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From the Head
In this centenary year of the vote for women, St Margaret’s School
for Girls has launched a Poster Art Award and this week we have
invited Primary 5, 6 and 7 pupils from Aberdeen City and Shire to
take part. The competition has been organised to celebrate the
wider theme of democracy, affording pupils a creative opportunity to
develop their understanding of what it means to be a responsible
and effective contributor to society. Through the competition we
want pupils to think about what democracy means to them, why it is
important to have a voice and how they use that voice both at
school and in their wider communities. Prizes have been donated by
the Soroptomists, Hobbycraft and Papeterie Crafts. On Saturday,
November 3rd 2018, we are hosting an exhibition at which all
entries will be displayed and when the winners and runners-up will
be formally announced. Our own 5J-7J classes will, of course, be
taking part.

Tomorrow the school is open from 10am to 2pm as part of the
Aberdeen Open Doors Day programme. Do pop in and see us if you
are in town!

PTA AGM
All parents are warmly invited to attend the Annual General Meeting
of the St Margaret’s Parent Teacher Association on Monday 10th
September at 6:30pm in the school hall. Do come along to hear
about the work of this invaluable part of the school community and
find out how you could be involved.

Classics Hadrian’s Wall Trip - May 2019
NOTA BENE
A trip to Hadrian’s Wall is planned for three days from 10th to 12th May, and is open to all
Latin pupils from I to III Senior.
We will be visiting some of the major archaeological sites and will be learning about life on
the northern frontier of the Roman Empire. Our accommodation will be in Birdoswald on the
site of the Roman fort of Banna. The approximate cost will be £190. Full details of the trip will
be provided in October but please contact me if you would like further information in the
meantime.
Mrs V.Oldham

The Reading Tree
Have you read something wonderful recently? Are you looking for your next read? The
English department is branching out to cultivate our reading community! We invite all
members of the St Margaret’s community to recommend any recent enjoyable reads on a leaf
by recording the title and a brief description and pinning it to the board for all to see. We have
already received some intriguing recommendations from our IS, IIS and IIIS classes and
would welcome more additions from senior pupils and staff. September’s Book Club selection
is “Dear Martin” by Nic Stone. All senior school girls are welcome to come to the library on
Tuesday 25 September at 1pm to share their thoughts about it!
Mrs S. Cooper-Weber

From the library: Reconnecting with Dylan (Thomas not
Bob) Part One
I achieved one of my long-held ambitions this summer: to visit the land of my Celtic language
kin a little further south - Wales. Being bilingual and being used to understanding Scottish
Gàidhlig road signs, I anticipated the possibility of deciphering some of the Welsh road signs
- probably just so I could feel a little smug. I was quickly disappointed when I saw my first
Welsh road sign. Guessing was simply not possible - Welsh is very different. There are, of
course, areas of commonality in language patterns but initially it was just bewildering.
I drove from North to Southwest Wales through mostly quiet, mostly tree-lined roads. Where
there are breaks in the trees, or when the road rises, you can see valleys tumbling into one
another. As often as not, the valley crests are crowned with trees, lush and green in the
summer sun. Where fields climb up and scramble over gentle hilltops hedged and fenced,
sheep and cattle graze; farmhouses squat safely, securely, halfway up. I am very strongly
reminded of one of my favourite childhood cartoons: Ivor the Engine. Suddenly it occurs to
me how accurately the illustrator captured the Welsh landscape through which Ivor chugs,
uphill and over dale, ably supported by Jones the Steam. (You can still find episodes on
YouTube if you’re interested and/or feeling nostalgic!)
My ultimate destination in this part of Wales is a beautiful little town at the head of an estuary
- Laugharne. It represents a little more for me than a childhood fondness for a Welsh steam
train. It is the town where the Welsh poet Dylan Thomas (1914 – 1953) settled for the last
three years of his life in the Boat House on the banks of the estuary, before his untimely
death in New York at the age of 39. This is another of my long-held ambitions - to visit the
places that inspired him in his writing. He was the poet that appealed most to me as a
teenager, for reasons I understand more now than I did then.
I remember studying two of Thomas’s poems at school for Higher English, as it was then.
‘Fern Hill’ (published in 1946) and ‘Poem in October’ (Published in 1944). My English teacher
then was - to my teenage mind - a young ‘trendy’ teacher (this was the eighties!) called Mr
Cameron. He was a good teacher: I am sure we can all remember teachers who left an
impression on us, without necessarily remembering why. ‘Fern Hill’ captivated me in ways
that I have not been able to fully articulate until now. I certainly did not appreciate the
richness of sound with which Thomas artfully crafted his work. But I did understand on a
more fundamental level his love of nature, his sense of place, an awareness of how fragile
and transient beauty is, and that it passes, that all changes and is made new again - and that
death is part of that process. As a young girl growing up in a harsh rural environment, that I
did understand. I do not think I realized at the time that Thomas had written this poem
following the death of a beloved aunt, but the poem resonated with me: as a child who had
lost a father as Thomas had lost his beloved aunt; the words somehow made me feel a little
less alone. Poetry can do that. I recognized in that poem a longing for things gone, an
awareness that Time itself holds us, powerless it seems:

‘Time held me green and dying,
Though I sang in my chains like the sea’.
In a clip from the BBC celebrations of Thomas’s centenary in 2014, Dylan Thomas himself reads Fern Hill in that rich,
sonorous timbre:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01try7g
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The Boat House, Laugharne
In a clip from the BBC celebrations of Thomas’ centenary in 2014, Dylan Thomas himself
reads Fern Hill in that rich, sonorous timbre:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01try7g
Mrs D. Dale

Scotstown Moor - I Senior Team Building Day
A sunny Scotstown Moor was the setting of our much anticipated I Senior team-building day
which took place last Thursday. Much to the delight of the girls, our team leader for the day
was Jen Hickling, a St Margaret’s former pupil, who now works as an Aberdeen City Council
Countryside Ranger.
The first important job the girls had to undertake was lopping, to clear the paths of overgrown
plants and bushes, as well as tidying up any litter. Jen demonstrated how to use loppers
correctly and how to walk safely with them. As the girls threw themselves wholeheartedly into
the task of cutting back the undergrowth, local walkers commented on what a good job they
were doing. Many girls remarked on how pleased they were to be doing something to help
the local community. Others said they found lopping quite enjoyable, even relaxing!
After lunch the girls were set into five groups and were given the challenge of building
shelters in the nearby wood. Jen had given them a few tips about how to go about this task.
Which of the groups do you think built the best shelter?!
Mrs H. Nehring
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PE News
Hockey
Congratulations go to Sarah Anderson who has made it to the final selection and will be
playing for the U16 North District hockey team later this month in the annual inter-district
tournament.
Trampoline
Last weekend Jorja Clarke won Gold at the Northern Trampoline League for DMT 11-12
Elite. She has also qualified for the British Championships in September. Well done Jorja!
Ballet
Congratulations go to Aimee Anderton who auditioned for the Ballet West Associates in
Dundee and was delighted to be offered a place. This now means five hours of ballet there
one Sunday every month.
Mrs K. Norval
Swimming
Our swimming team are delighted that the new school swimming caps have arrived. A big
thank you to Mr and Mrs Coxon for their generous donation.

Mrs J. Reid

