It was also the setting for one of Thomas’ earlier
poems, ‘The Hunchback in the Park’. By night the park is ‘unmade’; by day it is populated
by the ‘truant boys’. Both the park-keeper and the poet describe the boys in similar terms:
they are imaginative, thoughtless, exuberant, cruel, wild, fun-loving, and destructive.
‘Happy’.
The narrator of ‘Return Journey’ comes back to Swansea after a fourteen year absence
looking for ‘Young Thomas’. The description of Young Thomas sounds for all the world like
the poet himself in his clever, funny way: ‘a bombastic, adolescent provincial bohemian...a
gabbing, ambitious, mock tough, pretentious young man.’ The narrator’s search eventually
leads him to Cwymdonkin Park and a conversation with the park-keeper. The narrator asks
him if he remembers the Young Thomas, and his reply is somewhat enigmatic: ‘Oh yes, I
knew him well. I think he was happy all the time. I’ve known him by the thousands.’ The
park-keeper has known many Young Thomases and it seems their fate was largely the
same. When the narrator presses the question and asks what has become of the young
man he has come back to find, the park-keeper responds ‘as dusk drew around...Dead.’

At one and the same time, Dylan Thomas recognizes his own uniqueness yet also places
himself squarely in a generation of young men who went to war, and did not return. When
the narrator earlier visits his old school, he reads the Roll of Honour: ‘The names of the
dead in the living head and heart remain forever.’
Both JM Barrie and Dylan Thomas understood the impact of a catastrophic loss of
childhood innocence: both lost family members when young; both lived through world wars.
JM Barrie’s response was to attempt to recapture this innocence, or at least something like
it, in his nostalgic writing and in his most famous literary creation - Peter Pan. The boy who
never grew up; who never had to face reality or the brutality of the world as an adult.
For Thomas, once childhood innocence is gone it is lost forever. But there is still much to
celebrate in life, in living. Much to seize hold of, to cherish: life in all its aching beauty, its
fragile transience, its preciousness, its potential, so that when that light is snuffed out by
war, or illness, or frailty, or random mischance, we should ‘not go gentle into that good
night’. We should ‘burn and rave at close of day’. These iconic, generation-defining words
come from Thomas’ best known poem, written as his father was dying. The immediacy, the
power, the passion of these words resonate across decades, centuries even. They are
referenced in literature and popular culture, from Doctor Who to Adventure Time; from
George RR Martin to Iggy Pop’s surprisingly moving recital of these words; from a reading
from the cast of the 2014 science fiction film Interstellar (available to listen to on YouTube)
to now - 2018 - and the chosen narrative accompanying the advert for the new Ford
Mustang: Don’t go quietly. The fact that these words are still chosen are the strongest
evidence for their timelessness, their contemporary relevance; the message that they
carry; the power that Dylan Thomas’ words still have, ‘Grave men, near death, who see
with blinding sight/ Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay/ Rage, rage against the
dying of the light.’

From the Library: Reconnecting with Dylan, Part Four
Thank you for coming on this journey with me as I have visited places Dylan Thomas went
and revisited his life and his work with a fresh perspective. I think I have ended up somewhere different in my appreciation of his craftsmanship, his poetry, his unique voice. I hope
that you have enjoyed a window on Dylan Thomas’ life and work, too.
Mrs D. Dale

